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PREFACE. 



This fioa^ Manual, which contains several 
«f the works enumerated by Wood in his A.thi9- 
.nn Oxonienses, has been several times published 
under the titles of The "Saint's Pocket-BooV' 
jmd ''Gk»d speaking from Mount Gorizim, or the 
Gospel in a Map." But the first publication of 
it in a separate form, was undertaken^ in the 
year 1766, by the Rev. John Ryland, when ijt 
was entitled "Tfie voice of God in his promises, 
or strong consolations for true Christians, &c" 
and comprised but the three firSt chapters of this 
woric He gives the following account of it : 

^But, above all, in that gaol he (Mr. AUeine) 
mEQte this glorious Syjiopsis of the Cflverumt if 
Chrate, or fhe Voke of the Lord in Ms PromUeSf 
to which he preyed the Voiee of the Herald^ and 
to which he subjoined the Voice of the Bedeemi^f 
att w4iich youlmve now in your hands. 

"'He also added a most rich and copious medi* 
tsAion, entitled, A Soliloquy, repretenting the Be* 
Ueper*$ Triumph in God's Copewmt, md ik€ fori* 
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mu Coiifiieit tmd gioHmti ConquuHmf MA 
UnbeUtf. 

^ These predou* and moat comfortable piece* 
were sent horn gaol to his beloved flock at Taon- 
ton, and were both printed in the year 1666, and 
inserted in a book written by his father-in-law, 
Mr. Richard Alleine, entitled, JSeaven opened; or 
•A brief and plain Diteovery qf the Siehe§ qf GimP$ 
Covenant of Graee^ being the third pari qf Vindl^ 
eto Pietatis, by R. A. London, printed JSInno 
1666. 

"From this book a worthy and pious lady 
transcribed that part styled, The Voice qf the Lord 
in his Promisea* 

" Mr. Hervey, before he died, saw this book in 
the original, and said it was the richest piece he 
ever read in his life." 

This little book was enriched with many new 
andj^ppropriate scriptural references by the late 
Rev. David Simpson, of Macclesfield,* who 
evinced the high estimation in which he held it 
by causing it to be reprinted, and circulated m 
that populous town and neighbourhood. In thbi 
edition, these references have been corrected and 
verified, and greatly augmented by several ad^ 

^ Tbf ••t««aied author of ** SimpMm'ft plot,*' *«< 
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cGtioiial passagea. The obsolete words hare 
also been explained, and many notes introduced. 
In other respects the editions of Mr. Ryland, and 
that of 1793, have been followed. 

The greater portion of this small work relates 
to Uiat solemn covenant, which is virtually made, 
between every righteous man and his Maker, 
and which is adverted to and renewed in every 
^lemn act of devotion. No author has written 
on it with greater clearness and ability than Mr. 
Joseph Alleine. 

It is mentioned by his friend Mr. Baxter, as 
one of his greatest excellences, that ' in all his 
ministry he was extraordinarily addicted to open 
to the hearers the coventmt ofgrace^taxd to explain 
religion in the true notion of covenanHng vdUH 
Gody and covmant-ketpingf and greatly to urge 
men to deliberate well-grounded resolutions in 
this holy covenant. So God was pleased to give 
him a certainty and sense of his divine faithful- 
nessy in fulfilling the promises of his covenant, 
and a lively sense of all the benefits of it. And 
his faith in God, for the performance of his part, 
was as strong and fixed, as was his own resolu- 
tion in the strength of grace to be true to Qod, 
And as he was resolved, through grace, never to 
Cbnake Christ, so Christ did never fail or forsake 
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him. In the valley of the shadow of death, he 
feared no evil. But when his flesh and heart 
failed, as to natural strength, the Lord was tho 
vock or strength of his heart, and never failed 
lum.* 



THE LIFE 

or THE 

REV. JOSEPH ALLEINE, 



In the lives of holy men, says the venerable 
Bazteb, we see God's image, and the beauties 
of holiness, not only in precept, but in reality and 
practice — ^not pictured, but in substance. And 
holiness in visible realities, is apt to afiect the 
world more deeply, than in portraiture and pre- 
cept only. 

This excellent divine, Mr. Alleine, was bom 
at Devizes, in Wiltshire, England, in the year 
1633. At a very early age, his great piety and 
love of learning displayed themselves. Even in 
his infancy, he discovered a singular sweetness 
of disposition, and a remarkable diligence ii^ 
every thing in which he was employed. During 
his childhood he had deep convictions, and in 
Ins eleventh year, was noticed by the family as 
being zealous for religion. He was about that 
sge when he commenced the practice of private 



10 LIFB OF THK 

pntyer ; and in the discharge of this duty he was 
■o sincere and fixed as not to permit himself to 
be disturbed by the accidental approach of any 
person into his retirement His thoughts were 
powerfully directed, and his mind providentially 
influenced towards the exercise of the ministry, 
by the death of his elder brother, Rev. Edward 
A1J.RINE, who was greatly esteemed as a worthy 
minister of the Gospel. While the tender heart 
of a father was yet bleeding under the loss of a 
beloved son, Joseph earnestly requested per- 
mission to succeed his deceased brother as one 
of Christ's standard bearers. His father, there- 
fore, with the view of educating him for the im- 
portant work of the Christian ministry — a work 
to which he afterwarda devoted his life, his men. 
tal talents, and his worldly property — sent him 
to a good school, that he might be instructed in 
classical education. In his classical attainmenta 
he made great progress. 

At the age of sixteen he was sent to Lincoln 
College, Oxford ; and in 1651 was removed to 
Corpus Christi CoUege, a Wiltshire scholarship 
being there vacant. "While at college," says 
one of his biographers, ''Allbinb was distin- 
guished for his assiduity in the pursuit of his stu- 
dies, for the gravity of his temper, and for that 
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•miabld dupontion which made hixn ready to a«« 
aist others in cases where his own industry and 
greater endowments gave him a superiority. 
Here he might soon have attained the distinction 
and benefits of a fellowship ; this, however grati- 
fying to his ambition, and important to his sup- 
port in life, he declined for the humble station of 
a chaplain, 'being pleased,' as we are told, ' with 
the opportunity afforded him of exercising his gift 
in prayer. ' In the career of piety, afiection, and 
self-denial which marked his life, perhaps there 
is no instance in which he manifested more dis> 
distinctly that spirit which raised him above the 
world, and marked him as a devoted disciple of 
the Lord Jesus Christ" 

In 1653 he was admitted Bachelor of Arts, and 
became a tutor in the institution to which he was 
'attached. In 1655 he left college for the purpose 
of entering more fully upon his high and holy 
calling — ^the preaching of the Grospel. In the 
same year he became co-pastor with the Rev. 
Gkorob Nbwtom, minister at Taunton, Somer- 
setshire, and soon after married an amiable and 
pious lady. His income being small, he deter- 
mined on becommg a tutor, and very soon had a 
great number of pupils, some of whom becamo 
gradoates in divinity, placed under his care , and 
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who, in after life, repaid him for his anzie^, by 
jtheir gratitude and affection, and usefulness. IBCe 
was assisted in increo-sing his income by Mrs. 
Alleine, who kept a ladies' boarding school, in 
which he took great interest In his work as a 
minister of the Gospel, he was very assiduoua 
and laborious. He was incessantly laboring for 
the good of his people. Public instruction by 
preaching and catechising did not satisfy his en- 
larged desires for their salvation : but he made it 
a regular practice to visit from house to house, 
and to speak to each individual in the different 
famihes, on the subject of religion, and the salva- 
tion of their souls. Having approved himself in 
this employment as a man of God fpr es^en 
years, he was called to exemphfy, in a difl^rent 
manner, the graces he had received. 

Before the passing of the unwise and perse- 
cuting »Aet of Uniformity, he was very importu- 
nate, day and night, in prayer, that his way might 
be made plain before him ; and that he might not 
desist from his appointed work of proclaiming 
the everlasting Gospel. Though he seemed so 
moderate as to induce his wife and other intimate 
fiiends to think that he would conform, yet when 
he saw the clauses of the act, viz. ofaasefU and 
content, and renewicingthe covenant — ^he wasiiill^ 
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eatisfied in his mind, and threw in his lot with two 
thousand of his hrethren, who then became nofi- 

Not considering Ids ejectment as a disqualifica- 
tion for preaching the Gospel in places to which 
he viaght have access, he continued to exercise 
his ministry by preaching in private houses, and 
visiting the families of his parishioners, as had 
been his custom. He also visited many villages 
and obscure places near large towns, from which 
the appointed ministers had fled* Wherever he 
went, the Lord blessed his labocs to the conver- 
sion of many souls, while others were encou- 
faged to '*hold fast their profession vnthout wav- 
ering." In acting thus he was narrowly watched, 
and oflen threatened, but was providentially pre- 
served from danger much longer than he expected. 
He would sometimes say to his friends, ** If it 
please Qod to grant me three months' liberty be- 
fqre I am taken to prison, I shall account myself 
fiivored by him, and shall with greater cheerful^ 
ness gpf after I have done more work "Soap 
him,** In this he was indulged. On the 26th 
May, 1663, he was committed to Ilchester 
gaol, where, after being treated with great indig- 
nity, together with seven xninieterB and fiffy 
quAkers, he was in%ted at the asanes, for preach^ 
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ing on the 17th of May, of which he waB found 
guilty and sentenced to pay one hundred maAoh 
and not to be released until they were paid. He 
declared in court **tkat whaUver he tpas charged 
with, he was guiUy qf nothing but doing hb duttf.** 
He however continued in prison a whole year," 
and during that trying period improved his time 
to the greatest advantage, both to himself and his 
fellow prisoners. After his release he was even 
more zealous in propagating the gospel, till his 
exertions brought on an illness which dieHibled 
him from continuing to perform such duties. In 
1665 he was again apprehended while at prayer, 
and with some of his friends was committed to 
prison for sixty days. Such confinement increas- 
ed his disorder, and he rapidly became worse, till 
in the month of November, 1668, he was released 
from hb sufierings at the premature age of thirty- 
five. 

The Rev. Joseph Allkine was a man of foi^ 
vent and unafi^ted piety, of an amiable temper, 
and courteous oohversation; his intellects were 
solid and good, and his afiections lively. He died 
as he lived, umversally respected and beloved. 
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CHAP. 1. 

The Voke of the HerOd, before the Great King. 

O ALL ye inhabitants of the world, and dwell- 
etB on the earth, come; see add hear; gather 
yourselves together unto the proclamation of the 
Great King. Hear, you that are afar ofl^ and 

Jrou that are near ! He that hath an ear to hear, 
et him him hear. I am the voice of one erring 
in the wilderness, '< Prepare ye the way of the 
Lord. Let every valley be exalted, and every 
mountain be made low, for the fflory of the Lord 
is to be revealed." Go through, go through the 
satesf prepare the way, cast up, cast up the 
hi|d]- way ; gather out the stones, hft up the stand- 
ara for the people ; for the Lord proclaimeth sal- 
vation to the ends of the earth. TidinsBl tidings. 
Dye captives! Hear, all ye that look for salva- 
tion in Israel ; 'behold, I bring you glad tidings 
of great joy, which shall be unto all jpeopfe. 
Blessed news ! Prepare your ears and hearts ! 
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The Lord hath commanded me, saying, ''Go 
tmto the people, and sanctify them; let them 
wash and be ready ; for the Lord is coming down 
upon mount Sion, in the sight of all nations ; not 
in earthquakes and fire, not in clouds and dark- 
ness, not in thunderin^s or burnings, rending the 
mountains and breaking the rocks in pieces/* 
He speaks not to you out of blackness, and 
darkness, and tempests : you shall say no more, 
"Let not God speak to us, lest we die." He 
Cometh peaceably ; the law of kindness is in his 
month i he preacheth peace ; peace to him that 
is afar of^ and to him that is near. Behold, how 
he cometh, leaping upon the mountains ; he hath 
ipassed mount Ebu ;^ — no more wrath or cursing ; 
oe is come to mount Gerizzim, where he standeth 
to bless the people. As Mordecai to his nation, 
he writeth ** the words of truth and peace, seek- 
ing the welfare of his people, and speaking peace 
to all his seed." 

Behold how he cometh ! clothed with HameB 
of lave, with bowels of compassion, plenteoofl 
redemption, and multiplied pardons. 

Hearken therefore, O ye children, hearken to 
me. To you it is commanded, O people, na- 
tions, and languages, that at what time ye hear 
the joyful sound, the trump of jubilee, the tidings 
of peace, in the voice of the everlasting ^[ospei, 
you fall down before the throne, and worsmp him 
that liveth for ever and ever. 

aDeut.zi.SO. xxvii. 151, 13. 
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, and come away ; prepare, prepare you ; 
bear Bot with aa' uncurcumcised ear ; you are not 
upon a common thing. Behold the throne is set ; 
^e throne of grace, where majesty and mercy 
dweU together. From thence will the Liord meet 
jou ; from thence will he commune with you ; 
»om the mercy-seat, from between the cherub- 
ims, upon the ark of the testimony. Lo, the 
Loid cometh out of his pavilion, the mighty God 
from Sion. His glory covereth the heavens, the 
earth is full of his praise. A fire (of love) soeth 
before him ; mercy and truth round about him ; 
righteousness and peace are the habitation of his 
tluone; He rideth on hb horses and chariots of 
salvation ; the covenant of life and peace is in 
fais moutli. 

Rejoice, ye heavens : make a joyful noise to 
the Lord, all the earth. Let the |ea roar, the 
floods clap their hands, and the multitudes of the 
isles rejoice. Stand forth, the host of heaven; 
prepare your harps, cast down your crowns, be 
ready with vour txumps ; bring forth ^our gold- 
en phials full of odors, for our voice will jar, oar 
strings will break, we cannot reach the note of 
our Maker's praise. 

Yet let tliem that dwell in the dust, arise and 
•ing. Bear your part in this glorious service: 
but consider and attend. Call out your souls, 
and all that is within you ; lift up your voice s, fix 
your eyes, enlarge your hearts, extend all their 
powers ^ there is work for them all. Be intent 
and serious, you cannot strain too high. 
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Come Ibith, ye graces, beset the way; be all in 
readiness. Stand forth, faith and hope. FUme, 
O love ! Come, ye warm desires, ana break with 
loncring: Let fear, with all veneration, do its 
obeisance. Joy, pre^e thy songs ; call up all 
the daughters of music, to salute the Lord as he 
passeth by. Let the generation of the saints ap- 
pear, and spread the wav with boughs and gar- 
ments of salvation, ana songs of deliverance. 
Ye stand this day all of yon before the Lord 
your Grod, your captains, your elders, your offi- 
ieers, with all the men of Innel, your little ones, 
your wives, and the stranger ihtX is within thj 
camp, from the hewer of wood to the drawer of 
water, that thou shouldst enter into covenant 
with the Lord thy God,** and into his oath, 
which the Lord thy God maketh with thee this 
day ; that he may establish thee to-day for a 
people unto himself, and that he may be unto 
thee a God, as he hath said unto thee, and as he 
hath sworn. 

I have done my errand. The messenger of the 
morning disappeareth when the orient mm conv- 
eth forth out of his chambers. I vanish : I put 
my mouth in the dust The voice of the Loid ! 
The soil and still voice 1 O my soul, wmp thr 
face in the mantle, and bow thyself to the ground, 
and put thee into the clift of the rock, while Je- 
hovah proclaimeth his name, and maketh all his 
goodness to pass before thee. 



b D«ttt, xzix. 10 to 13. 
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CHAP II. 

liarMlUclioti.---T^Proc2amalion; or, lib Foiee </ 

iht Lwd. 

Hear, O ye ends of the earth, the mighty God^ 
the Loxd hath spoken: sathor my saints unto 
me, those that nave made a covenant with me 
by sacrifice.^:'*' Behold, I establish mv cove- 
nant between me and you.^ By my holiness 
have I sworn, that I will be your covenant-friend. 
I lift up my hand to beaven, I swear I live for 
ever: and because I live, you shall live also.« I 
will be yours,^ yours to all intents and purposes ; 
your refuse and your rest;S your patron and 
jour portion ;^ your heritage and your hope ; 
your God and your guide.^ While I have, you 
^all never want ; and what I am to myself, I 
will be to you : j and you shall be my people '^ a 
chosen generation, a kingdom of priests, a holy 
nation, a peculiar treasure, unto me above all 
people.^ 1 call heaven and earth to wiUiess diki 

e Ptalml. 1, 5. d Gen. xvii. 7. e John xiv. 19. f Jer. 
'zzxi.38, 40. gJer. 1. 6. PscJm xc. 1. xlvi. 1. h Psalm 
Ixxiii. 96. Isaiiih xxv. 4, 5. i Psalm xlviii. 14. j Psalm 
xxxiT. 9, 10. k Exod. xix. 5, 6. 11 Pet. il. 9. 



* " My gracious ones," those who, professing to have re- 
ceived' grace and mercy, are bound to display it to all 
around them.-7-** Those that have made,*' &c. that is, strick- 
en, or cut a covenant with me by sacrifice ; for it was by 
the d«ath of the sacrifice the covenant was confirmed. 

19 



I 



do rm BASKtrH 

day. that I take you for mine for e?er s My nuaa 
■hall be upon you, and you shall be pillars in the 
temple of your God, and shall go no more out." 
My lively shall you wear, and the sfamp of 
my own face shall you carry ;" and I will make 
you my witnesses and the e]HStles of Christ unto 
Cheworld ;** and you shaU be chosen vessels to bear 
my name before the sons of men.P And that you 
may see that I am in earnest with you, Id, I make 
wim you an everlastine covenant, ordered in all 
tiiinffB, and sure ;<i and do hereby solemnly deli- 
ver it to you as my act and deed, sealed with sa- 
cred blood.' Come, ye blessed ; receive the in- 
strument of your salvation ; here are the convey- 
ances of the kingdom. Fear not ; the donation is 
free and full.'*' See it is written in blood, found- 
ed on the all-sufficient merits of your surety,' in 
whom I am Well pleased ;' whose deatii makes 
this testament unchang^ble for ever ;** so that 
your names can never be put out, nor your inhe- 
litance alienated, nor your le^cies diminished ; 
nothing may be altered, nothmg added, nothing 
aid>tracted ; no, not (or ever.^ 

m ReT. iii. ISL n Exek. xzxvi. S5, 98. Epb. ir, 84. 
ba. xUt. 8. 2 Cor. iU. 3. p AcU iz. 15. q 2 Sam. zziii. 
5. rlCor.xi.25. •Heb.ix.18. tM«tt.iiln. ttBdb 
Ix. 12, H 10, 26. TOaLiiL15,16,17. 

* Tta« humble soul it like the Tiolet, whidi f?*' ^"'^ 
taage (he head downwards, aad hides itaelf wita iU ova 
baveer-ead were it not that the fragrance of Ue mar 
vlrtaee diaeovered Um to the world, he wvaldehooeeli 
live nd die ia Us aelf-conceited leereejr. 



ni M$i§ i n g»^tke wpenmdate^ either U^glmioiu 
m&rlke md UmmmiUee^ w iU n^ pfiuS^m 
and prerogtMhee, 

fisppy «]t thou, O Israel ! Who is like uqIo 
thee, O people l^ Only believe, and kaow yowr 
awn bleBsednesflL Attend, O ray cluldren, onto 
th^ Uesnng of your father ; and hear and know 
the ^rious immunities, and the royal pme^ 
gatives that I here oonfirm upon you. 

^ SBCTION I. 

The wnmuniiiee and Kberties of the eovendnt, eenir 
eiiUngin L Oier generei diecharge froin ek our 
debts. 

Here I seal you your pardons. Though your 
ons be as^ the sandis, ana as mighty as-the moun- 
tains, I will drown them in the depth of my bot- 
tomless mercies ;* I will be merciful unto your 
unrighteousness; I will abundandy pardon^ 
Where your sins have abounded, my grace shall 
auperabound; though they be as scarlet, they 
thaU be as white as snow ; though red likecrim • 
BOB, they shall be as wool" Behold I declare 
myself sa^tisfied, and pronounce you absolved ;^ 
Ae price is paid, your debts are cleared, your 
bonjos lure cancellecL*: 

wDentzszULM. aMic.viL19. yBeb.vui.12. ta. 
Iir.7. aba. i. 18. b Job zxziu. 24. e Col. ii. 13. 14 
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Wluttevor^the law, or eonscieiiee, ar the 
enaer hath to charge upon you, here I ex<merate 
Tou ; I discharge you. I, even I, am he that 
blotteth out your transgressions, for my name's 
mike.' Who shall 1^ any thing to your charge 
when I acquit you ? Who shall impeach or mt- 

Slead you, when I prodaim you guiltless !• Som^ 
augfaters, be of good cheer, your sins are jbr- 
given you ;^ I will spnnkle your consci^iceB, and 
put the voice of peace into your mouths ;> theg^ 
shall be your reffisters, in which I vdll record 
your parcbn ; and the voice of guile, and wrath, 
and terror, shall cease.'^ 

II. Our release^ 1. From the kouat of bondage. 

Here I sign your release from the house of 
bondage.' Come forth, ye captives ; come forth, 

fe prisoners of hope, for I have found a ransonr.j 
proclaim liberty to the captives, and the open- 
ing of the prison to them that are bound> Be- 
hmd I have broken your bonds, shaken the found- 
ations of your prisons, and opened the iron gates. 
By the blood of the covenant have I sent forth 
the prisoners out of the pit wherein there is no 
water."* Arise, O redeemed of the Lord, put off 



dlBa.xlv.S5. eRoni.yiii.33,34. flJohniL12. Matt, 
iz. S. g Ezek. zxxvi. 25 Heb. iv. 14. Isa. Ivii. 10. h Heb. 
X.82. Isa. zzvii. 4, 5. i Rom. vi. 17, 18. 1 Cor. vii. 31. 
j Job zzxui. 18, 34. k Isa. bd. 1. xlvU. 7. 1 Acts 4<. 
£,10. mZecb.ix.llf 
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the nument of your captivities ;■ 8nM| nad goom 

8. From the dark and noisome prison of ska 

The dark and noisome prison of sin shall no 
longer detain you ;° I will loose your fetters, and 
knock off your bolts ; sin shall not have domi- 
nion over you.P 

I will heal your backslidings ; I will subdue 
your iniquities ;4 I will sanctify you wholly,*^ and 
put nay fear in yoiur hearts that you shall not de- 
part from me.* Though your corruptions be 
strong and many, yet the aids of my Spirit, the 
cleansing virtue of my blood, and the pnysic of 
my correction, shall so work together with your 
prayers and endeavors, as that thev shall not 
finally prevail against you, but shall surely fidl 
before you^^ 

3. From the gaoi of the grates 

Fropnn the strong and loathsome gaol of the 
gfrave do I deliver you. O death, I will be thy 
plague 1 O grave, £ will be thy destruction ;" nov 
Dcloved shSll not even see comlkption.^ 1 will 
change your rottenness into glo^ ; and make 
your dust arise and praise me.^ What is sown 

n Deut. xxi. 13. o John viii. 34, 35, 36. p Rom. Vi. 14, 
qMJc. vii.l9. Jer.iii.l2. r 1 Tbes. v. 23, 24. Bjer.zxzii. 
40. tEzok. xxxvi.37. Eph.v.29. I«a.xxvii.9. tt Hos. 
ziii. 14. v P^alin nri. 10. w Dan. xii. 2, 3. lea. xxtL 19. 
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fai wealmeM, I will raise in power; wbatkaomi 
in corruption, I will raise in incorruption ; what 
is sown a natural body, I will raise a spiritual 
body.' This very flesn of yours, this corruptible 
flesh, shall put on incorruption ; and this mortal 
riiallput on unmortality ;' death shall be swallow- 
ed up in victory, and mortality of hfe.* Fear not, 
O my children ; come and I will show you the 
enemy that you dreaded : see, here lies the king 
of terrors, like Sisera in the tent, fastened to the 
ground, with the nails struck through his teai* 
plea. Behold the grateful present^ the head of 
your enemy in a charger : I bequeath you your 
conquered adversary, and make over death as 
your legacy.* O death, where is thy sting t 
Where now is thine armor, wherein thou trusU 
od 1^ come, my people, enter into your chambers;* 
come to your beds of dust, and lay you down in 
peace, and let your flesh rest in hope,^ for evea 
m this flesh shall you see God.e O ye dain of 
death, I will redeem you from the power of the 
grave,^and fashion those vile bodies like unto the 
glorious body of your exalted Redeemer.^ Look^ 
if you can, on the sun when shinine in his 
strength ; with such dazzling glory wiU J[ clothe 
you, O ye of little faith.*^ 

xl Cor. XT. 452, 43, 44. y 1 Cor. xv. S3. xSCor. v. 4L 
t Cor. XV. 54. a 1 Cor. iii. 23. b 1 Cor. xv. 55. e Im. 
xxyt SO. d ba. Ivii. 8. e Psalm xvi. 9. xix. SS. SM^ffZ* 
f PMOm xlix. 15. fnul.iU.21. h Matt. xui. 43. 
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From the terrible dungeon of eternal darkneM 
do I hereby free you. Fear not, you shall not be 
hurt of the second death.' You are delivered 
from the wrath to come, and shall never convB 
into condemnation.j The flames of Tophet shall 
not be able to singe the hairs of your head ; no, 
nor the smell of toe (ire pass upon you.^ Stand 
upon the brink, and look down into the horrible 
pit, the infernal prison, from whence I have freed 
you. Seeyou how the smoke of their torments as^ 
cendeth for ever?* hear you the cursings and 
ravings, the roarings and blasphemies ?"" What 
thmk you of those hellish fiends? Would you 
have been willing to have had them for your 
companions and tormentors ?» What think you 
of those chains of darkness ? Or of the rivers of 
brimstone, of the instruments of torment for 
soul and body, of those weepings, and wailings, 
and jgnashings of teeth ?*^ Canyou think of an 
everlasting banishment, of **Go ye cursed?" 
Could yovL dwell with everlasting, cocdd you 
abide with devouring fire?? This is the inherit* 
ance you were bom to ;<i but I have cut off the 
entail, and wrought for you a great salvation. I 
have not appointed you to wrath;' but my 
tiioughts towards you are thoughts of peace.' 

ilLev.itn. Rom.Tiii.l. JlThe0.T.lO. John v. 34. 
k Dm. iti. S7. 1 Rev. xir. 11. m Uatt. xxv. 90, n Matt, xxv* 
41. o Uaxu viii. 13. p. Inu xzxiii. 14. q Epb. U. 3* 
r 1 Tfctf * r. 9. 1 Jtr. xxix. U ' 



96 tBE saint's 

UL OurpnteeRonJrcmattennnies : 1. JPnmtke 
arreatsofthelaw* 

Here I deliver you your protection. From all 
your enemies I will save you ;^ I grant yon a 
protection from the arrests of the law ; your 
surety hath fully answered it" My justice' is sa- 
tisfied, my wrath is pacified, my honor h re- 
paired.v Behold, I am near that justify you ;^ 
who is he that shall condemn you ? 

8. JFVom the usurped dominicn of the powers of 

darkness, 

I will tread Satan shortly under you,' and I 
%vill set your feet in triumph upon the necks of 
your enemies. Let not your hearts be troubled, 
though yon must wrestle with principalities and 
powers, and the rulers of tlie darkness of this 
world :y For stronger is ELe that is in you, than 
he that is in the world :* He may bruise your 
heel, but you shall bruise his head."* Behold 
your Redeemer, leading captivity captive, spoil- 
ing principalities and powers, and triumpning 
over them openly in his cross,'* See how Satan 
falleth like lightning from heaven i^ ^nd the Sam- 
son of your solvation beareth away the gates of 

1 3 Kings zvii. 39. u Gal. iii. 13. Rom. iv. 10. v Dap. 
U' S4. 2 Cor. V. 19, 20. w Isa. 1. 8. x Rom. xvi. 90. 
y Kph. vi. 12. x 1 John iv. i- a Qen. iii 15, b Col. ii 19 
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hell, 'posts and all, upon his shoulders, and set- 
teth tnem up as trophies of his victory! How he 
pvilleth out the throat of the lion, and lifleth up 
the heart of &e traitor upon the top of his speiur; 
and washeth his hands and dyetn his rohes in 
the blood of those your enemiea !^ 

3k From the victory of the world. 

Neither its fix>wns nor its flatteries shall be too 
hard for your victorious iaith.e Though it raise 
up Egypt, and Araalek, and Moab, against you, 
yet it shall never keep you out of Canaan."" Be 
of good comfort, your Lord hath overcome the 
world.*" Though its temptations be very powerful, 
yet this upon my faithfulness will I promise you 
— ^at none shall come upon you, but what you 
shall be able to bear.s But if I see such trials 
(which you fear) would be too hard for your 
graces, and overthrow your souls, I will never 
Buffex them to come upon you ; nay, I will make 
your enemy to serve you ; and do bequeath the 
world, as part of your dowry, to you.** 

dIm.lxiu.lA3. elJohnv. 4. GaLi.4. fJobazvl. 
33. 9lOor.x.l3. hlCor.iU.22. 



* It was an excellent saying of EueebixH Emesenu^— <* our 
fhthen overcame die torrents of the flames, let us overcome 
tjie fiery darts of vice." Consider that tiie pleasure and 
vtreetness that follow victory over sin, is a thousiuid timM 
beyond that seeming rweetnoss that is in sin. 



AffliotiQBQS shall prove a wholesome cnp to 
^u ;* yoiir Lord hath drunk the venom in hi« 
own body, and what remains for you is bat m 
healthful potion, which, I promise, shall work 
for your good J Be not afraid to drink, nor de- 
sire the cup should pass from you \, I bless the 
cap before I give it unto you ;^ drink you all of 
it, and be thankful ; * you shall find my blessing at 
the ^ttom of the cup to sweeten the sharpest af- 
flictions to you." I will stand by you in all coniy^ 
tions, and be a fast friend to you m every change ;■ 
In the wilderness I will speak comfortably to 
you f and in the fire and in the Tester, I wiu be 
with yoo. I will be a strength to the poor, and 
a Btrengdi to the needy in his distress ; a refuge 
from the storm, and a shadow from the heat,' 
when the blast of the terrible ones is as a stona 
against the wall. Tour sufierings shall not be 
m cap of wrath, but a grace-cup ; not a curse, bat 
a cure ; not a cup of trembling, but a cup of 
blessing to you ;« — ^they shall not hurt you, bat 
heal you.' my blessing shall attend you in eve- 
ry condition.' I say, not only blessed shall you 
)>e in your basket, and blessed in your store, but 
blessed shall you be in your poverty,* and blessed 
shall you be in your straits. Not only blessed 

iFnImczfauTl. jRom.vm.88. kJob.T.17. llfatt. 
)DetL96,S7. mJam.i.13. v. 11. Psalm xchr. 13. nfm, 
xUiiS. oHoa.ii.14. pTn.zxr.4. q Hob. zii. 6, 7, 8. 
r Pndai esix. 67. • Gas* xxri. 3, t Gent XJrriii. 19, 
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sbfl]! you be in yocnr dties, uid UflMed bImJI yon 
be in your fields, but blessed sbidl you be in ywa 
bonds, and bleosed sball you be in your Ixinisb- 
ment ;" blessed shall you be when you are per- 
secuted, and when ^ou are reviled, and your 
name is cast out as evil ; yea, then, doubly bless- 
ed.^ My clioicest blessing, greatest good, and 
richest sweets, will I put into your evu things.^ 
TThese happy immunitUtf these glorious WterHa 
of the sons of Gk>d, by this immutable charfeer 
I do ibr ever settle upon you. 



SECTIOM n. 

The pfMUges and prerogatheB of the 

' Tea, I will not only free you from your mise- 
ries, but will confer upon you royal priyileges 
and prerogativesj and instate you into higher 
and greater happmess than ever you have fdllen 
ffon. Lo, I give myself to you, and all thlngB 
with myself. 

Behold, O ye sons of men ! Behold, and won- 
der! Be astonished, O heavens I Be moved^ ye 
sfJEoag foundations of tihe earth! For you snail 
be my witnesses. This day do I, by covenant 
bestow myself upon my servants.' 

,nlbtt.xi3C99, 30. lP6C.'iii.l4. t llitt v. lO^-Uk 
vtPetlv.ta(.14. Lakevl.90,«l,«l. xa«n.zvii.T, 



iO TBE SAINf ^ 

He ghes himsdfio us : 1. For our God* 

I will be your God for ever and ever,y your own 
God ;■ nothing in the world is so much your own 
as I. The houses that you have built, that yon 
have bought, are not so much yours as I am. 
Here you are tenants at will ; but I am your 
eternal inheritance :*• these are loans for a sea- 
son, but I am your dwelling place in all genera- 
tions.^ You have no where so great a propriety, 
so sure and unalterable a claim, as you have here. 
What do you count your own ? Do you count 
your bodies your own, your souls your own? 
Nay, these are not your own, they are bought 
with a price.c But you may boldly make yonr 
claim to me ; you may freely challenge an mte« 
rest in me.^ 

To be to usy instead of relations, 2. Our friend. 

Come near, and fear not ; where should you 
be free, if not with your own? Where should 
you be bold, if not at home ? You were never in. 
all the world, so much at home, as when you are 
with me. You may freely call on me, whenever 
you have need ;e I will be all to you that you 
can wish ,* I wiU be a friend to you.^ My secrets 

y Pwtlm xlviii. 14. Jer. xxxii. 38. Rev. xkL S. b IV. 
IzviL 6. a Pgalm xvi. 5. Izxiii. 20. b Psalm zc..6. e 1 
■Cor. Ti. 19, 80. d Jer. iii. 19. Isa. Ixui. 16. e Pmlm t 
IS. Jer. zlix. 11. Psalm cxlv. 18. f Isa. zli 8. James iL 
53. 
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fthall bd with yon,*^ and you shall hare all free- 
dom and access to me» and liberty to pour oat 
all your hearts into my bosom.' 

3. Ourphytieian, 

I will be a physician to you. I will heal your 
backslidings, and cure all your diseases.'* Fear 
not ; never did any soul sink, that left itself in 
my hands, and would but follow my prescrip- 
tions. 

4. Our shepherd, 

I will be a sheplierd to you.* Be not afraid of 
evil tidinffs, for I am with you ; my rod and my 
staff shall comfort you. xou shall not sufier or 
want, lor I will feed you. I will cause you to 
lie down in green pastures, and lead you beside 
the still watersJ I will gather you with mine 
arm, and carry you in my bosom ; and will lead 
on softly, as the flock and the chHdren be able 
to endure.^ If officers be careless, I will do the 
work myself. I will judge between cattle and 
cattle. 1 will seek that which was lost, and 
bring again that which was driven away ; and 
bind up that which was broken, and strengthen 
that which was sick : but I will destroy the fat 

f Pulni zxr. 14. John xv. 15. g Eph. iii. ISL Heb. iv. 
10. h Hm. zhr. 4. Pflalmciii. 3. i Psalm xxiii. 1. Izxx. 
1. j Pf»lm zxiii. k ba. zl. 11. Gen. xzxiii. 13, 14. 



_ the witnMf and wiU feed them with yad§' 
meiit.* I will watch over my flock by mght.* 
Behold, I have appointed my mioiqtera as your 
watchmen, and overseen that watch for your 
souls." Yea, mine angels shall be your guar* 
dians, and shall keep a constant guard upon my 
flock.** And if^ peradventure, the servants should 
ileep,P mine own eyes shall keep a perpetual 
watch over you, by night and by day.<i The 
keeper of Israel neither slumbereth nor sleep- 
oth,^ nor withdraweth his eyes from the righte- 
oos.' I will guide you with mine eye, I will 
never trust you out of mine own sight^ 

5. Ow sovertign. 

I will be a soverei^ to you. The Lord is 
your judse, the Lord i» your lawgiver, the Lord 
js your king." Fear not the unrighteousness 
of men ; I will judge your cause, I will defend 
voor rights.^ You shall not stand at man's 
Var, you shall not be cast at their vote ; let them 
curse, I will bless ; let them condemn, I will jus* 
tify. 

When you come upon trial for your lives, to 
have your eternal state decided, you shall see 

1 Ecek. zxxiv. S, 3,4, 16, 17. m ba^zzrii. 3. n Heb. 
3dii. n. Acta xz. 28. o Dau. iii. 38. vL 98. p Psalm 
sodv. 7. Matt. ziii. 25, S7. q Pudm xzzr. 15. zzxiiL 18. 
8 Chron. xvi. 0. r Psalm cxxit 3, 4. a Job. 3U(xvi 7. 
tPaalm xxxiL 8. u Isa. xxxiii. 98. v Deut. soli. 9t» 
Psalm exl. 18. iz. 4. 
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your friend, your father upon the bench.^ Into 
my hands sIulU your cause be cast, and you shall 
surely stand in judgment, and be found at the 
right hand anions the sheep, and hear the lung 
say, "Come, ye blessed, inherit the kingdom."* 

6. Outhuuhand, 

I will be a husband to yoa.' In loving kind- 
ness and in mercies will I betroth you unto me 
fi>r ever.* I will espouse your interest, and will 
be as one with you, and you with me :^ You 
shall be for me, and not for another; and I alsc^ 
will be for you.^ Thoc^h I found you as an 
helpless infant, exposed in its blood, all your un- 
worthineBs d«di not discourage me. Lo, I have 
looked upon you, and spread my skirt over you, 
and put my comeliness upon you. Moreover, I 
enter into covenant with you, and you shall be 
mine.^' Behold, I do (as it were) put myself out 
of my own power, and do here solemnly, in this 
my marriage-covenant, make away myself to 
you :^ and, with myself, all thirr^s;' f will be an 
everlasting portion to you.' Lift up now your 
eyes eastward, and westward, and northward, 
and southward : Have ye not a worthy portion* 

wPnlm I. 6. EocL iU. 16, 17. z Matt. zzr. 33, 84. a. 
3S. y In. liy. 9. c Hm. u. 19, SO. a Jobn zrii. 11, fSL 
SO. 1 Jobn iv. 15, le. Rev.zxL 3. bHos. Ui.3. e Ezek. 
xvL 4 to 10. d J«r. zzir. 7. zxz. 81. 93. jooL S3, 34. 
•RomaiM viii 33. Rer. zzi. 7. f Ezek. xliv. 98. Jer. U« 
19. PMliawix.57. 
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^gipodly heritage? Ctajyoitoaitupyoiirriclie^ 
or count your own happiness 1 Can you fathom 
ImmeBai^,^ or reach omnipotency, or compr»> 
head eternity? All this is yours. Iwillsetoj^n 
all my treasures to you, I will keep back nothing 
fipomyou. 



SBCTIOK nir 

Ht maketh wer hikn$dfto uak^dlkis usenHdpm' 
fBttUma and perwmd relaiUins, 

All the attributes in the Godhead, and all Ae 
persons in the Godhead/ do I hereby make over 
to you. I will be yours in all my essential per* 
feobons^and in all my personal relations. 

L Biatt mint esaentiat perfeelitM. 

t. Hi$aenityiuthedattiif9urlugn'lnu$, 
My eteraity shall be tha date of your .happi* 

BOSS. 

I am the eternal God; and uriiile I ain,*! wiH' 
be life and bletsedness to yoa* I wffl'^be • 
never failing fountain of joy, and neaoe, and 
Miss unto you.^ I am the first ana the last^ 
that was, and is, and is to come; and mine 

^ a PnOm xxix. 10, U. ctlvi. JO. 1 Tim. i. 17, X PaC v. lib 
b PmIb znvL 7, 4 9- zvi* 11 
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•tamtl power and QodllMd ahaU be bodhd Uf 
you.* 

I will be your Ood, your Father, jour friend, 
while I have any beang.^ Tfaererore fearnot^ 
for the eternal God is your refuge ; and under- 
neath are the everlasting anns.^ My duraMe 
riches and rujrhteousneBS shaU be yours ;• thoufffaf 
all should forsake you, yet will not 1 forsaEe 
you. When the wodd* and aH that is therein, 
flhall be burnt up, I wUl be a standing portion 
for you. MHien you aie forgotten among th« 
dead; with everlasting loving-kindnesa wilTl xo* 
member you.' 

S. HU WichangttihUne»$fiuthe nek qf<Mrr$$L 

IVline unchanffeableness, as the rock of yonf 
rests When ail the world is like the troubled 
ocean round about you, here yon may fix andf 
•etde ; I am your resting-place.^ 

The immutability of my nature, and of my 
counsel, and of my covenant, a foothold for your 
ftiti^ axid a firm roundation for your strongan^ 
eveitasting consolation.* When you are micf" 
ed tossed with tempesti, and not comforted,! 
pat into me ; I am a haven of hope, I am a har<- 



a Imu nxT. tO. lor. zzxiL 40. b las. is. 6. Jer. sxsL 
t. 4 Dont xzxUi.9T. • Prov. TiU. 10. rH«b. ziiL 5. PK, 
ntil. 10. ha. Ut. 10. f Mai. m 6. Psabu IzU. «, 7. xdfcr 
1&. li Jer.Lt. 9Chroii.xiv.U. i S Tim. ii. 19. H^ 
vLn,I0. JIfa.llv.n. 



hot of rest for you ; here ctet your anchon, and 
you shall never be moved.^ 

3. H» cmnipoteneyfar our guard. 

Mine omnipotency shall be your guard.- I am 
God Almighty, your Almighty Protector, your 
Almighty Benefadtor.^ 

What, thodgh y6ur eliemies are many ?« More 
are they that are with yotr, than they that are 
against you; for I am with you.* What, though 
they are mighty?— They are not almighty. 
Your Father Is greater than all, and none shall 
piuck you out of my hands.e Who can hinder 
my power, or obstruct my salvation 1^ Who is 
like unto the God of Jesnurun, who rideth on 
the heaven for your help, and in his excellency 
on the sky? I am the sword of your defence, 
and the shield of your excellency .s I am your 
rock and your fortress, your deliverer, your 
strength, the horn of your salvation, and youi 
high Tower "» I will maintain you against all the 
power of the enemy : you shall n<'ver sink, if 
omnipotency can support you.' The gates of 
hell shall not prevail against you si your ene- 
mies shall find hard work of it They shall 

a Jflr. xvii. 13, 17. Psalm xlvi. 1, 9, 5. cxzv. 1. b Oen. 
ST. I.zvii. 1 c Psalm xxv. 19. dSChron. xxii. 7, 6.t 
Kings vi. 16. e John x. 28. fUa. xliii. 13. Dan. iv. 3S. 
9 Pet. ii. d. g Deut. xxxiu. 96, 29. h Psals xvm. t> 
MPouL 9.£zod.xxrUi.lS.H€b.viL85.ix.S4. JWtt 
18. 
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o^ereome victoiyi or enervate omnipotency, or 
corrupt fideli^, or change immutability, or else 
they cannot iinally prevail aeainst you ; either 
they shall bow or break.* Though they should 
exalt themselves as the eagle, though they 
should set their nest amon^ the stars, even there 
will I bring them down, saith the Lord.^ 

4. His faUhfuiness, for our security. 

My faithfulness shall be your security.^ My 
truth, yea, my oath shall fail, if ever yon come 
oft losers by me.<^ I will cause you to confess^ 
when you see the issue of all my providences^ 
that I was a God worthy to be trusted, worthy 
to be believed; worthy to be rested in and relied 
upon.e If you walk not in my judgments, yott 
must look for the rod ; and you shall see that I 
am not in jest with you, nor will indulge you in 
your sins.' Nevertheless, my loving-kindnet»8 
will I never take from you, nor sufler my faith* 
fulness to fail. My covenant will I not break^ 
nor alter tlie thing that is gone out of my lips^ 

5. Jffis mercies, as cur store. 

My mercies shall be your store.e I am the 
Father of mercies ; and such a Father I will be 

a Il«T. lii. 9. ba. Ixvi. 4. b Obad. 4. Jer. jcliz. 1ft 
e Psalm Izxziz. 33, 34, 35. d Jan. Uv. 9, 10. Mark z. 9& 
80. « Psalm zxxiv. 4, 5, 6, 8. Ixxxiv. 18. cxlvi. 5. Jer. xtU« 
7, 8. Psalm zjcil. 4. 5. f Psalm Ixzzix. 30, 31, 38, &e, 
Aaios iii. 9. 1 Sam. zU. 15. 1 Pet. iv. 17. g biu xlvii. ?• 
liiil.7.PMUmczix.41. 



IP ytm.*- I am.tha Fountain of mercMt; m4 
thin Fountain rfiftll be ever open to Tou.^ sf j 
inercies are Tety many, and they shau be multi- 
plied towards you ;« ¥ery great, and they shall 
be magnified upon you;* very sure, and they 
ahaH be for ever sure to you ;• very tender, atfd 
they shall be infinitely tender of you/ Though 
the fig-tree do not blossom, nor the \ine bear, 
nor the flock bring forth ; fear not, for my com- 
passions (ail not.K Surely goodaess and mercy 
■hall follow you all the days of your lives."* I 
will make an everlasting covenant with you, that 
I will not turn away from you to do you good.' 
I swear that I will show you the kindness of 
OhodJ I can as soon forget to be God, as forget 
to be gracious.^ While my name is ** Jebo- 
TAB, merciful, gracious, lon^-suflfering, abun- 
dant in goodness and truth,*' I will never forget 
to show mercy to you.' All my ways towards 
you shall be mercy and truth."* I have sworn 
that I would not be wroth with you, nor rebuke 
you; for the mountains shall depart, and the 
hills be moved ; but my kindness shall not de- 
part from you ; neither shall the covenant of my 
peace be removed, saith the Lord that hath mercy 
on you. 



aSCor. L3. bF)n]inzzzTi.9.Rev.zxt6. eNelkix. 
n. tsa. It. 7. d 1 Cbron. zzi. 13. Geo. six. 19. « I«. 
axii. 33. r Psalm ezix. 156. ciii. 4. gHab. ui. 17. Laa. 
lit. 93. h Psalm xxiii. 6. i Jer. zxziL 40. j 1 Sam. sx. 
14, 19, 17. xxT. 0, 10. k Ptalm hcTii. 9. 1 Plain eiiLH. 
aniv. (i» 7. m nalm szr. lO. 



0. £B« MOilicMiicy, 09 our mninut. 

Mine omnisciency shin be your overseer. 
Mine eyes shall be ever open, observing your 
wants, to relieve them, and your wrongs, to 
avenge them.* Mine ears shaU be ever open, to 
hear the prayers of my poor, the cries ot mine 
oppressed, the clamors, the calumnies, and re- 
proaches of your enemies.^ Surely I have seen 
your affliction, and known your sorrows: and 
shall not God avenge his own elect? I will 
avenge them speedily.® I see the secret plots 
and designs of your enemies against you,^ and 
will disannul their counsels ;e I see your secret 
integrity, and the uprightness' of your heart to- 
wards me, while the carnal and censorious 
world condemns you as hypocrites.^ Your se- 
cret prayers, fasts, and tears, which the world 
knoweth not of— I observe them, and I record 
them.* Your secret care to please me, your se- 
oet puns with your own hearts, your secret sel& 
searching and self-denial, — I see them all ; and 
your Father, which seeth in secret, shall reward 
themopenly> 

a 1 Pet iii. 13. Ezod. iii. 7. !i Pialm zzadv. l&^xod. 
tt.S4,«». Zeph. ii. 6, 9, 10. «U1m xviU. 9, 7, & dPiu 
szxrii. 19. lucuiL 3, 4. xxziii. 10. Jer. xi. ) 9. e Isiu vfiL 
10.zzix.l4,lMiT.17. f Job i. 8, 9, 10, U. 2Chron. XT. 
17. fflfatt.iT.(m& Actsz.4. VVbUt* va»9*tV^^ 
tCmkXtzir. ST. 



W tax 8AIIIT*f 

7. Hit vfitdomf at our eeuntelhri. 

My wisdom shall be your counsellor. If any 
want wisdom, let him ^^ak of me, and it shall be 
given him.* I will be your deUverer. When 
yon are in darkness, I will be a light to you ,>> I 
will make your way plain before you.« You are 
but short-sighted, but I will be eyes to you.^ I 
will watch over you, to bring upon you all the 
good I have promised,* and to keep off all the 
evil you fear ; or to turn it into good.' You shall 
have your food in its season, and your phy ic in 
its season ; mercies, afflictions, all suitable and 
in their season.e 

I will outwit your enemies, and make their 
oracles to speak but folly."* The old serpent 
shall not deceive you, I will acquaint vou with 
his devices.* The deceitful hearts you fear, shall 
not undo you; I will discover their wiles. 

I know how to deliver the godly out of temp- 
tation, and to reserve the unjust to the day of 
judgment to be punishedj Trust in me with 
all your hearts, and lean not to your own un- 
derstanding j^ I am God that performeth oU 
things for you.' I will forfeit the reputation of 
my wisdom, if I make you not to acknowledge, 
when you see the end of the Lord,™ (though at 

f James i. 5. b Mieah viL 8. e Isa. xlii. 16. Ivii. 14. 
a Ua- xlii. 6. 7. xlir. 6. e Jer. xxxi. 88. zzxH. 41, 48. 
f Pulm xci. to, 14. Jcr. xxiv. 5. g Psalm xxiii.2, 3. 1 Pet. 

looif""^*.:!!®'*- hlM.xix.3tol5. iSCor.ii. IJ. 
J 8 Pet. II. 9. k Pro. ui. 5. 1 Psalm Ivii. 8. m Jamos v. 11. 
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present you wonder, and reach not the meaning 
of my proceeding!,*) that all my works are in 
weight, and in number, and in tune, and in orw 
der;i> if I force you not to cry out, ** Manifold 
are thy works ; m wisdom hast thou made them 
aU.»^ 

8. Hi8 justice, as our menger ond rewwrdnT. 

My justice shall be your avenger and reward- 
er.*' Fear not to approach ; fury is not in me<e 
My justice is not only appeased towards you, 
but engaged for you/ I am so fully satisfied in 
the sacrifice of my Beloved, that justice itself, that 
was as a flamine sword drawn asainst vou, doth 
now greatly bemend you ; and that which was 
an amazing, confounding terror, shall now be- 
come your relief and con8olation.s Under all 
your oppressions, here shall your refuge be.^ Let 
me know your grievances, my justice shall right 
your wrongs, and reward your services.* You 
may conclude upon your pardon, conclude upon 
your crowns, conclude upon repamtion ^t all 
jrour injuries; and all from the sweet considera- 
tion 01 my justice;] the thought of which, to 
others, is as the horrors of the shadow of death* 

• Jer.zU.1. b Eccl. UL 1, 14. c PMlm zxxiii. 4. eidv. 
10. civ. 34. d 9 Hmm. i. 6. S Tim. vr, 8. e Inu jucvii. 4. 
f Imu zil. 1. g Eccl. iii. 17. ▼. 8. Paalm iz. 1, 9 to 14. xevii. 
1. zciz. 1. h Penlm vi. 9. ciiL 6. i Ptalm ebnri. 7. Hab. 
«(. 10. J ] Joho }. 9, 11, 18. STin. it. 8. 8TbeH.L4, 5. 1 
Pet.ii.». 



If yon lin, dctpair not; remember, I am joet ttf 
^^ve yon. If you are at any pains or cost for 
me, do not count it lost, for I am not unrighteoiui 
Id forset you. I am the Righteous Judge, that 
have hid up for you, and will set on you, the 
crown of rishteousness. Are you reviled, per 
secuted, defamed? Forget not that I am rignte- 
ous to render tribulation to them that trouble 
you ; and to you that are troubled, rest with me. 
Though all your services and sufferings deserve 
not the least good at my hands, yet as I have 
freely passed my promise to reward them, so I 
will as justly keep it 

9. flit omnipreseneef as company for t». 

Mine omnipresence shall be company for you.* 
Surely I will be with you, to bless you.*» No 
bolts, no bars, nor bonds, nor banishment, shall 
remove you from me, nor keep my presence and 
the influences of heaven from you.^ I am al- 
ways with you :^ in your darkest nights, in your 
deepest dangers, I am at hand with you, a veiy 
mesent help in the time of trouble.* I am not a 
God afar on, or asleep, or in a journey, when yon 
need my counsel, mine ear, or aid. I am al- 
w^s nig^ unto them that fear me.'' 

No Patmos, ho prison shall hinder the prs> 

e 1 Chnm. zzii. 18. Jodi. i. 5, 0. Ira.'z]i. 10. bO«n« 
SXtLM. oGen.zxzix.81,83. d Matt. zzviii. 80. •f*» 
sIvL 1. sodr. 18. fPpslmlxz3iv.O. ezhr.ia 
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peiMO of my gmee ftom you.* My praMBoe 
•hall lighten the darkest dungeon where you can 
bo thrust.^ 

10. Hit hoUnest, a$ afamUdn rfgme* tow. 

My holiness shall be a fountanH of grace to 
yoa.« 1 am the God of hope,<^ the God of love,* 
the God of patience/ the Author and Finiahe' 
of faithfC the God of all grace ;^ and I will give 
grace to yoo.^ My design is to make you par- 
takers of my holinessj 

I will be a constant sprin"]; of spiritual life to 
you.^ The water that I shall give you, shall be 
m you as a well of water, springing up uito ever* 
lasting life. The seed of life that I shall put in 
you, shall be so fed, and cherished, and main- 
tained by my power, that it shall be immortaL' 
The unction that you shall receive from the Holy 
One, shall abide in you, and teach you all things 
ttecessary for you ; and, as it hath tausht yen, 
you shaft abide in him."* Keep but the pipea 
open, and ply the means which I have pre- 
■cribed. ana you shall flourish in the courts of 
your God.^ Yea, I will satisfy your soul in 



•Rer. L 0, 10. Acts zvi. 85, 96. b Acts xH. 7. Is*. MIL 
10. c John i. 16. 8 Pet L 4. d Rom. zv. 13. 08 Cor. 
ziiL 11. fRoni.zT.S. rHeb. xiL 8. h 1 Pet. v. 10. 
iPialm Izxziv. 11. J Heb. zii. 10. k Oal. ii. 90. Jofam 
Jdr. 19. Tin. 19. z. 10. zhr. 6. 1 John iv. 14. 1 John iU. 9. 
1 Pet. i. 93. CoUii. 19. m John xiv.lO, 17. 1 ^ol|n U.90, 
87. Dpro.TiU.34. FMlmzGiL13f 
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» 

dfougfat, and make fat yoar bones, and ye shall 
be like a watered garden.* Lo, I will be as the 
dew unto you, and you aliall grow as the lily, 
and cast forth your roots as Lebanon ; and your 
branches shall spread, and your beauty shall be 
as the olive tree;** you shall still bnng forth 
fruit in old age, you shall be fat and noorish- 
ing;«* 

11. His aooereigntyf to be, as tt were, com- 
manded by us. 

My sovereignty shall be commanded by you.' 
Ton shiUl be my favorites, men of power to 
prevail with me.o All mine attributes shall be 
at the command of your prayers.'' 

IS. His aU^st^SMcney, to be the lot of our 
jgUuritance, 

In short, mine alUsufficiency shall be the lot 
of yoor inhentance.K ' My fulness is your trea- 

aba. Iriii. 11. bHo«. xiv. 5,6. e Psalm xeii. 14. 
d Gen. zxzii. S6, 28. Matt. zzi. S2. e Ho*, zii. 4. Jauea 
V. 17, 18. f Isa. zlv. 3, 11. g Gen. viii. 1. Psalm ztL 
8, 0. 



* We nndentand this passar e as refjorriiig to these^ 
irorsMppers who w«re eoostant in their attendance in the 
eourts of the tabernacle, as if thf«y had been trees there 
pianted — these the psalmist considers as floarishing in 
Ihith and hope, and bringing forth the fruits i 
to old age, Kke the olive. 



BOre ;* my house is your home.*' Yon may come 
BB freely to my store, as to yoor own 6upboard ;■ 
you may have your hand as freely in my trea- 
sures, as in your own purses. 

You cannot ask too much, you cannot look 
Ibr too much, from me.** I will pve yoU com- 
IbrtSj or he myself to you instead uf all comforts.* 
You shall have children, or I will be better to 

r>u than ten children ;'' you shall have riches, or 
will be more to you than all riches-S 
You shall have friends, if best for you; or else 
I will be your comforter in your solitude ;"• your 
counsellor in your dii^tress/ If you leave father 
or mother, or houses, or lands, for my sake, you 
•hall have a hundred-fold in me, even in this 
tlmej When your enemies shall remove your 
comforts, it shall be but as letting the cistern 
ran, and opening my fountain ; or putting out 
the candles, and letting in the f>un. The swell- 
in^ of the waters shall raise higher the ark of 
your comfort^ 1 will be the staff of bread to you, 
your life and the strength of your days.* £ will 
be a house and home to you ; yOu shall dwell 
with me t yea, dwell in me, and I in you.'" I will 
stand and fall with you.° I will repair your 

a Numb, zvlii. SO. Drat, z* 9. Psalm xvL 5, 6. b Psalm 
zci. 1, 9. e Eph. iii. IS. d Kph. v. 90. Matt. vii. 7, 8. 
e Gftn. KT. 1. Paalni IxxxW. 11. f 1 Sam. i. 8. Isa. M. 5. 

fS Cor. vi. 10. h Isa. li. 5. John xiv. 18. 8 Cor. L 3, 4. 
Psalm lxzlU.S5,S6. j Hark z.30. k Rom. v. 3. Bab. 
X. 34. Aeta ▼. 41. 1 Deut. zxz. 90. Isa. xzziii. 16. m Deut. 
sodiL IS. John xiv. 93. 1 /ohn iii. 94. a Pialm zuvii. 
17,81lTi4. lM.zli.ia 



loMM, u>d Telicvs yaai needs.* Can jon Inttp 
oattbeUoip orbea.ien,or lave outthebooD^ . 
lenoManwilfa yoatbandB! WhTi the tan ehaS 
be duh, uid the sea be diy, before the Father 
of limits, tho Fountain of mercies shall be ox- 
hkuMed. Behold, though the norld hath been 
Bpeodina upon the stock of my mercy, evei nnc* 
I created man upon the earth, yet it ram wHh 
liill Mieam ; Btill my sun dolh diflnse its lays, 
•nd disburse its light, and yet abinei as brisht as 
ererj much ntorecanldispensBofmjp'fiaMiie*!, 
and fill mj cioatures brimful and running OTer, 
and yet have nerer the leu in myself; and till 
this all-Bufliciency be spent, you ihall nerer b« 
undone. I am Uie God or Abraham, and of 
Isaac, and of Jacob ;'> and vrfaatever I naa to 
them, 1 will be to yoa. 

Are you in want? 'Y'on know whither to go: I 
am ever at home ; you shall not go away emptv 
from my door. 'Sever distract yoanelvee witn 
earM and fears, but make known jour requesta 
by prayer and supplication unto me f I will help 
when all do faiL^ When friends ful, and heart 
faili,* when yont eye-etrings and your heart- 
stiings crack, when your acqoaintance leavea 
Tou, and your soul leaves you, my bosom shall 
De open to you ;' I will lock up your dust^ wUl 
receive your souls. 



13. Ais imfinUenesSy to le the extent of our kikerU- 

once. 

And mine infiniteness shall be the extent of 
your inheritance. Can you, by searehing, find* 
out God? Can yen find out the Almighty to per^ 
fection? It ifl as high as heaven; what can you 
do ? De^er than hell ; what can you know ?* 
This height incomprehensible, this deep vaify^ 
tfaomable, shall be all yours, for ever yours. 

I am your inheritance, which no line can mea> 
sure, no arithmetic can value, no surveyor can 
describe.** 

IJA up now your eyes to the ancient rnomi* 
taiiiB, and to the everlasting hills ; all that yoq 
can see is yours.^^ But your short sight cannot 
ken the moiety of what I give you; and when 
you see and know most, you are no less tiuot 
mfinitely short of the ^scovery of your own 
liidies.^ 

n. In aU hbpenmalrMkns, 

Tea, further, I will be yours in all my pei^ 
■onal relations. 



a Job xt. 7, 8. Psalm 1. 7. b Ezek. xTvr. 28. Epb. iiii 
8b ] Tim. tL 16. Psalm cxlv. 3. c Gen. zUjb 98b 90^ 
i Vph. iiL 8. Rom. XL 33. Joba xtU. 83. 34. 




40 THE aAdrTV 

Fhit^ Ood the Father^tobeaFaiher tarn, 

I am tho evorlaating Father, and I wiH be a 
Father to yoit.* I take you for *my ionji and 
daughters.** Behold I receive you, not <a8 aer* 
vants, but as eons, to abide in my hoase Hat 
ever.^ Whate¥«r love or care children may look 
for from their father, that may you expect from 
me / and much more, as I am wiser, and great- 
er, and better than any earthly parents* If earth- 
ly fathers will give ^ood things to their children, 
much more will I gfre to you<e If sueh cannot 
forget their children, much less will I forget 
you/ What would my children have ? Your 
lather's heart, and your father's house; your 
father's care, and your father's ear; your father's 
bread, and your father's rod/ — all these shall be 
youry^ 

1. Hepromiseth hie fatherly affection, 

Tou shall bave any fatherly afl^tion. My 
heart I share among you, my tenderest love I 
bestow upon you> 

a John zz. 17. b 3 Cor. vi. 18. e John tUI. 35, 3& 
d Mat. rt 31, 33. e Luke zi. 13. f laa. zlix. 15. g Job 
Til. 17. John ziv. 3. 1 Pet. v. 7. Matt vii. 9. Lake zii. 
»^Sl,33.Heb. sii.7. h 1 John iiL 1. Jer. ZBd. 3. Iwk 
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^ My fatherly compassion. As a father piticvtfa 
his ehildren, so will I pity yoa* I will consider 
your frame, and not he extreme to mark what is 
done amiss by you ; but cover all with a mantle 
of my pardonmg love.^ 

3. His fatherly instrueHcn* 

My fatherly instruction. I will cause yon to 
bear the sweet voice behind you, saying ^ This 
is the way." I will tender your weakness, and 
inculcate mine admonitions, line upon line f and 
feed you with milk, when you cannot digest 
rtronger meat** I wQl instruct you, and guide 
you with mme eye.e 

4. His faiherlif proteethtL 

. My iatheriy protection. In my fear is strong 
confidence, and my children shall have a place 
of refuge.'' My name shall be your strong tower; 
to whidi you may at all times fly, and be safe.< 
To your strong hold, ye prisoners of hope \^ I 
am an open refuge, a near and iDviolable rcfu^ 
for you.* 



a PMtIm cHi. 13, li. b fUhn bcxvUi. 39. e faa 
91. d In. zxviii. 13. 1 Cor. ui. 2. e Paalm zjcziL 8. 
fPn>v.xiv.96. g Prov. xvui. 10. hZecb.iz.19. ift. 
xlviil.S. Dent. Iv. 7. Job. xi. 18, 19. 
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6. HUf0lUt0rt^pni9i$kn. 

My fiitherly provision. Be not afrud of wan^ 
In your father's house there is bread enough.* I 
wifi care for your bodies. Care not for what yoa 
shall eat, drink, or put on : let it suffice you, that 
your Heavenly Father knoweth that you hare 
need of all these things.^ I will provide for your 
souls ; meat for them, mansions for them, and 
portions for them.* 

Behold, I have spread the table of my gosp^ 
for you, with privileges and comforts that no 
man ti^eth from you.^ I have set before you 
the bread of life, and the tree of life, and the wa- 
ter of hfet« eat, O friends! Drink abundantly, 
O beloved. 

But aU this is but a taste of what I have pie- 
pared. You must have but similes and hmts 
now; and be contented with glimpses and 
Itlances here : but you shall be shortly taken op 
into your Father's bosom, and Uve for ever in lae 
fattest views of his glory/ 

6. JSis fatherly probaUmC 

My fatherly probation. I will chasten joa^ 
because I love you ; that you may not be con- 
dinned with the world.* 

a Psahii zzzir. 9. Luke zv. 17. b Malt. vt. 95 to tha 
«Bd. Luke<U.S8to34. ^ JolmTi.30tollO.PMtecilfL 
IS. Pnlm zvi. 5, 6. 1«m. i v. M. d Im. xzv. 6. Mi«t. zsH. 
4. Prav. ix. S. e John iri. 46. Eev. U. 7. xxtt. 17. f I 
The«. It. 17. ^ 1 Cor. xt 38. ?wr. m, 11, 19, 
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fSecofidly, CM lAe Son, Uhta huhtmd to ut . 

My Son I give unto you, in a roarriage-coTe- 
nant for ever.* I make him over to you, as wis* 
dom for ^our illumination ; righteoosness, for 
jour justification ; sanctification, for the curing 
of your corruptions ; redemption, for your deh- 
verance (jrom your enemies.'^ I bestow him upon 
you with all lus fulness, all his merits, and all his 
graces. 

He shall be yours in all his offices. I have 
anointed him for a ftrophet. Are you ignorant 7 
He shall teach you ; He shall be eye-salve to 
you.<: I have sent him to preach the gospel to the 
poor, to restore sight to the blind, and to set at 
liberty them that are bruised.** 

I have established him, by oath, as a priest for 
ever.« If any sin. he shall be your advocate; he 
shall expiate your guilt, and make the atone- 
ment.'* Have you an^ sacrifice and service to 
oflbr 1 Bring it unto hira, and you shall receive 
an answer of peacejK Present your petitions by 
his hand ; him will I accept** Havmg such an 
high priest over the house of €i^d,' you may 
come and welcome ; come with boldness. 

Him have I set up as a king upon my holy hill 
of Sion. He shall rule you, he shall defend 
you.J He is the king of righteousness, king of 

• Ua.lx.«. xlU.6. aCor.xi.S. blCor.i.90. e Im. 
jdix. e. zliL 16. Rev. ui. la d Luke iv. 1& ePwfas 
ex. 4 f 1 John U. 1, S. Zeeh. xtii. 1. gt Pet. 11. 5. 
Sab. xiiL 15. h John xiv. 13, 14. i Heb. z. 1^ 90, Sl» 
ML J Im. ix.fl; 7. Malt. i.fl. 
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paaoe; and audi a king ahall be be to yw^^ I 

will set up his standara for you ;^ I will set up 
bis throne in you.<^ He shall reign in righteous- 
ness, and rule in judgment. He snail be a hidings 
place from the wind, and a covert from the tem- 
pest, and the shadow of a great rock in a weaiy 
land.<^ He shall hear your causes, judge jour 
enemies,e and reign till he hath put ail under his 
feet ;'' yea, and qnder your feet : for they shall be 
as ashes under you, and you shall tread them, 
saith the Lord of hosts.s Yea, I will undo them 
that afflict you ; and all they that despised you, 
shall bow themselves down at die soles of your 
feet'* And you shall go forth, and behold the 
carcases of the men that have trespassed afiainst 
me : their worm shall not die, neither shall the/r 
fire be auenched ; and they shall be an abhor- 
ring to ail flesh.' 

Thirdly. God the Spirit to be comsdlor mul totir 

fmier to us. 

My Spirit do I give unto you, for yomt coun- 
sellor and comforter J He shall be a constant in- 
mate with you, and shall dwell in you, and abide 
with you for eyer> I consecrate you as templsA 

a Reb. viL 3. Jer. xxiii. 6. Epk.ii 14. b Ira. adix. 82. 
•PMlm ex. S. Lok0 xvii. 2t. d In. xxxO. S. e ba. zl. 
8»4,5. malm ex. 1. J Cor. XV. 35. f Hal. iv. 3. k In. 
Is. 14. Zaph. m. 19. i ba. Izvi. S4. j John xvi. T. Eon. 
ViU.14. fcEs«k.xxxvi.87. Mm sir. IC, 17. 
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to hifl holiness.* He shall beyour guide, hm 
shall lead you into all truth.^ Eie shall be your 
advocate, to inditeyour prayers and make inter- 
cession for jovL^ He shall be oil to your wheels, 
and strengtn to your ankles ; wine to your hearts, 
marrow to your bones, and wind to your sails* 
He shall witness your adoption :^ He shall seal 
yon up to the day of redemption, and be to you 
the earnest of your inheritance, until the re- 
demption of the purchased possession.e 



SECTION iv. 

fie ghtth att thmga with Mmself, b<tth prenni and 

to come. 

And as I ^ve you myself^ so much more all 
thin^ with myself'/ earth and heaven ; life and 
dead; things present, and things to come.c 

m 

I. Things present mars. 

Things present are yours. Lo, I give you Ca- 
leVs blessing, — the upper springs and the nether 
springs. I will bless you with all spiritual bless- 
ings, in heavenly places, in Christ.^ 

alCor.iii.16,17. vi. 19. bGal.T.18. John artr. 88. 
cRom. vili. 26, 27. d Rota. viii. 19. e Eph. i. 14. iiL 
14. 3 Cor. i. 3-2. f Rom. viu. 33. 1 Cor. Ox. 23. g Jofci 
xri 13. h Eph. i. 3. 
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First The Uftper springs, cr blessings spiritiudg 
as 1. Jidqption, access, audienee, peace, ptM^ 
verance. 

To you pertaineth the adoption, and the glory, 
the covenants, and the service of God, and the 
promises.* To you will I give the white stone 
and the new name,** access into my presence,* the 
acceptation of your persons,** the audience of 
your prayers.* 

Peace I leave with you ; my peace I give unto 
you/ I will undertake for your perseverance, 
and keep you (if you are faithful) to the end ; and 
then will crown mine own erift with eternal life.* 
I have made you heirs of God, and co-heirs with 
your Lord Jesus Clmst, and you shall inherit all 
thmg8.i> 

3« HuprotectUmof his angels. 

« 

I have iDTanted you mine angels for your guar- 
dians. The conrtiei s of heaven shall attend upon 
you; thev shall all be ministering spirits for your 
good.' Behold, I have given them charge over 
you, upon their fidelity to look after you j and, 
as the tender nursps, to bear you in their arms, 
and to keep you from coming to .ady hurtl^ 

aRom. ix.4. bRev. ii. 17. c Eph. iii. fi. d Bph. i. 
0. e 1 John V. 14, 15^ James v. 14, 15, 16. f John ziv. 
97* g Jer. zxzii. 40. John x. SB. Phil. i. 0. b Ronn 
▼m. if. Rev. ui. 7. i Heb. 1. 14. k Vaaka xd. 11, 12. 
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These shtll be as the careful shepherd, to watch 
oTer my flock by night, and to encamp romid 
about my fold.* 

3. TkeintpeeHonofhismbiisien. 

My ministen I give for your guides.^ Pauly 
ApoUoa, Cepha8,-<^«U are yours.*' I aui always 
with them, and they shall be always with you, 
to the end of the world.^ You shall have pas* 
toffs after mine own heart ;« and Uiis shall be my 
covenant with you, that mv Spirit, which is upon 
you, and my words, which I have put into your 
mouth, shall not depart out of j^our mouth, nor 
the mouth of your seed, uor of your seed's seed, 
saith the Lord, from henceforth and forever,'* 

4. The rod of kis disHpUne. 

In short, all my officers shall be for the pro- 
fiting and perfecting of you:* all mine ordi- 
nances shall be for the edifying and saving of 
3rou> The very severities of my house, admoni- 
tions, censures, &c. and the whole discipline of 
my faooily, shall be for the preventing of your in- 
fection, the coring of corruption, the procuring 
of your salvation/ 

a Psalm xzxtv. 7. bEpb. iv. 11. c 1 Cor. ill. tt. 
dMatt. xxViiUaQ. Eph. !▼. 13. e Jcr. iU. 15. zxiiL 4. 
fl8a.lix.31. 9 Eph. 17. 12. h '2 Cor. xii. 19. Rom.i.iet 
i 1 Cor. v. 5, 6, 7. Matt, xviii. 15. Jaroea v. 80t 
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My word have I ordained for conycrting your 
souls, enlightening your ^es, rejoicing your 
hearts, cautioning you of dangers, cleansing your 
defilements, and conforming you to mine image.* 
To you I commit the OFades of God i^ here you 
shau be furnished against temptations ;<^ hence 
you shall be comforted under distresses and af- 
ractions ;^ here you shall find my whole coun- 
sel 4* This shall instruct you in your way, cor- 
rect you in your wanderings, direct you into the 
truths to be belieyed, detect to you the erroiB to 
be rejected/ 

5. The pledges of his sacramtnU. 

My sacraments I give yon as the pledges of 
laj love. You shall u'eely claim them ; they are 
children's bread. Lo, I have given them as 
seals, to certify all that I have here promised 
you;s and when these sacred signs are detivered 
unto you, then know and remember, and con- 
sider m your hearts, that I therein plight you my 
troth, and set to my hand, and do thereby ratify 
and eonfirm every article of these indentures 
and do actually deliver into your own hands this 
glorious charter, with all its inununities and pri- 
\i\eg^^ as your own for ever> 

bRom. ijL2. eMatt.iv.4. Eph. vi. 11. 17. dPMlm 
fSr'^^* f Act«xx.27. f2Tim.ui.l6. Paalmexix. 
105. fKonLiv.ll. hlCor.xu25. OciuxYtLW. 



Secondly. Tke nether apringSf or tnereies Umfth 
rd : 1. The supply tfhia crMfure*. 

And having sowed to you so lai^ly in spirit- 
ual blessings, shall you not much more reap the 
temporal ? Be yon not of doubtAil mind ;— all 
these things shall bo added unto you.* My crea- 
tures I grant for your servants and supplies.** 
Heaven and earth shall minister to you: all the 
stars in their courses shall serve you, and (if 
need be) shall fight for you.'' And! will make 
my covenant for you wim the beasts of the field, 
and with the fowls of heaven ; and you shall be 
in league with the stones of the field, and all- 
shall be at peace with you.<* I will undertake 
for all your necessities. Do I feed the fowls, 
and clothe the grass ; and do you think that I 
wiU neglect my children ?« I hear the young 
ravens when the^ cry ; shall 1 not much more 
folfii the desire or them that fear me 7^ Fear not; 
you shall be sure to want no j^ood thing.s You 
would not yourselves desire riches, pleasures, or, 
preferment to your hurt. I will give meat to 
them that fear me ; I will be ever mindful of my 
covenant.** 



• Lttke zii. 29, 31. b Psalm viii. 3 to the end. o Jadfes 
▼.90. dJobv.23. Hoe. u. 18. e Matt. 1-1.35 to the end. 
fPsalaicxlT.19. 03dvii.9. f Ptalrnxxziv. 10. hi 
ezL 5» 
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8. The ethoperation qf hit firmMme§t» 

My provideDces shall co-operateto your good.* 
The croas wind shall blow you the sooner and 
swifter into your haibor. You shall be prefer- 
red, when yoii seem most debased ; and toen be 
greatest gainers^ when you seem to be deepest 
losers ; and most effectually promote your good, 
when you seem most to deny it.'' 

II. Tkmga to come ours, 

K ThinglB to come arc yours : the porfecting of 
y<mr souls, the redemption of your bodies, the 
consummation of your bliss. 

1. M death, in glot^Uation kiiHate. 

When Tou have glorified me for a while on 
earth, and finished the work I hare given you to 
do, you shall be caught up into puradiae, and 
rest from your labors, and your W(»-ks shall fol- 
low you.* 

8. The convoy qf angels. 

I will send of mine own lifeguard to conduct 
home your departing souls,*^ and receiye you 

aBero. viii.S8. bSCor.iv. 17. Mark x. 89. Phfl-i. 
S9. e ft«t. ziv. 13. Lake xxiii. 43. d Lake xtL 98. 
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•mong the mnrits of just men made perfect ;* 
and you shall look back upon Pharaoh, and all 
his ^ host, and see your eneoiiea dead upon the 
shore. 

3. Redemption from all ^ffUcHons and comiplioM* 

Then shall be your redemption from aU your 
afflictions, and all your corruptions.** 

4. The thorn in the JUsh taken out. 

The thorn in the flesh shall be pulled out,%nd 
the hour of temptation shall be over, and the 
tempter for ever out of work. 

5. The sweat toiped off from our hrows. 

The sweat shall be wiped off from your brows, 
and the day of cooling and refreshing shall come; 
and you shall sit you down for ever under my 
shadow.^ For the Lamb that is in the midst of 
the throne, shall feed you, and lead you to the 
living fountains of waters.^ 

6. The tean wiped away from our eyes. 

The tears shall be wiped away from your 
eyes, and there shall bo no more sorrow nor 
crying, neither shall there be any more pain ; for 

aReb. XU.S3. bLukexxi. 28. Eph. iv. 30. oAote 
iU.19. Hcb.iv.9. dRev.ml?. 



60 TBE 9AiMT'0 

the former thiags are passed away, and behold 
I make all thing^s new.* I will change Marah 
unto Naomi, and the cup of sorrow into the cup 
of salvation ; and the bread and water of afflic- 
tion, into the wine of eternal consolation.** You 
shall take down your harps from the willows, 
and I will turn your tears into pearls, and your 
penitential wpalms into songs of deliverance. 
You shall cnange your Ich^ddt* into Hosrni^ 
nuJuj and your Ejahai\ of sorrow into Hattdujahs 
of joy.*^ * 

f ' 7. The €roM taken off from our hacks. 

The cross shall be taken off from yoqr backs, 
and you shall come out of your great tribula- 
tions, and wash your robes, and make them 
white in the hlood of the Lamb ; and you shall 
be before the throne of God, and serve him night 
and day in his temple. And he that sitteth on 
the throne shall dwell among you ; and yoa shall 
huni^er no more, nor thirst any more ; neither 
shatt the sun light upon yoa, nor any heat.' 

« Rev. zxi. 4, 5. b John xvi. 90, 8S. Lake vL 21. 
c Rev. xiz. 1, 4, 6. d Rev. vii 14, 15. 10. 



(* WUtb U th* QUtTf f or T*kerei»n» OI«ry— An ex 
proetinn need by KU's daucfater-iB>Iaw, aa • name Ibr Che 
aoo of whom ahe waa delivered a little before her death, 
when ahe had heard of the tidings that the ark of God wai 
takei^ and that her father-in-law and her hosband were 
dead. 1 Sam. iv. 19—2] .} 

(t £Jah, an exclamation of grief] 
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^ The fmd takm (ff from our eontciauei. 

The load shall be taken oflT from your eon- 
Bcieiic^B. Sins and doubts shall no more defile 
you, or distress yon.* I will make an end of sin, 
and knock off the fetters of your coimptions ; 
and yon shall be a glorious church, not having 
spot, or wrinkle, or any such thing ; but holy, 
and without blemish.** 

9. The 9oidP§ aimitsion itUo the ehamber tif fn^ 
sencef and HHon of God, 

Thus shall yxm be brought to the King, all 
filorions, in raiment of needle-work, and cloth- 
ing of gold ; with gladness and rejoicing shall 
?rou be brought, and enter into the King's pa- 
ace.*' So shall the beloved of the Lord dwdl 
safely b^r him ; and you shall stand continually 
before him, and behold the beauty of the Lora, 
and hear his wisdom .<* Then will I open in you 
an everfasting spring of joy, and you shall break 
forth into singing, and never cease more, rat 
rest day or night, saying, " Holy, holy, boly.*^ I 
Thus shall the grand enemy expire wMi ymtr 
breath, and the body of death be pot off with 
your dying body ; and the day of yomr death, 
•hall be the biith-day of your ^ory/ 

ilUr.]cz».n. Heb.zlL93. bEph.v.S7. Ser. ytf. 
% 13, 14. ePnte jdT. 9, U^ 14^ 13. d 1 Cor. xUi. ]•» 
• mev.iv.a Pirimxvi.ll. f9Cor.T.i;8. PhiLMMI 
». Luke sdii. 43. 
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10. Jll the renarreeHcn, ki glorifieoHon emuun^ 
HMfe, redtmpHon complete. The return of the 
Redee$ner, The rauing of the body. 

H«ve faith in God.* Wait but a little, and 
80IT0W ahall cease, and f»in be no more: and 
then a little longer, and death shall be no more;^ 
but your last enemy shall be destroyed, and your 
victory completed. Yet a little while, and he 
that shall come, mhU come, and you also shiJl 
appear with him in glory.'^ This same Jesus 
which is taken up from you into heaven,' shall 
so come as he went up into heaven ; and when 
lie cometb, he will receive you to himself; that 
where he is, there you may be a1so.e Behold 
his sign, he cometfa in the clouds of heaven, with 
power and ^reat glory ; and every eye shall see 
Jiim, and all the tribes of the earth shall mourn 
because of him.^ But you shall lift up your 
heads, because the day of your redemption draw- 
eth nigh.K Then shall he sound his trump,^ and 
make you to hear his voice in your dust ;' and 
shall send his mighty angels to gather yon from 
the four winds of heaven p who shall carry you 
in the triumphant chariot of the clouds, to meet 
your Lord ;^ and you shall be prepared for him. 



ft Murk zL S^. b Rev. xx. 14. xxL 4. c Heb. z. 37. 
OoL lii.4. dAcU L 11. e John ziv. 3. fR«T. I. 7. 
M«tt. zxiv. 30. gLoke zzi. 38. John v. 98. k 1 Cor. 
Xv.jn. i 1 TheM. iy. 16. JMfltt. zxiT.31. klTbeH- 
iv. 17. 
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And presented to him, m a bride adorned for Imk 
hdftband.* 



11. FuM eonformityy hcth in body mid mii(, to mar 
glorified Saviour. 

And as vou have borne the imaffe of the earth- 
ly, so shall you bear the image of the heavenly; 
and you shall be fully conformed, both in body 
and spirit, to vour glorious head> 

13. JPubHe approbaUaii and absohtHon, 

Then shall he confess you before his angels,* 
and you shall receive your open absolution be* 
fore all flesh ; and be owned, approved, and ap- 
plauded in the public audience of the general 
JUBembly,^ 

13. ScUmn espousids. 

And you shall be, with all royal solemnitieBy 
eepoused unto the King of glory, in the presence 
or all his -ehining courtiers ;e to the envy, and 
confusion, and terror of your adversaries.'' 

a]UT.Z3d.8. 'bFltil.m.81. Hob. XU.S3. cRsv.iO. 
8. d Matt. 3L 38. azv.as, 34, 35. e lUv. zix. 7, 8. 9 
Gor.hr. 14. lbtt.nv.31. f Luke siii. S8. 



tl. TK«eoroiMlM>nafiitefifM'oneiit«nloflA€Minlt« 
thar sitting in judgment upon tkewinid. 

Bo shall your Lord, with bis own hand, crown 
^ou,* and set you in thrones ;*> and you shall 
judge men and angels,^ and you shall have power 
ov«r the nations,*^ and you shall set your feet 
upon the necks of your eneroiee.o 

Lo, I have set Uie very day for your instal- 
ment;'* I have provided your crowns, I have pre- 
pared the kingdom.^ Wherefore do you doubt, 

ye of little faith ? These are the true sajrings 
of God> Are yon sure that you are now on 
earth ? So surely shall you be shortly with me 
in heaven. Are you sure that you shall die ? 
So surely ^ou shall rise aeain in glory. Lo, I 
have' said it; and who shall re vorae it? You 
shall see me, face to face, and he with me where 

1 am, and behold my glory ;» for I will be g^oli- 
fied in my saints, and admired in all them that 
believej And all flesh shall know that I have 
loved you ;^ for I will make you the instances of 
my grace ;* m whom the wh<^e world shall see, 
how unutterably the Almighty Grod can advance 
thft poor worms of the earth. And the despisen 

o Rev. ii. 10. b Rev. iii. 81. Matt ziz. SS. c 1 Cor. 
vL8,3. dRev.ii.S6,S7. oPMlinzliz.14. fActszrU. 
9t. ffSTim. iv. 8. Jfatixxv. 34. JiRev.xix.9. Jl 
Cor.3du<12. Joluixvu.84. J8TbeM.t.lO. kRav.iii. 
9. lEpli.L9k6. tt.7. 
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shall behold, and wonder, and perish ;* iot Ihcy 
shall be witnesses to the riches of my magnirf' 
cence, and exceeding greatness of my power.^ 
These shall go awaj mto everlasting punish- 
ment, but you into life etemaL*' 

15. (htr triumphant aseennon iiUo heaven. 

For no sooner shall their doom be past, but the 
bench shall rise,** and the judge shall return with 
all his glorious train ; with sound of trumpet, and 
shouts mcredible, shall he ascend, and shall lead 
you to your Father^s house.« Then shall the 
triumphal arches lift up their heads,^ and the 
everlasting gates stand open, and the heavens 
shall receive you all ; and so shall you be ever 
with the Lord.e 

And now will I rejoice over you with singing, 
and rest in my love ; and heaveh shall ring wiSi 
joys and acclamations, because I have received 
you safe and sounds 

And in that day you shall know that I am a 
rewarder of them that diligently seek me;' and 
that I did record your wordsj and botde your 
tears, and tell your wanderings ;^ and kept an 



B Acts ziii. 41. b Luke xvi. S3.' e Matt. zzv. 40. 
d Matt. XXV. 41« 46. e Psalm xlv. 14, 15. Matt. xxv. 43. 
John ziv. S. with 9 Cor. v. 1. fPaaim xxiv. 7. 3 Pet. i. 
11. f John xii. 26. I Thess. iv. 17. h Luke XV. 97. 
illeb.zi.6. jMaLiii.16. kPaaImM.8. 
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•ceoiiBt» even to a eop of cold water/of wliitorH 
you mM or did for my name.* 

16. Blessed eiemity. 

Voa shall surely find, that nothing is lost ;^ but 
you shall have full measure, pressed down and 
running over ;^ thousands of years in paradise 
for the least good thought, and thousands of 
thousands for the least good word: and then the 
reckoning shall begin aeain, till all arithmetic be 
exhausted : for you shall be swallowed up in a 
blessed eternity, and the doors of heaven shall 
be shut upon you, and there shall be no more 
going out*^ 

17. Glorious company. 

The ^orious choir of mine holy ansels, the 
ffoodly fellowship of my blessed prophets, the 
happy society of triumphant apostles, the royal 
hosts of victorious martyrs, — ^these shall be your 
companions for ever.o And you shall come in 
white robes, with palms in your hands, every one 
having the harps of God, and golden vials full of 
odors ; and shall cast your crowns before me, 
and strike in with the multitude of the heaven^ 
hosts, glorifying God, and sa^png, "Hallelujah! 
the Lord God omnipotent reigncfth !' Blesabg, 

a Matt X.4SL b 1 Cor. xv. 58. e Lake vi. 38. d 
xii. 8, 3. Rev. iu. 18. Luke xvi. S6. e Matt. ▼!». H, 1 
Heb.zu.83, 83. f Rev. Yii. 9, 10,11,13. xiz.!St. 
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lioaor, jslonr, and power, be unto Him that 9ttr 
teth upon Uic throne, and unto the Lamb for ever 
and for ever.''* 

18. Beatifical vision. 

In short, I will make you equal to the angels 
of God ;^ and you shall be the ererlfsting trum- 
pets of my praise.*^ You shall be abundantly 
satisfied witn the fatness of my house, and I 
will make you drink of the rivers of my plea- 
sures.** You shall be an eternal ezcellency:e 
and if God can die, and eternity run out^ then, 
and not till then, shall your ioys expire. For 
you shall see me as I am,'^ andf know me as you 
are known ;s and shall behold my face in right- 
eousness, and be satisfied with my likeness.^ 
And you shall be the vessels of my glory ; whose 
blessed use shall be, to receive the overflowings 
of my goodness, and to have mine infinite love 
and glory poured out into you, brimful and run- 
ning over, for evermore.* 

And blessed is he that hath believed ; for there 
shall be a performance of the things that have 
been told him.^ The Lord hath spoken it, ** Yoa 
shall see my face, and my name^hall be written 
in your foreheads; and you shall no more need 
the sun, or the moon ; for the Lord God shall 

•Rev.T.13. b Lake XX. 36. c Rev. vii. 10, 11, 13, Id 
dPMam xxxvi. 8. e Im. Ix. 15. fl John iu. 3. g 1 Cor. 
ziiLlS. liPMdmxvu.l5. i&om.ix.93. 9Tini.ii.90 
Eav.xzii.!. kLokeLiS. 
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09% yoa li|^ and you diall nign for e««r and 
eror.**" 

19. flelaJkelAiMyorM^iieafile. 

And as I ^ye myself to 3^u for your God,, and 
all things with myself; so I take yon for my co- 
venant-people f* and you shall be mine in the day 
when I make up my jewels, saith the Lord of 
hosts; and I will spare you, as a man spareth his 
own son that serveth him.*' The Lord shall 
count when he writeth up the people,— surely 
they are my children.*^ 

I do not only require you to be mine,e ifjroa 
would have me to be for you ; but I do promise 
to make you mine, and to work in you'*' the coqa 
ditions which I require of you ; I will circumei|y 
your hearts to love me ;'* I will take out the htiUi 
of stone ;K my laws will I write within you.** 
^ Yet you must know that I will be sought unto 
for these things ,^ and as ever you expect to par- 
take of the mercies, I charge you to lie at the 
^ool, and wait for my Spint, and be diligent in 
ti^^ase of my mean8> 

a R«T. xui. 3, 4, 5. b Heb. viii. 10. Isau zlui. 1. cM«i 
Ui.l7. d Psalm Ixxxvii.G. eLey.zx.36. Ezelcuzirl. 
f», f Deut. zzz. 6. g Ezek. xzzvi. 26. h Jer. xxzL 33. 
i Ezek. zzzyi. 37. k Pror. ii. 3, 4, 5. Luke zi. 13. 



* Tbm edition of Mr. Ryland, 1791, lias the panaffo tfnir 
* to ymtkmjoutktgrmeesaMddmtiet winch,'' ftc 
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I am* content to abate the rigor of the old 
terms :<> I ^haU not stand upon aatisfiu^tion at your 
hands ;^ I have received a ransom, and do only 
expect jour acceptance ;^ I shall not insist upon 
perrection.«t W alk before me, and be upright ; 
and sincerity shall carry the crown.^t Yea, both 
the faith ana obedience that I require of you, are 
mine own gi{l8.s 

I require you to accept of my Son by believ- 
ing ; but I will give you a hand, to take him,^ 
and to submit to and obey him : but I must and 
wHl guide your hand to write afler him, and 
cause you to walk in my statutes.' I will take 
you by the arms, and teach you to go ;^ I will or- 
der your steps.^ Yea, those things will I ac- 
cept of you§ as the condition of life, which, view- 
ed in the strictness of my justice, || would deserve 
eternal death.™ Grace ! grace ! oilmen. 

b Rom. iv. 4, 6. c Luke vii. 42. d Rev. xziL 17.' 1 Tim. 
ii. 6. el John i. 8, 9. f Gen. xvii. 1. Psalm xcviu 11. 
fEph. ii. 8. h Phil. i. 29. John vi. 65. i Ezek. xxxvi. 
97. k Hoi. xL 3, 4. 1 Psalm xxxvii. 23, 31. m Eph. ili. 
8. lThefla.iiJ.iO. Heb.T. 9. Eccies. TiL 90. 

* Bfr. RyJand'fl edition has in die text—" I do not iremi 
fou aecording to the rigor,^ &c. 

f Mr. Ryland has a note in this place in these words, 
" that w. As the ground of aeceptance and the matter of 
Justification.'* 

{ Mr. Ryland's text here is, " and godly sincerity ahall 
be approved by me." 

& Mr. Ryland's text is, **as the graces and actieof of a 
reliffiotts life, which,'* &c. 

Mr Ryland's text in, " and as mixed with sin, would.** 
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CHAP. III. 

ne Voice tfthe Redeemed after Uu Pro damtH oK, 

Amen! Hallelujah! Be it to thy servants 
according to thy word ! But who are we, and 
what is our father's house, that thou hast brought 
lis hitherto ? And now, O Lord God, what shall 
thy servants say unto thee ? For we are silenced 
with wonder, and must sit down in astonish- 
ment; for we cannot utter the least of thy 
nraises. What roeaneth the height of this strange 
fove? And whence is this unto us, that the Lord 
of heaven and earth should condescend to enter 
into covenant with dust? We are not worthy to 
be as the handmaids, to wash the feet of the ser- 
vants of our Lord; how much less to be thy sons 
and heirs, and to be made partakers of all these 
blessed liberties and privileges which thou hast 
settled upon us ! 3ut for thy goodness' sake, and 
according to thine own heart, hast thou done all 
these ffreat things. Even so, Father, because it 
eeemc^l good in thy sight. 

Wherefore thou art ^eat, O God, for there is 
none like thee : neither is there anj God besides 
thee.* And what nation on earth is like thy peo- 
ple, whom God went to redeem for a people to 
mmself, and to make him a name, and to ao for 

• 9 Ssm. vU. 18. to tke end. 
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ttnem ffre&t things and terrible ; for thou hast con- 
fined them to thyself) to l>e a people unto thee 
for ever; and thoii. Lord, art become their €k>d. 

Wonder, O heavens, and be moved, O earth, 
nt this ^reat thing !* For behold, the tabernacle 
of God 18 with men, and he will dwell with theni. 
and they shall be his people ; and Qod himself 
shall be with them, and be their God. Be as- 
tonished, for the infinite breach is made up; the 
offender is received^ and God and man recon- 
ciled ; and a covenant of peace entered, and hear 
ven and earth are all agreed upon the terms, and 
have struck their hands, and sealed the inden- 
tures. O happy conclusion! O blessed con- 
junction ! 

Rejoice, O angels ; shout, O seraphims ; O all 
ye fnends of the bridegroom, prepare an epithap 
tamium j* be ready wim the mama^e-sonff. Lo, 
here is the wonder of wonders; for Jehovim hath 
betrothed himself for ever to his hopeless cap- 
lives, and owns the mantave before all the 
world ; and is become one with us, and we with 
him. He hath bequeathed to us the precious 
things of the heaven above, and the predons 
things of the earth beneath, with the fulness 
thereof, and hath kept back nothing fronr us. 

And now, O Lord, thou art that Gh>d, and thr 
words be true ; and thou hast promised this goodk 

aRov.szL4. 



*A8oiif orodoeompoMdor MOff in hoBflr sf tho 
rtsfftafuyont. 



19 VHS IAIlfT*S 

ness lo thy aervants,* and has left us nothing to 
uik. at thy hands, but what thou hast already 
freely granted. Only the woid which thou haot 
spoken concerning thy servants, establish it for 
ever, and do as thou hast said ; and let thy name 
be jna^ified for ever, saying, ** The Iiord of 
hosts, he is the God of IsraeL" Jimen^ HaU^ 
kfjah. 



CHAP. IV. 

A SolOoquift representing the believer*s trimmpk in Oeetm 
Oovenamt^ and the various conflicts erndgtorioua cmk 
que9t§ of faith over unbelief 



8KCTI0N L 

The Saul taketh held on GocPs covemmt. 

TEA, hath God said, " I will be a God unto 
thee V* Is it true indeed 7 Will the Lord be mine? 
Will he lay aside the controversy, and conclude 
a peace? Will he receive die rebel to mercy, and 
open his doors to his prodigal ? I will surely go 
unto my Father : I will take unto me words, ani| 
bow myself before his footstool ; and say, " O 
Lord, 1 have heard thy words, and do here lay 
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hold on thy covenant ;* I accept the kindnCM of 
Qod, and will adventure myself upon thyfiddlity:, 
and trust my whole happiness, here and hereu^ 
ter, upon these thy promises." 

Farewell, deceitful world ! Get thee under my 
feet. Too long have I feared thy vain threats ; 
too long have I been deluded wiu thy flattering 
promises. Canst thou promise me or deny me 
such things as God hath covenanted to give me ? 
I know thou canst not ; and therefore I renounce 
thee for ever from boing the object of my faith or 
fear. No lonser will I lean to this weak reed, 
no longer will I trust to this broken idol. Avoid,'" 
Satan, with thy tempting baits. In vain dost 
thou dress the harlot in her paint and bravery, 
and tell me, " All this will I give thee '>*»t Canst 
thou show me such a crown, sqch a kingdom, as 
God hath promised to settle upon me ? or that 
which will balance the loss of an infinite Ghx), 
who here gives himself unto me? Away, doceit- 
(ul lusts and pleasures, get you hence! I havo 

alfla.lvi. 4. b Matt. iv. 8, 9. 



* '* uf vffuf,**— An old acceptation of tbo word, dgmfying, 
r§iire. 

t One of die devices that Satan usee to draw toula from 
holjr duties, and to keep them from religious aeryieea, ia by 
presenting the world ia such a dress as to insoare the.soal 
and steal upon its affoctions — he represents the world to 
them in its beauty and its bravery. The beauty of the 
world soils a Cluistian more dian tlie strength— tho flatter-' 
ing sunshine more than the driving storm. In tunes o€, 
itorm and tempest we keep our garments dose about us. 
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enough in Christ and his promises, to give my 
soul full content: these have I lodged in my 
haart, and there is no longer room for such guests 
as you. Never shall you have quiet entertain^ 
ment more within these doors. 

Thou God of truth, I here take thee at thy 
word; thou requirest but my acceptance and 
consent, and here thou hast it Good is Uie 
word of the Lord which he hath spoken ; and as 
my Lord hath said, so will thy servant do. My 
soul taketh fast hold of thy promises : I take them 
as my heritage for ever. Let others desire the 
prefeqnents and possessions of cbis world; it 
shall be enough for me, to be an heir of thy pro- 
mises. 

She makeih her boast in God, 

O happy soul, how rich art thou ! What a 
booty have I gotten ! It is all mine own^ I have 
the promises of this life, and of that which is to' 
come.* Oh, what can I wish more? How full a 
character is here! Now my doubting soul may 
boldly and believingly say, with Thomas, '* My 
Lord and my God !" What need we any further 
witnesses 7 We have heard his words ; he hadi 
sworn by his holiness, that his decree may not be 
ohanffed ; and hath signed it with his own signet. 

Rejoice, ye heavens; strike up, ye celestial 
dioin ; help, heaven and earth. Sing unto dto 

alTiiii.ir.8. 
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IriOidy O ye tviQtB of hifl ! Bless the Lord, O my 
8oal 1 Ob, bad I tbe tongue of men and anffels, 
•II were too little for my sinffle turn. Had! as 
many tongues as hairs, Uie iniole choir were not 
sufficient to utter my Creator's praises. 

My beloved is mine, and I am his.* Tbe grant 
is clear, and my claum is firm. Who durst deny 
it, when Gkid mmself doth own it? Is it a hanl 
adventure to speak after Christ himself 7 Why, 
this is the message diat he has sent me, " I as- 
cend to my Father, and your Father ; my God, 
and your God '* He hath put words into my 
mouth, and bid rne to say, *' Our Father.^ 

I believe ; Lord, help mine unbelief. O my 
God and mv Father, I accept thee with all hum- 
ble thankfuIneBS, and am bold to take hold of 
ihee, O my King and my God, I subject my 
soul, and all its powers, to thee. O my glory, 
in thee will 1 boast all the day. O my roos, on 
thee will I bfiild all my confidence and my hopes. 
O staff of my life and strength of my heart, the 
life of my joys and joy of my life, I will sit and 
Bing under thy shadow, and glory in thy holy 
name.^ 

O my soul, arise, and take possession : inherit 
thy blessedness, and cast up tny riches : ^ine is 
the kingdom, thine is the glory, and thine is the 
victory. The whole Trinity is thine: all the 
persons in tbe Godhead, all the attributes in the 
Godhead, are thine. And behold here is the en* 

m 

a Cant. a. 16. bJolmxx.17. eQantU 3. • 
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dmee, aad these are the writiDgs, bywldcliall is 
made Bore to tfaee for ever. 

She queUeth discontent, and reasoneth down unbe» 
Uefy in thefaUowing, 

And now, return to thy rest, O my soul, for 
the Lord bath dealt bountifully with thee. Say, 
if thy lines be not fallen to thee in a pleasant 

Elace, and if this be not a goodly heritage.\ Oh 
lasphemous discontent! how absurd and un- 
reasonable an evil art thou, whom all the fulness 
of the Godhead cannot satisfy, because thou ait 
denied in a petty comfort, or crost in thy vain ex- 
pectations from the world ! O most unthankful 
soul! shall not a Trinity content thee? ShaQ 
not all-sufficiency suffice thee? Silence your 
murmuring thoughts for ever ; I have enough ; I 
abound, and am full. Infiniteness and etmiity 
is mine, and what more can I ask. 



SECTION n. 

The assaults of unbelief. It questicns 1. the truth 

of tfu promise. 

But methinks I feel some secret damps upon 
my ioy ; and when I would soar aloft, and tri« 
umpti m the riches of my portion, a secret diffi- 

aPtalnizvi. 6, 7 



denoe phiekB me back, as the string doth the 
biid^ and unbelief whispers in mine ear, '^Snre 
this 18 too good to be true." 

The tnumph'ofJaUh m the eertamtyof GwPs truilL 

But who art thou that disputest against God 7 
The Lord hath spoken it, and shall not I believe 
him 7 Will he be angry, if I give my assent, and 
apeak it confidently upon the credit of his word 7 

Oh my Lord, suffbr me to spread the writing 
before thee. Hast not thou said, " Thy Maker 
is thy husband,* I will betroth thee unto me;^ 
thou shalt call me. My Father ?"« I pray thee, O 
]Liord, was not this thy saying, " I am God, even 
thy God; I will be a father unto you, and ye 
shall be my sons and daughters ?"<^ Why then 
should I doubt 7 Is not the the truth of the living 
God sure footing for my faith ? 

Silence then, O quarreling unbelief I I know 
in whom I have believed : — ^not in friends, though 
numerous and potent ; for they are men, and not 
God :* — not in riches ; for they make themselves 
wings :'— -not in princes: for their breath is m 
their nostrils.^ But let God be true, and every 
man a liar. In God have I put mytrust, in his 
word do I hope. O sure word ! Heaven and 
eazth. shall pass away, but not one jot or tittle of 



a ba. Uv. 5. hBot. ii. 10. c Jer. iu. 19. d9 Cor. vi. 
18. e lM.zzxi.3. f Prov. zziii. 5. g Pidm czivL «, 4. 
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tiiifl. I haye not built upon the nnd of mottel- 
ity : let the rain descend, and the floods eome^ 
and the winds blow, nevertheless the foundatioii 
of Gknl standeth sure.* His everlasting counsel, 
and everlasting covenant, are my stay. I am 
built upon his promises ; and let nell and earth 
do thev worst to blow up this foundation. 

Now shall my faith tnumph, and my heart be 
glad, and my glory rejoice. I will snout with 
Uie exulting multitude, " The Lord — ^he is the 
God !'"> And he is not ashamed to be called my 
Qod.« He is not ashamed of my rags, mj po- 
verty, nor of my parentage ; and since his in- 
finite condescension will own me, will he take it 
ill if I own him? Though I have nothing of my 
own to glory in,^ (unless I should glory in my 
shame.) yet I will glory in the Lord, and bless 
myself m him. 

For who is like unto the God of Jeshurun ?• 
Bring forth your gods, O ye nations: lift up your 
eyes, -and behold: who hath created all these 
thinffs 7 Can any do for thdr favorites, as the 
Lord can ? Or, it he be angry, who -is that €kid 
that shall deliver out of his hands ? WtXL you set 
Daffon before the ark 7 Or shaU Mammon con- 
tend with the holy One ! O ambitious Haman, 
where is now thine idol honor? O rich glutton, 
that madest a god of pleasure, where is now the 
god whom thou hast seryed? O sensual worid- 

uMatt. vii. 35. dTim. ii. 19. bl Kings xviH. 30. 
cHcb. xi. 18. a 1 Cor. L 39, 31. eDentzzxiiUlM, 
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ling, that knowest, not where nor how to bestow 
thy goodSy-ndo riches profit thee 7 Could Mam- 
mon save thee ? Deceived souls I Go now to tiie 
gods that you have chosen. Alas, they cannot 
tor ever administer a drop of water to cool your 
tongues. 

But the portion of Jacob is not like them.^ 
From everlasting to everlasting he is God.** 
His power is my confidence, his floodness is my 
maintenance, his truth is my wield and ray 
bucklcyr. 



SECTION III. 

II eov^inmda the soul 2, with ihe mnaxing gr^dmn 
and diffietity of the things. 

But my clamorous unbelief hath many wiles. 
Mid afiresh assaults me with the difficulty of the 
tlungs promised ; and labors to confound ma with 
fhar amazing greatness. 

The triumph of faith in God?$ mrndpotmey and 

veracity. 

But why should I stagger at the promiBe 
through unbelief, robbins at once my Master of 
his glory, and my soul of her comfort ? It is my 

aJer. X.16. bPMlmxe.3. 
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prsat sin to doubt und dispute ; and yet shall I 
be afraid to believe ? O my soul, it is the highest 
honor thou canst put upon thy Lord, to b^eve 
against difficulties ; and to look for, and reckon 
upon great things and wonderful, passing all cre- 
ated power andhuman faith. 

Let not the greatness, nor the strangeness of 
the benefits bequeathed unto thee, put thee to a 
stand. It is with a God thou hast to do, and 
therefore thou must not look for litUe things; 
that were to darken the glory of his munificence, 
and the infiniteness of his power and goodness. 
Knowest thou not, that it is his design to make 
his name glorious, and to make thee know he is 
able to do for thee above all that thou canst ask 
or think ? Surely they cannot be any smaller or- 
dinary things that shall be done ^f thee, when 
the Lord shall show in thee what a God can do, 
and shall carry thee in triumph before the world, 
and make proclamation before thee,— "Thus 
riiall it be aone to the^an whom the Lord de- 
lighteth to honor !" What wonder, if thou canst 
not comprehend these things, if they exceed all 
thy apprehensions and conceptions ? This is a 
^od argument for thy faith : for this is that which 
pie Lord hath said — ** that it hath not entered 
into the heart of man, to conceive what things 
he hath prepared for them that love him." 
Now, if thou couldest conceive and comprehend 
them, how should this word be made good ? It 
is enough for thee, that the Lord hath spoken it. 
Is not the word nigh thee ? Hath God said, "I 
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>f^ receive you ; you shall be kings and priests 
Hnto GocI, and inherit all things ; and shall sit on 
thrones, and judge angels, and be ever with 
the Loitl?" And shall I dare to say nay? Un- 
reasonable unbelief! What I never satisfied? 
Still contradicting and blaspheming? False 
whisperer, no more of thy tales ] I believe in 
Ood, that it shall be as he hath told me * 

And now thanks be to God, who always 
causeth us to triumph in Christ ;^ therefore my 
lips shall praise thee, and my soul which thou hast 
I'edeemea.'^ For thou hast made me glad through 
thy word, and I will triumph in tlie works of tny 
hands.^^ I will praise the Lord whilst I live, I 
will sing praises to my God whilst I have any 
bexaff.« 

On my soul, if thou couldcst wear out thy fin- 
jgers upon the harp, and wear thy tongue to the 
roots, thou couldcst yei never sunicicntly praise 
thy Redeemer. 

O mine enemies, where is now your confi- 
dence, and where is your armor, wherein you 
trusted? I will set Christ alone against all your 
multitudes, and all the powers, and malice, and 
policy, wherewith they are armed. The field is 
already won, and the captain of our salvation 
returned with the spoils of his enemies^ having 
made a show of them openly, Ifiumphinff over 
them iahis cross/ And thanks be to God, who 

*tLAet§ xxvii. 25. b 2Cor. ii. 14. e Psalm Ixxi. SS. 
4P«S!mzcu.4. •Fialinciv.33. f Col. u. 15. 
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hsth ffven us the victory, through our Lord Je- 
sus Christ^ 

Of whom then shall I be afraid 7 Behold he 
is near ^t justifieth me ; who shall plead with 
me? 

O ye powers of hell, you are but chained cap- 
tives ; and we have a sure word, that the gates of 
hell shall not prevail against us> Though the 
world be in arms against us, and the devil in the 
bead of it, as its champion ; yet who is this un- 
circumcised Philistine, that he should defy the 
armies of the living God ? Behold I come out to 
thee, as the stripling against Goliath ; not with 
sword and with spear, but in the name of the 
Lord of hosts, in whose strength I am more than 
a conqueror.* 

O grave, where is now thy victory ? Christ is 
risen, and hath broken up thy prison, and rolled 
away the stone ; so that all thy prisoners have 
made an escape. Reioico rot against me, O mine 
enemy ; though I fall, I shall rise again, though I 
lie in darkness, the Lord shall be a light unto 
me.** Enlai]?e not thy desires, O topbet, but 
shut up th^r flaming mouth ; for there is now no 
condemnation to them that are in Christ Jesus.^ 

O deceitful world, thou art already overcome/ 
and the conquered enemy is become my ser- 
vant ;< and I am fed with honey taken out of the 

• 1 Cor. XV, 57. b Matt. zvi. 18. c 1 Sam. zvii. 4S, 40, 
47. dMic. vu. 8. eRom. viii. 1. f John ztL 93. ( 1 
eor.m.83. 
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GUISM6 of the slain lion. I fetr not thy tfavMlii^ 
nor the enchantments of thy syren songs ; beiog 
kept by the power of God, through a TictoriooB 
faith, unto ealvation.* 

O my sins, you are already buried, never to 
have any resurrection ; and the remembrance of 
you shall be no more> I see my sins nailed to 
the cross, and their dominion is taken away, 
though their hves be prolonged yet for a UtUo 
season. Awake, therefore, O my glory ; awi^e, 
psaltery, and harp, and meet thy Deliverer wiUi 
triumph ; for his right hand, and his holy arm. 
have gotten us the victory ;« and all the ends of 
the ei^ have scon the salvation of our GM. 



SECTION IV. 

It upbraids the trembling smd 3, foUh Us 101- 

toorthiness, 

Tet, methinks my unworthiness flies in my 
fiice, and I hear a cavilling unbelief thus upbraiif^ 
ing me, and crying out, *' O proud presumption ! 
That thou, who art conscious to tnyself of thy 
mreat unwoi'ihiness, shouldest pretend a claim to 
Ghod and glory ! SLall daring dust think to shara 

alPeti.9. IJotiav. 4. bHeb. viiLU. ofMtal 
sotUL 1,9. 
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with the Almij^ty, and say of his endless pcor- 
fections, They are my right ? Bold sinner, stand 
oS^ and tremble at uy presumptuoos arro- 
gance !" 

Faiih subscribes the charge, and trittmphs in God's 

free grace* 

O my God, I lay my hand upon my mouth ; 
I confess the charge of mine unworthiness. My 
guilt and shame are such as I cannot cover ; but 
thoii canst and dost. Thou hast cast a mantle 
upon my nakedness; and hast promised, my 
transgressions shall not be mentioned, and that 
thou wilt multiply pardons. And shall I take 
up what thou hast buried, and affi-ifirht myself 
with the ghosts that infidelity hath raised ? Is it 
presumption to take the pardon that thou dost 
4>fier, or to receive and claim thee as mine, when 
it is but what thou hast promised 7 I jurst not 
have pretended a title, but upon thy grant I 
should have thought it diabolical pnde, to have 
pleaded an interest in thee, and claimed kindred 
to thee, but that thou hast showed me the way. 

And thou, my soul, art thou ignorant of God's 
great design? Knowest thou not, that it is his 
purpose to glorify free grace ? And how should 
grace appear to be grace indeed, were there any 
.worthiness in the subject? Thine unworthiness 
is but a foil, to set off the beauty and ridhea of 
fiet grace and mercy. 
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It queiUons the believer^s tiUe 4, to God?8 grace mid 
interest in the promise. 

But I cannot shake off this brayer.* Alas I 
what a cavilling sophister is unbelief; and will 
never be answered ! Now it is ready to tell me 
'' What ! if the promise should be a sure fbunda- 
tioB? yet thou mayest not build upon another 
man's ground. What! though the grace and 
mercies of God are infinite ? yet dogs may not 
catch at the children's bread ; thou hast no ri^t 
nor title to the promise, therefore oease thy pre* 
tended daim." 

The triumph of faith, in the deamess of the be* 
liever's evidences. 

But, O my soul, wherefore Bhouldest thou 
doubt? Whose image and superscription is this? 
Dost thou not bear upon thee the marks of the 
Lord Jesus ? I have given up my name to him, 
and taken hold of his covenant ;^ and therefore 
may claim an interest 

1 have accepted the matter, and closed with 
the Mediator, and subscribed to the xonditiona 

a Isa. Ivi. 4. 

* Thi* enemy that brayg, or nuAce a noise l(ke^m.Jm*^ 
It sbo aif9ifi«4,oi<« ftho strikes. 
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of the ooTenant; and therefore cannot qaestioB 
but it 18 mine. 

The Lord hath offered to be my God, end I 
have taken hold of his offer; I have taken him 
as God, and given him the supremacy. O my 
son!, look round about thee, in iieaven and earth; 
is there any thou dost esteem or value in com- 
parison of God ?" f s tliere any thou dost love 
uke him ; or take that content or felicity in, that 
thou dost xb him? Are not thy chief desires and 
designs to glorify and enjoy him ? Thou canst 
not deny but it is truly thus. I am sure, no- 
thing but God will content me. I am never so 
well in all the world, as in his company. My 
soul seeketh him above all, and rests in him 
alone, as my satisfactoryportion. He oflereth to 
take me as one of his people ; and I have re- 
signed mvself accordingly to him, as his ; and 
have put ooth my inward and outward man un- 
der his sovemment, and have given up all to his 
disposa!^ and am resolved to be content with 
him, as my all-sufBcient happiness.** 

Besides, I have taken nim in his own way 
through Christ, whom he hath tendered to ma 
as my head and husband ; and I have accord^ 
ingly, solemnly and .deUberotely, taken him. 
O my soul, dost thou not know thy often do^ 



aPadmlxzUi.S5,26. bPhil.ili.8. Phil. L 96. Pnlm 
Inxvi. 8. Ixxxiv. 1, 3, 3. Ftsalm xxvii. 4. csdx. Stn 
Pwlm exxtv. 8. 3 Cor. y. Acts xxiv. 16. with RoiQ. vi. 
19. Lokexiv.as. Psolm xvi.9, 6. Johai.13. 
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bates?* Hastthon not putChnst, and all th« 
world, into the balance ? Hast thou not cast up 
the cost, and reckoned upon ih3 cross ; and will- 
ingly put thy neck unaer Christ's yoke,'' and 
ventured thy salvation upon Christ alone ;*^ and 
trusted him with all thy happiness, and all thy 
hopes ?<* Hast thou not, over and over, resolved 
to take him with what comes ; and that he shall 
be enough, though in the loss of all things ?« 
Thou canst not but know, tliat these have l^en 
the transactions between Christ and thee; and 
therefore He is thine, and all the promises tea 
AND AMXN, to thee, through hinL 
^ And for the terms of the covenant, I love and 
like them ; my soul embraceth them : neither do 
I desire to be saved in any Other way, than by 
repentance towards God, and faith towards our 
Lord Jesus Christ,'* and sincere obedience to his 
gospel.^ 

I am willing to go out of my fleeli, and do 
look unto Jesus for righteousness and strength, 
and trust my salvation wholly on this bottom. 
I am content to deal upon trust, and venture all 
in hopes of what is to come ; and to tarry till the 
next world for mj preferment ; I am willing to 
wait till the commg of our Lord Jesus Christ, 
and have laid op my happiness on the other side 
the grave."* 

a Luke xhr. S6. to tbe end. b Hatt. xt. 39. e Phil. iU. 
9. d 3 Tim. LIS. e Phil. 3,8. fActa. zx.Sl. cRom. 
ii. 7. h Phil. ilL 3 to 10. 2 Cor. ▼. 7. 8 Cor. iv. 18. t 
Than. 1,9, If. Titti.i3. Hcb. x. 34, tad xi. 35. 
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SECTION VX. 



FaUh makes its claim to aUthe ben^its of the eoo^ 
nant, and stirs up the soul to joy asnd thanJ^uJL 
nesSf m the following. 

And thou, my soul, believe and wait; look 
through the window, and cry through the lattice, 
and rejoice in the hope of the glory of God. The 
vision IS for an appointed time, wait for it. It 
will come in the end, and will not tarry.* Behold 
the husbandman waiteth for the precious fruits 
of the earth ;^ be thou also patient. He hath 
long patience, and wilt not thou have a little pa- 
tience ? He for the fruits of the earth, but thoa 
for the joys of heaven : he upon mere probabili- 
ties, but thou upon infallible certainties : He for 
a crop of com, but thou for a crown of glory. 
Were he but sure that every com would bear a 
crown, how plentifully would he sow, how joy- 
fully would he wait! Why, such is thy harvest: 
As sure as the summer's delights do follow the 
winter's severities; as sure as the wished-for 
harvest doth follow the toilsome and costly seeds- 
time, so sure shall thy Lord return, and bring 
thy reward with him.*^ Therefore, my soul, love 
and long for the approaching jubilee ; and wait 
all the days of my appointed time, until my 
chango shall come. 

aIiab.U.3. b James v. 7. cRev. zxU.13i 



r "~ 

FOCKET'-BOOK. 89 

O blessed state that my Lord hath translated 
me into I O happy change that he hath made { 
I was a stranger, and he took me in, and made 
me an heir ; and preferred me from the dunghill 
to the throne ; and from a hewer of wood, and 
drawer of water, to attend his coutt, and know 
his councils, and do his pleasure. Happy am I 
that ever I was bom to partake of this endless 
dignity. 

O my Lord, it is no little thing that thoa hast 
given me in hand. I am already come to mount 
Sion, and the city of the living Grod, the heaven- 
ly Jerusalem, and to the innumerable company 
of angels, to ^e general assembly and church of 
the first-born, and to God the Judge of all, and 
unto the spirits of just men made perfect, and 
unto Jesus the Mediator of the new covenant, 
find unto the blood of sprinkling.* My heart re- 
viveth, as Jacob's, when I behold the tokens 
which thou hast sent me ; the Spirit of adoption>'* 
the pardon of my sins ;<^ my patent for heaven, 
the chain of thy graces, the Son of thy bosom, 
and the new testament in his blood, and the let- 
ters of his love. My Lord hath said, that he will 
love me, and manifest himself unto me; and that 
the Father will love me, and both will come unto 
me, and make their abode in me. But is it true ? 
Will he indeed come with all his train of graces, 
and live and walk in me ? How can these tbingei 

a Hob. xii. as, 23, 34. bGal. iv.e. cLttkor.l^ 
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be 7 But he hath said it ; and I do, and I will 
lieve it.* 

Yet all this is but the earnest of what is to 
come. O how great is thy goodness, laid un for 
them that fear thee!** Yet a little while, ana my 
warfare shall be accomplished, and the heavens 
must receive me, till the time of the restitution of 
all things. It is but for a short term that I shall 
dwell in the flesh, in an earthen tabemade.^^ My 
Lord hath showed me, that where he is, there 
shall his servant be.** Now the living is tied to 
the dead ; and my soul is a stage of strife, and a 
field of war. But it is but a litde moment, and 
that which is perfect shall come ;e perfect holi- 
ness, and perfect peace ; eternal serenity, and a 
serene eternity. 

O my sins, 1 am going who^-e jou cannot come; 
where no unclean thing shall enter/ or any thing 
that defileth. Methinks I s^e all my afflictions 
and temptations, all mine infirinities and corrup- 
tions falling off me, as Elijah's manUe. at lua 
translation. 

O my soul, dost thou not see tiie chariots of 
fire, and the horses of fire, come to take thee up 7 
Be thou as poor as Lazarus,^ yet God will not 
disdain to send a party of angels to conduct thee 
home. How canst thou doubt of ready rccep- 

aKMr.zLSS. Lukexii.33. Cant i. 10. JohnULie. 
lohB sir. St. S3, b Ptalm xzxi. 19. c 3 Pet. i. 14. 
d John zU. 9S. e 1 Cor. xiu. 10. f Rev. xxi. 4, g Lnka 
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tion, who hast such a friend in court, who will 
lead thee with boldness into his Father's pre- 
sence? If there were joy in Fharaoh's court, 
when it was said " Joseph's brethren are come ;*»* 
surely it will be welcome news in heaven, when 
it is told " JeaxiB his brethren arc come." 

My soul, fear not to enter though the Lord be 
clothed with terror and majesty : for thy Re- 
deemer will procure thee favor, and plead thy 
li^ht I am sure of welcome, for the Father 
himself loveth me.^ I have tasted and tried his 
love ; and when I had played the wicked prodi- 
gslf^ yet he despised not my rags, but fell on my 
neck, and kissed me ; and heaven itself ma^ 
merry over me. Much more will he receive me 
gladly, and let out his love upon me, when pre- 
sented to him by his Son, in his perfect likeness, 
as a fit object for his everlasting delight. Fear 
not, O my soul, as if thou wert going to a strange 
place, why, heaven is thy countrv, and thy 
fiome. Wilt thou doubt of leave, or (ear of wel- 
come, when it is thine own home ? Why, my 
soul, thou wast born from above, and there is thy 
kindred, and thy Father's house ; and therefore 
thou shalt surely be admitted. And then I shall 
see the glorious preparations of eternal love, and 
the blissful mansions of the heavenly inhabitants. 

Doubtless it shall be thus. These are not 
dreams, or children's hopes. The living Gk>d 
cannot deceive me. And may not I certainly 

sGeiLilv.l6. b Jo1ui:ivi.ff7. cLakexv. 
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promiBe mvself what the Lord hath pronufied 
tne? I will sooner think that all my seniles 
are deluded, and what I see, and feel, and 
taste, is but a fancy ; than think that the liv- 
ing God will deceive me, or that his unchange- 
able covenant will fail. Now I am a son of 
God, but it doth not yet appear what I shall be : 
but this I know, I shall be like him, and see him 
as he is.* 

I know it shall be thus. Wliy, what security 
should I ask of Gbd ? He hath given me all the 
assurance in the world. And though the word 
of God be enough ; yet he, willing to show more 
abundantly, to the heirs of promise, the immuta- 
bility of his counsel, confinned it by an oath ; 
that b^ two immutable things, in which it was 
impossible for God to lie, I might have strong 
consolation.^ O unreasonable unbelief ! What! 
shall not the oath of a God put an end to thy 
strife? 

O my God, I am satisfied ; it i« enough 7 Now 
I may be bold without prMumption, and boast 
without pride ; and wili no more caJl my duty 
** arrogance,'* nor my faith "a fancy." 

O my soul, there is but a short life betwixt 
thee and glory ; where holj^ angels, and glorified 
saints, shall be my associates ; and love and 
praise my only employment. Methinks I hear 
already how the moming^stars sing together, 
und all the sons of God shout for joy.^ O th^ 

»lJoluiu|.l^ b lieb. vi. 17, 18. « Jqb xjuctUI. 7« 
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1 could come in for one ! but it was said unto 
me, I should rest yet for a little season, but I 
sbaJl stand in the lot at the end of the days.* 

It is well. Lord, — thy word is enough ; thy 
bond is as good as ready payment The Holy 
Ghost tells me, that life and glory abide me ; 
Uiat look what day I loose from the body, the 
same day I shall be landed in paradise. Amen.** 
it is as I would have it 

But this is not all : when my body hath slept 
a short time in thd dust, Christ will call to it, — 
^Come up hither.'* Ah true yoke fellow! it 
will be hard parting, but welcome meeting. I 
could not leave thee, but to live with Christ. But 
he will raise thee to a glorious temple ; and when 
he shall appear, will bring me with himself in 
glory,*^ and then I shall re-enter thee as a royal 
mansion, wherein I shall abide with the Lord for 
ever. For as we have served our Redeemer to- 

g other, so we must be glorified together with 
im. Ajid when the Lord hath married us both 
together again, then will he marry us both unto 
himself. For I know that my Redeemer hvetb, 
and that he shall stand at the last day upon the 
earth : and though, afler my skin worms destroy 
this body, yet in my flesh I shall see Qod; 
whom I snail see for myself, and mine eyes shall 
behold, and not another, though my reins bo con- 
sumed within me,*^ My Itord hath already told 

• Jhokxitia. bLiikexxiii.43.' cCd. ia4. 
d Job ziz. 85. 
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me now it shall be ; he hath set down the time, 
and showed mo tlie robes of immortality, and 
the crown of life, that I must put on : ana the 
tbrone of f^ory, and the seat of judgment, that 
I must sit m. He hath told mc the manner in 
which I shall be p "sentod to him, and espoused 
by him : he hath told me where he will set me. 
and what he will say to me ; and how he will 
acknowledge my mean services, and remember 
what I have forgotten :* How he will praise the 
works that I have been ashamed of, and reward 
tne openly, for what I have buried in secrecy ;*» 
and not forget the poorest alms that I have ^ven 
for his name. Then will he confess me be- 
fore his Father, and before the angels of Qod. 
Thus sdth the true and faithful witness ; and 
we know that his testimony is true. 

. Ah, my soul, see that tnoa make not God a 
liar.® 

O'my Qod, I have bslieved thy report ; "and do 
look for all these things, according to thy pro> 
mise. I know thou intendest me but a very little 
while in this lower region. Tliis world is but 
the house of my pilgrimage, and my soul now is 
bat like a bird in the shell'; but when the shell is 
cracked, then shall she take wings like a dove, 
and soar aloft to thee, and flee away, and be at 
rest 

Yet I doubt not thy care for my despicable 
dust. I know that nothing will be lost. I know 

• Matt.zxT.35,37. b]latt.vL4. eMny.lOL 
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not where they will lay me ; but thy wakeful ey« 
observeth, and will not be to seek at what door to 
knock, Dor at what grave to call for tne.* I be- 
lieve, and am sure, uiat I shall ct>me a glorious 
piece out of thy hands ; fair as the moon, clear 
as the sun, crowned with honor and glory. And 
when my absolution is read, and sentence passed 
upon the world, then must I be taken up to dwell 
with thee. 

Let not my Liord be angry, that thy dust and 
ashes speaketh thus unto tnee. Thou, Lord, 
hast raised my expectations; and hast mado 
me to look for all these great things from thee. In 
vain hast thou written all these things unto me, 
if I should not believe them ; and a distrustful 
diffidence would put a high dishonor upon thy 
truth. 

O Lord, it repentcth me, it repenteth me of 
my jealousies and my doubtful thoughts about 
thee. I know thou lo vest an humble confidence, 
and delightest in nothing more than to see thy 
children trust thee. I know the building of my 
hopes lies not a hair's breadth over the Ibunda- 
tioD of thy promises ; yea, it is sure, my expecta- 
tions are inlmitely short of what I shall find. 

O my Qod, my heart trusteth safely in thee : 
and I here set to my seal, that thou art true.^ 
Christ is my bottom in which I venture^, and the 
comer-stone on which I build i'^ and therefore 

tlohBvi.99. bJolmliL33. cEpli.U.90. dJlstt.vU.9S. 
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my fraught* ia ensured, and my Ijuilding shftll 
challenge the winds and floods. 

And now, O Lord, what wait I for? My hope 
is in thee.* O my blessedness, let me enjoy 
thee : O my life, let me possess thee : O desire 
of mine eyes, let me see thy face and hear thy 
voice ; for thy voice is sweet, and thy counte- 
nance is comely.'' I ask but what thou hast|>ro- 
mised ; for thou hast told me^tliatl shall see God, 
and thou 'wilt speak to me mouth to mouth ;^ 
even apparently, and not in dark speeches ; and 
the similitode of God shall I behold. 

So shall my knowledge be perfected ;•* and I 
shall see the inaccessible light, and my tender 
eye shall not wat«r, nor my sight dazzle : but I 
shall, witli open face, look steadfastly on the 
Sun of righteousness, and behold his elory. 
Then shall faith be turned into fruition, ana hope 
into possession, and love shall arise like tne 
full moon in her brightness, and never wax nor 
wane more. 

O thou God of my hopes, I do look for a new 
body and a new soiu, for new heavens and for a 
new earth, according to thy promise : when my 
whole soul shall be wholly taken up with thee, 
and all my afiections strained to the highest pitch ; 
and all the wheels of my raised powers set in 
most vigorous and perpetual motion towards 

• rnaiuxxxix.7. bCantii. 14. cMatt. T.8. d 1 Cor. 

xiii.9,10. 

* A cargo or lading. 
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ftioe ; stiH letting in, and still laying out ; and 
thus there shall be an everlasting communica* 
tion of joy and glory from thee, and of love and 
praise from me. 

O my soul, thou act rich indeed, and increased 
in goods. Thou hast no reason to envy the 
glory, nor grandeur, of the mightiest on earth ; 
for their glory shall not descend after them : 
Uk« sheep shall they be laid in their graves/ 
and death shall feed upon them, and there is an 
eternal end of all their porop and excellency. 
But my kingdom is an everlasting kingdom : my 
robes shall never vi^car, my crown shall never 
totter, my throne shall never be vacant, my 
broad shall never mould, my garland shall never 
wither, ray house shall never decay, my wine 
shall never sour; but evieriasting joy shall be 
upon my head, and sorrow and sighing shall fly 
away. 

O my God, how happy hast thou made me I 
It is better than I could have wished ; thou hast 
done all things well ; thou hast settled them for 
ever. The whole earth cannot show any such 
heritage or tenure. The world can stake out her 
possessions but for years ; nor can she make a 
good tide for that, neither: but mine inheritance 
is for ever, and none can put me out of posses- 
fdon. The tiling is established in heaven, and 
in the volume of the book it is written of me. 
My evidence cannot be lost ; it is recorded in te 

aPMi]mzUz;i4. 
7 



d 



9A THE SAINT^i 

court above, and enrolled in the sacred leaves ot 
the word, and entered upon the hook of my coif 
science ; and herein I do and will rejoice. 

Now, my soul, wipe up thine eyes; and |»*". 
away, with Hannan, and be no more pad. 
What ! though mine house be not so with God, 
so happy, so prosperous, as I could wish. 
What! though they be increased that trouble 
me, and my temptations and afflictions be like 
the roaring billows, riding on one another's 
backs for haste? Yet shall my soul be as a 
rock unmoved, and sit down satisfied in the se- 
curity and amplitude of my portion : for God 
hath made with me an everlasting covenant, or- 
dered in all things, and sure; and herein is 
all my salvation, and all my desire. 

And now what remaineth, O Lord, but hat I 
should spend the remainder of mydays in loving, 
praising, and admiring thee ? l3ut wherewith 
shall I come before the Lord, or bow myself to 
the most high God ? What shall I ^ve thee to 
express my thankfulness, though not to requite 
tiiy bounty ? Alas, my poor little soul ! Alas, 
that thou art so little ! How narrow are thy ca- 
pacities ! How disproportionate are thy powere ! 
Alas, that my voice can reach to no higher a 
note! But shall I do nothing, because I cannot 
do an? 

Lord, I resign to thee. With Phe p^OTr widow, 
I cast my two mites (my soul and body) into tfay 
treasury. All my powers shall love and serve 
thee; aU my members' shall be WOHpvMDl'ifi^buU 



^eomneflsfor thee. Here ia my good wilL Be- 
hold, my substance is thy stock ; mine intefiest is 
for thy service : I lay all at thy feet There 
thou hast them ; they are thine. My children I 
enter as thy servants ; my possessions I resign 
as thy right. I will call nothing mine bat thee. 
All are thine. I can say, " My Lord and my 
God/* and that is enough ; I thanhfally quit my 
claim to all things else. I will no more say, 
" My house is mine," or " My estate is mine ;*• 
I myself am not mine own : Vet it is infinitely 
better for me to be thine, than if I were mine 
own. This is my happiness, that I can say, 
" My own God, my own Father." And O what 
a blessed exchange hast thou made with me! — 
to give me thyself who art an infinite snm, for 
myself, who am but an insignificant cipher ! 

And now. Lord, do thou accept andf own my 
claim. I am not woKhy of any thing of tlHne, 
much less of thee. But since I have a deed to 
show, I bring thy word in my hand, and am bold 
to take possession. Dost thou not know this 
hand ? Wilt thou not own this name? Wilt thou 
not confirm thine own grant? It were infidelity 
to doubt it I will not disparage the fiiithfulness 
of my Lord, nor be afraid to aver, and stand to 
what he hath said and sworn. Hast thou said, 
thou art my God ; and shall I fear thou art mine 
enemy ? Hast thou told me, thou art my Father| 
and shall I stand aloof, as if I were a stranger? I 
will believe. Lord, silence my fears ; and as thou 
hast given me ibp' claim and title of a <duld, so 



^ 
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0n me the confidetkce of a child. Let fny heen 
he daily kept alive by thy promises, and with 
thiB staff let me pass over Jordan. May these 
be my andivided companions and comforters; 
when I go, let them lead me ; when I sleep, let 
them keep me ; when awake, let them talk with 
me. And do thou keep these things for ever 
upon the imaginations of the thoughts of the 
hearts of thy people, and prepare their hearts 
unto thee. And let the heart of thy servant be 
the ark of thy testament; wherein the sacred re- 
cords of what hath passed between thee and my 
0O11I, may for ever be preserved. Amen. 



CHAP. V. 

^ fVtMHre o/Chupel Promitea, left in LefOf hy Jtmu 
Okriat i/fr tke airtnglh a^d tncouragememt t/beHtv* 
trt w their jotamey to the heavenly Caneum* 

TO THE READER. 

Mah, who at the beginning was created hap* 
py/ having now lost God and his ima|Fe, is, of 
IW earthly creatures, become most miserable; 
no less than a slave of the devil, a child of wrath, 
and an heir of eternal damnation.** This is not 
the eatato of a few only, bat of all mankind out 

• Gw.t.96. Eph.uulO* bi^.U.S,» 
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of Christ, for we are all bj^ natoM imdflr te 
curae.^ The beet, before their conversion, wenL 
by nature, children of wrath, even as others *f 
for all fell equally in Adam. Hence it comes t» 
pass, tliat no man, by nature, is now in better 
esteem with God than another. Cain and Abel, 
as children of the first Adam only, were eoually 
miserable ; the like may be said of us all ; for 
both Jews and Gentiles are come under sin :® 
and, as the Psalmist saith, '*We are all gone 
<»ut of the way, we are altogether become filthy; 
there is none righteous, no not one.*'<^ O that 
men and women had their eyes enlightened, and 
their judgments convinced of that woful plight ill 
which naturally they are ! Oh, were their heart! 
thoroughly loaden herewith!'*' surely they wo«dd 
not long content themselves therein. 

The truth is, most in the world are spiritnallt 
blind, and cannot discern their own misery ; km 
spiritually dead too,e and cannot be aflfected with 
it The Holy Ghost saith thus of them, ** They 
walk in the vanity of their mind, having the» 
understanding darkened ; and are strangers from 
the life of God, through the ignoranee which ui 
in them, because of the hardness of their hearts: 
who, being past feeling, have given themselye* 
onto wantonness, to work all uncteanness with 

«S Cor. iv. 4. Rom. v. 19. Gal. iii. 10. b Eph. ii. 8. 
Rom. V. 12. c Rom. iii. 9. dPrnlm xiv. 9. e 1 Ma T. 
19. Eph. ii. 1, 5. 
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greediness.*'* Such as these, are so far from 
having any right to God's promises, that for the 
present they are under the curse ; and conse- 
quently in the dint* of all the plagues and threat- 
enincs in Grod's book.'* 

Wherefore, let not such, as yet, challenge any 
comfort from the promises ; but let them rather 
laber, to the utmost of their power, in using all 
Cood means to be made capable and fit subjects 
lor mercy revealed in the promises. Is it not a 
pity so many sweet promises of life should be 
made, and yet thou die and be damned notwith- 
standinff ? Pray fervently to God, that he would 
touch thy heart with gnef for all thy sins, and 
work in thee a clear apprehension of thine own 
imworthiness;^' and that he would bestow faith on 
thee ; that by it thou mayest be able to go wholly 
out of thyself to God, through Jesus Christ, for 
aalvation. 

We having departed from him who is the God 
of all grace and consolation, are fallen into an 
ettate of all baseness, desolation and misery; 
and cannot be recovered again into the former es- 
tate of spiritual life and happiness, unless we be 
brought again to him who is the foundation of 
life and happiness, even the living Qod. And 
bioiight to him we can never be, but by faith,^ 

aEph.iv.18,19. b Dent uviiL S7, 56» 63. cAeliiL 
J7. Luke zv. 19. d Heb. jri. 6. 

'-> Cftt 4te, «a4tr iiU ^Moer or •trofte 
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which id nothing else but the going, out of the 
80ul to God, through Christ, to fetch a new prin- 
ciple of spiritual lite and grace ; which once in 
Adam we lost, and now need. The which work 
of faith is not wrought but by the promises ;* 
and being wrought in our hearts, gives us a most 
sure right and interest unto all the promises of 
grace.^ Thus we, through faith and patience, 
are said "to inherit the promises ;" therefore we 
are called "The heirs oi the promise:" the pro- 
mises are as well ours who truly believe, as hea- 
ven itself is. Now by these heavenly promises, 
God our Father hath engaged himself as a debtor 
to us, his poor children, for all things needful to 
life and godliness;'* until that blessed time comes, 

a Rom. X. 8, 17. Heb. vi. 12, 17. b 2 Pet. i. 3. 



* " A promise, in the Scriptural sense of the term, is a 
declaration or aasarance of the divine will, in which God 
•ignifies what particular blessinra or good things he will 
fVeely bestow, as well as the evils which he will remove. 
The promises therefore differ from the ihreatenings of 
God, inasmach as the ' former are declarations concerning 
rood, while the latter are denimciatious of evil only — at 
Uie same time it is to be obserr^d, that promipes seem to 
include threats, because, being in their very nature couM^ 
l«oiui2, they impty the bestowment of the blessing pro- 
mised, only on the condition being performed, which bless- 
ing is tacithf threatened to be withheld on non-compliance 
with such condition. Further, promiseo differ firom the 
tammands of God, because the latter are significations of 
Ae divine will concerning a Arty enjoined to be performed, 
while promises relate to mercy to be received.'* — Set 
Home*» IntroduetioH to the Critical study of the BibU. 
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when we shall be put into full {Mssesrion of all 
tilings which we have now only in promise. At 
that time, faith shall end in fruition, and promises 
in performance. 

As the soul is the life of the body, and faith 
the hfe of the soul, so are God's promises the life 
of faith. For from whence hath faith this efB- 
cacy, but because it lays hold on the free pro- 
mises? But from whence have the promises 
their strength ? Even from the constant nature 
of Jehovah,* who always gives a being to his 
word. Desirest thou faith ? Then take notice 
of God*s promises. Wouldst thou have thy 
faith, like the light in the Lord's sanctuary, — 
never to go out? Then acquaint thyself with 
God's promises; know them well, meditate on 
them, confer about them : let them be continually 
in thy mind, memory, heart, and tongue. Satan 
laboreth in nothing more than to keep us in un- 
belief, especially of particular promises ; for he 
knows if we believe them, we shall in all things 
have the victory, come before God with bold- 
ness, carry peace in our own bosoms to oar 
S-aves, and do and suffer any thing for God.^ 
h the abundance of sweet cordial comfort, 
which all humble believers draw by faith out of 
every promise ! 

Now, beloved, these precious promises, where- 
upon our happiness so much depends, lie hid in 
the holy Scripture, as veins of gold on earth.^ 

a 9 Cor. i. SO. b 1 John. v. Eph. ii. Rom. xv. Hob. 
si. eIra.lxTi. 11,t8. 
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Sra;e|ir those that searehed those mincB, to bring 
to light these treasures, are worthy of great com- 
mendation. Wherefore, I doubt not, but the 
good pains of this blessed and faithful servant of 
God, will find good entertainment of all the chil- 
dren of the promises ; who hope to entertain 
them that have, with great care and good evi- 
dence of spiritual understanding, discovered and 
compiled the variety and use of all the promises, 
m matters temporal, spiritual, and eternal. So 
that here is a medicine for every disease, and a 
salve for every sore. Read them carefully, and 
ponder them seriously, and apply them faithfully. 
And I beseech the good Lord, who is the Authot 
of them, that, by his Holy Spirit, he would make 
them powerful and effectual in us. 

Consider what is said, and the Lord give ns 
understanding in all things,* 



RULES 
To bs ohMrvtd Ml readhtg ofPromiMg, 

1. Whatsoever promise is made in general to 
all tiie faithful, every one must particularly ap- 
ply it to themselves ; as the Messiah is promised 
to all, every one must appl«^ him to themselveB> 

2. Whatever promise is tnade to any one of 

a2Tini.ii. 7. bGoti. iii.l5. 
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the fiuthful, (if there be not some particular 

son which ties it to his person ; as was to Abra- 
ham for a son, and his seed to inherit the land of 
Canaan,) every child of God hath riglrt toit : as, 
" I will not leave thee, nor forsake thee "• This 
eveij one may apply to themselves, as we know 
the Holy Ghost appUes it: for he hath said, *' I 
will never leave thee, nor forsake thee."** Which 
teacheth us to do the like in all the rest of the 
promises. 

3. Under temporal promises to the Jews, are 
set forth the excellent promised graces which 
God will give to his people afler the coming of 
Christ*^ 

4. When we read the conditions of the pro- 
mises, they are not like to the duties of the Law, 
— made to the perfect fulfillers of them : the pro- 
mises are evangelical, made to those which en- 
deavor to keep diem; and the main conditions of 

. them are faitli. 

5. In all the promises for increase of grace or 
means of grace, or for any earthly things, we 
must know we shall have them so far performed 
to us as the Lord seeth good for us. 

6. In odr weak endeavorings to keep the pro- 
poises, we must believe the perfbrtnance to us, is 
iUj by, and through Christ; m whom all the pro- 
Buses of God are, tea and amcn :^ Uiat is, as I 
conceive, ^ confirmed and made good to us in 

afiMhnai.5. bHeb.ziiL5. c Ezek. zndr. 35, 90^ 97. 
fGor.i.90. 



VOCKBT-BOOK. 107 

htm." When we can see nothing in ouTBelves 
why they should be performed to us, even then 
we are to claim them for Christ's sake, if thou 
be in Christ For if thou be not in him, no pro- 
mise belongs to thee ; but threatenings and judg- 
ments are Uiy portion ; and nothing else can we 
claim as our due. Sorrow, weeping, and howl- 
ing, is that which God requireth of us ; and not 
laying upon the comfortable promises, till we 
hunger afler Christ: which God grant we may 
do mpre and more, till we come to be flatifified 
with his image in the life, to come.* 



CHAP. VI. 

PROMISES 
CONCERNING SPIRITUAL TESNQB. 

Promiatt are a^lieable to Believert on the ^iHlow < 
trng OetaaUma, 



OF SIN. 

ythiiufindett nothing in thyaOfthat nutg nmt tkh 
Lord to haee mercy. j 

''I, ITBN I, am he that blotteth out tl^ trapi- 
gresaion foe mine own sake, and wMl not 

a Psalm xrii. !& 
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ber thj sins.* I have blotted out, as a thick 
cloudy fliy transgressions, and as a cloud ihj 
mas : return unto nae, for I have redeemed thee.^ 

'* I will forgive their iniquity, and reniembor 
their sin no more.<^ 

" I will sprinkle clean water upon you, and ye 
shall be clean from all your filthiness.'^ 

" I have seen his ways, and will heal him ; I 
will lead him also, and restore comfort unto him, 
and to his mourners."® 

These promises are free ; made by the Lord, 
not for any thing that is in man ; for the Lord 
saith,^ They had not cn*lcd upon him, but wea- 
ried the Lord ; brought him jio offering, yea 
wearied him with their sins ; and yet, for his own 
sake, he would forgive their sins. 

These promises we shall have always need of; 
as at our conversion, so afterwards, many times, 
we shall, in our own feeling, find nothing in our- 
selves to persuade us of the pardon of our sins ; 
then we must fly to these free promises. When 
thou seest nothing in thyself why the Lord should 
pardon thy sins, and therefore doubtest of the 
pardon of them, apply, "I am he that puts away 
thy aina for my own «afc«." 

When thy sins rise up as a cloud, that thoa 
cantt see nothing but f hem, apply, *'I have pat 
away thy sins as a ckntd.** 



aim. zlUL 9S. b Isa. xUv. SB. e Jer. *^«< 9k 
dEnk. zzxvi. 85. elss. ML 19, fin. xlfiL tt 
to96w 
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When thou fearost the multitude of thy moBf 
Apply, *' You shall be clean from ott your bui8»^ 

ff you fear God toiU remember yomr ains hefure* 
eommittedf to pwdah you for them. 

** I will remember bis sin no more.* His trans- 
gressions which he hath committed shall not be 
mentioned to him ; but in the righteouaaess 
which he hath done, shall he live.^ 

*'None of his sins that he hath committed 
ahall be mentioned to him.***^ 

^often-sinning cause thee to douAt of pardon, 

** He looketh upon men, and if any say, I have 
Hnned and perverted that which was rwhty and it 
arofiteth me not, he will deliver his som from go- 
mg into the pit, and his life shall see the light 
Loall these things worketh God oftentimes with 
man."* 

Wherefore, believe not Satan that persuades 
the contrary : nor let thy cK>rruptions make thee 
bold to presume of pardon ; for though God pro* 
mise pardon, yet it is to the penitent, not to the 
presumptuous. 

^thoudespair. 

When thou art at the pit's brink of despair, 
and art dried up with sorrow, then go to some 

a Jer. zxxi. 34. b Czek. zviiL 39. c £aek. zxnii. 10L 
dJob zzxui.37,98,39 



no Tllft samt's 

liuthfiil preacher that is able to preach Cbrist 
unto thee ; and apply, ** Then he is gracious unto 
him, and saith, aeliver him from going dovm to 
th^ pit ; I hare found a ransom. He shsJl ns^ 
turn to the days of his youth* He shall pray 
imto Grod, and he shall be favorable unto nim, 
and he shall see his face with joy : for ho will 
render unto man his righteousness.^ 

'*! create the fruit otthe lipa ; peace, peace to 
him that is afar ofl^ and to him that is near, saith 
the Lord, and I will heal him."** 

When thou comest to the uttermost extremity 
for sin, apply, " I will have mercy on him, and 
defiyer him, that he go not down to the pitJ'^ 

When thy sorrows have withered thee up, 
tpplv, *' He shall return as in the days of Ids 
youthJ* 

If in this estate thou fearee»t God will not hear 
prayers for thee, apply, " He shall pray to Grod, 
and ^ toiU be favorable to him." 

When thou fearest thou sbalt not be able to 
look upon the Loid with joy, apply, '* He shall 
see his face withjoyJ" . 

When thou seest not anything in th3r8el^ that 
should cause thee not to believe &is, apply, '' H# 
will render to man his righteousness :" which is, 
(I think^ Christ's nghteousness, for whose sake 
he will 00 it. 



• Job BadiL94»fl5»96. bl8a.lviLUL 
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ffHtMfindest Hn a heaoy burden^ and Sakn 

pursuing. 

When thou feelest sin a he&vy hurden, and 
Satan pursuing thee trith many fears by reason 
of the same, fly to Christ, and apply, *' Come 
unto me, all ye that labor and are heavy laden, 
and I will give you rest.* He shall save tiiB 
people from their sins.'* 

'* And the God of peace shall briuse satan un- 
der your feet shortly.® 

** And a man shall be as a hiding-place from 
the wind, and a covert from the tempest ; as ri- 
vers of water in a dry place, as the shadow of a 
great rock in a weary land.'"* 

Thus doth Christ to the soul that flies to him. 

If satian pursue thee, apply, '*He is a hiding- 
place,^ 

If stormi9 of temptations and afflictions do 
arise, apply, **^ He is a refuge against the Um- 
pesL^ 

If thy soul be ready to faint with weakness, 
apply, " He is a river of ircrfer in a dry place," to 
revive thy spirits ; ''and as the shadow of a great 
rock,*^ — ^unaer which thou mayest safely repose 
thyself. 

When thou findest thy sins very heary, ap» 
ply, '/ 1 will ease you." 

When thou hast no rest in thy soul because of 

aBIatt. xl. 38, 39. b Matt i. 91. c Kom; xvL 30. 
dba. xxxii. 8. 
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siO) Aj^pfyi '* Yoa shall find rest to your souls. 
He snsiU sare his people from their sins," — both 
from the punishment and the power. 

If thou fearest length of time in temptations, 
apply, " The God of peace shall bruise satan 
under your feet shortly. ^^ 

Jfftkau turn from sin, and yet doubt of pardon. 

** Though your sins be as scarlet, they shall be 
as white as snow ,* tliough they be red like crim- 
Bon, they shall be as wool.^ 

" Let the wicked forsake his way, and the un- 
righteous man his thoughts ; and let him return 
Unto the Lord, and he will have mercy on him ; 
and to our God, for he will abundantly pardon.** 

** Who is a God like unto thee, that pardoneth 
iniquity, and passcth by the transgression of the 
remnant of his heritage ? He retaincth not his 
anger for ever, because he delighteth in mercy. 
He will turn ap^ain, he will have compassion 
upon us ; )^o will subdue our iniquities, and will 
cast our sins into the depths of the sea.* He 
that confesseth and forsaketh his sins, shall find 
mercy.* If we confess our sins, he is fiuthful 
and just to forgive us our sins, and to cleanse ua 
from all unrighteousness.' 'e 

When thou seest thy soul of a sinful color. 



a Imu i. 18. b Isa. Ir. 7. o Hicah vii. 18, 19. d Pro^. 
nriii. 13. elJohni.9. 
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«m>Ir, " Though they be red like crimflOD, they 
«balf be white as wool." 

If ihou fearest God will hardly be ensealed, 
apply, ^ He will have mercy, for he ia ready to 
fofrgweJ* 

If we fear that our sins have taken such strong 
hold upon us, as we shall never get from them, 
apply, '* He will cleanse us from aU our tmright' 
eouaness.^ Seeing God promiseth to be the 
(deanser, fear not the hardness of the work. 

][f tJiou woiddst have thy. manifold rebellions 

subdued. 

When thou feelest many rebellions in thine 
heart and hfe, and wouldst have them not only 
pardoned, but subdued, apply, *^ I will heal their 
Dackslidings:'** Which promise (as I think) 
contains tms much — that God will not only par- 
don, but heal us ; and, instead of rebellious 
hearts and lives, will give us obedient hearts and 
lives. For as healing foUoweth the curing of 
nckness, so obedience doth the cuiiog of re- 
bellion. 

" He will subdue our iniquities."* When tliou 
feelest sin very strong, fly to this promise ; and 
apply the strength of him that promiseth against 
the strength of sin. It is the Lord that hath 
promised to subdue it. What! though sin and 



aIlMeaziv.4. bMie.vii.l9. 
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Batan join their force together? Yet the lAxrd 10 
stronger than aU their force, we need not doubt. 

Jlfthy heart be hard, and full ofcorrupHon. 

• 

** A new heart also will I give you, and a new 
Spirit will I put within you ; and I will take away 
the stony heart out of your flesh, and I will ^ve 
you a heart of flesh.* ' 

" And the Lord thy God will circumcise thine 
heart, and the heart of thy seed, to love the Lord 
thy God with all thine heart, and with all thy 
Boul, that thou mayest live."'' 

When thou feelest thine heart worldly carnal, 
apply, " I will circumcifle thy heart: anew heart 
will 1 give." 

When nothing will break thine heart, apply 
the powers of Jehovah, who hath promised to 
cure thee, in taking away thy stony heart 

j|/ unbridled nature break cut into violent passion 

and contention. 

** The wolf also shall dwell with the lamb, and 
"the leopard shall lie down with the kid ; and the 
calf, and the young lion, and the fatDng toother; 
and a little child shall lead them.'"= Such shall 
1)6 the power of the gospel, that those which are 
hy nature like wolves and devouring beasts, shall 
dwell veiiy peaceably. And if we find our dop 

• Emk.nzvi.se. bDmit.xn.e. cUsutL9, 
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tare michy we must apply, <* The wolf shall dwell 
with the Iamb." 

'* He will subdue our iniquities, and will cast 
all our sins into the depth of the sea.^ That 
which is cast into the sea, as it appeareth not in 
sight, so we cannot get it again, though we 
would : so will God do by your sins, — cast them 
out of his sight, so as we shall not return to them 
any more. Press him with his promise, and yon 
shall find more than you think. 

Jf thou be in bondage to some sitL 

"You shall know the truth, and the truth 
shall make you free.'' 

" Sin shall not have dominion over you."'' 

When thou feelest thy bondage, that thou 
canst not do good, or keep thyself from evil, afv* 
ply, ** The truth shall make you free.^^ 

If thy sins often prevail against thee, apply, 
**Sin snail not have dominicn over you," 

" He shall redeem Israel from all his iniqui- 
<ies."» 

llfihmifearest the breaking out of some sUrong ms, 
to God*s diahoncr and the blemishing qfreHgian, 

•'That your whole spirit, soul and body,. may 
be prescDred blameless unto the coming of f^fc 

aineahTii.19. b Mis viii. 38. e Rom. vi 14. d^ 
ezxx. 8L 
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Lord J68U8 Christ Faithful is he that calleth 
you, who also will do it."* That God which 
oath called thee, will keep thee blameless unto 
tiie coming of Christ: therefore use the means, 
and rest upon the Lord's faithfulness, which 
never faileth them who trust in him. 

''But the Lord is faithful^ who shall estabfish 
you and keep you from eviL** If we confess our 
flins, he is faithful and just to forgive us our sins, 
and to cleanse lis from all unrighteousness.***: By 
cleansing (as I think) is meant not only from 
the guilt of sin, but the power of it ; that the 
filthiness of it shall not appear in our lives and 
conversations. 

When sin pursues thee hard to make thee fall, 
do thou pursue the Lord with prayers for per- 
ibrtnance of this promise, and doubt not of the 
issue. 

"He will subdue our iniquities."** And to 
those add the prayer of Christ, — **I pray not 
tiiat thou shouldest take them out of the world, 
but that thou shouldest keep them from the evih^e 
Now, what greater evil tnan sin? Therefore* 
though thy prayers be but weak against it, yet • 
He hath prayed that was always heard ; thm- 
fore fight, and be sure of victory. 



alTlMS.T. S3,S4. bSThM.iil.a cljMmi.9 
dUMJi TiL 19. eJohnzvii. IS. 
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When thou art stayed from sin by admonUbm. 

" If thou warn the righteous man, that the 
righteous sin not, and he doth not sin, he shall 
surely live because he is warned."* 

When any admonish thee, obey, and it shall 
be life to thy soul ; therefore receive the admo- 
nition, and apply, <'He shall Uve, because he is 
admonished." 

Ifthmfearest God wiU destroy thee for thy sins, 

" Turn yourselves from all your transgres* 
sions, so iniquity shall not be your ruin.** 

" He shall save his people from their sms."*' 

When thou fearest the greatness or multitudo 
of thy sins will be thy destruction, apply, "Ini- 
quity shall not be your ruin." 

When thou seest no means of safety, apply, 
" He {that is, Christ) shall save his people from 
their sins." 

If thou be tempted to uneleanness, 

** He shall deliver thee from the strange wo- 
man.'* 

*' Thy body shall be kept blameless until the. 
coming of Christe 

8Ezek.ui.2}. b Exek. zviii. 30. cBfatt.i.2]. dPftm 
ii. 16. clThe8.v.33. 
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Iff thou cmut nUfind out ike tmfir whieh God ear» 

TtcU thee, 

"If they be tied with the cords of a£3ictiony 
•thep wUl I show them their work, and their 
•ma."* 

A wise father wilj not C4)rrect his child, but he 
will show him wherefore : How else should he 
amend his fault? Much more will the Lord. 
But we enjoy not many proniises, because ' we 
9ue not for them. 



CHAP. vn. 

OF GRACK 
If thou doubt of aahation, 

*' God ae- loved the world, that he ^ve his 
only begotten Son ; that whosoever beheveth in 
himy should not perish, but have everlasting life> 

" He that hea^eth my word, and believeth go 
him that hath sent me, hath everlasting life, and 
ahaU not come into condemnation, but is passed 
trom deatii unto life.<^ 

^ If any man keep my sayiug, he shall never 
see death.^ 



alobzxxvi.8.9. bJohaiU.16. cJohnV.SM. dJofai 
vlii. 15. 
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" He that believeth in me, though he wer0 
dead, yet bhall he live : and whosoever believeth 
ID me, shall never see death."* 

If thou doubt that thou shaitperieh and not be 
saved, apply, " He that believeth rn Christ shaU 
net perish^ but shall have everlasting life, and shall 
not come into condemnation.'* Labor to believe 
these promises, for that is required of thee for the 
obtaining of what is promised. 

If thine heart be as a wUdemeas, barren qf good, 

** The wilderness and the solitary place shall 
be glad for them : and the desert shall rejoice^ 
and blossom as the rose ; it shall blossom abun- 
dantly, and rejoice even with joy and singing."^ 

This promise is made to the church, and everf 
member of it may apply it to themselves. There- 
fore, when thou feelest thine heart as a desert 
wilderness and waste ground, void of good, full 
of briers aiid thorns of sin, then know thou shalt 
not only bring forth sweet smelling graces, like 
roses, but also all abundance of them. 

" The righteous shall flourish as a branch.<> 
The soul oi the diligent shall be made fat*^ 

^^ I will be as the dew to Israel ; he shall grew 
as the lily, and cast forth his roots like Lebanon. 
His branches shall spread, and his beauty shall 
be as the olive-tree, and his smell as Lebanon."* 

a John xi. S5. b Isa. xxx v. 1, 2. c Prov. xl. 588. d ProT • 
ziii. 4. e Hos. xiv. 5, 6. 
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If we want means to make us fnritfiil, apples 
** The Lord will be as the dew to Israel." 

When we desire to flourish and grow hi grac^ 
appW, " He shall grow as the Uly; his branches 
shall spread." 

If thou wouldest shine forth in the beauty of 
holiness, apply, '*His beauty shall be a« the 
olive-tree, and as the lilies," whose glory is great- 
er than Solomon's in all his royalty. 

If thou wouldest have fhy graces send forth a 
sili^eet smell, apply, ** His smell shall be as Le- 
banon." If thou fearest the continuance of this 
estate, apply, ** He shall fasten his roots as the 
trees of Lebanon." 

It matters not how great our barrenness be, 
when God will be a dew to us. It will (juickly 
make us fruitful ; we shall bring forth fruits glo- 
rious to the sight as the lily, and as the olive-tree; 
and the. scent of our graces shall be a swee^ 
smeUing savor as the trees of Lebanon. There- 
fore thoush thou feelest thy heart yet barren, 
and thou nast used means long, and yet art not 
fruitful, st'dl use the means and believe; for there- 
in did Abraham glorify God, that he believed 
above hope 'that Sarah should have a son, who 
was barren. So though thine heart remain bar- 
ren in thine own feeling, after long use of means^ 
yet still follow seeking in the means, and be- 
lieve ; for we have as sure promises, and as faith- 
ful a performer, as Abraham had, Jesus Chria^ 
yesterday, to-day, and the same for ever* 
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fftiteu WMitest.hoUneii, 

*' Yoa shall be a holy nation.* 

''And the Lord shall establish thee a holy 
people unto himself."^ 

The Lord will make thee holy ; therefore nei- 
ther sin, nor satan, nor wicked men, can hinder 
thy holiness. For he that maketh thee holy, is 
stronger than all, and doth what he wilL 

"The God of peace shall sanctify you throudl- 
out, in spirit, soul, and body. Faithful is he that 
callethyou, who will also do it' *^ 

. When thou canst not qffler up any aaer^iee. 

When thou canst not offer up any sacrifice to 
God, of prayer or praise, or thyself in sacrifice, 
apply, "Ye shall be unto me a kingdom of 
priests."^ God proraiseth that we shall be priests; 
that is, such as shall ofier up sacrifice unto him, 
for that was the priest's office. Therefore, when 
thou findest thyself unable to pray, or praise the 
Lord, or to offer up thyself to God, soul and 
body, strive in faith, grounded on the promises. 
He which commanded, hath also promised to 
make us able to do it, for he hath said, we $heU 
be priests. 

"In every place incense shall be offered to my 
name, and a pure ofleringt^e which is spoken m 

• Exod. ziz. e. b Dmtt. xxniL 9. el Thw. t. 93, S4. 
d Exod. zix. 6. e Mai. i. 1 1. 



the believing Oefitiles; therefore tbou being one 
of them, shiSt be able to offer up pure offerings. 

When thoufedest hut Utile grace. 

When thon feelest but little grace, knowledge, 
ftith, love, repentance, all very little, apply, 
"Though thy beginning be email, yet thy lattei 
end' shall greatly increase." 

"Whosoever hath, to him shall be given ; and 
he shall have abundance.''^ 

Therefore let not thy smaU beginning dis- 
courage thee ; but if thou* canst prove thou hasi 
some grace, then join faith and diligence toge- 
ther, and they will quickly make thee rich. 

When tdl thy graces are weak. 

When thou findest all thy graces very weak, 
and thou hast no strength to perform any spirit- 
ual duty, either prayer or fasting, or any other 
duty : then apply, " The Lord will give str^figth 
unto his people.*' 

** He giveth power to the faint, and to them 
which have no might he increaseth strength. 
They that wait upon the Lord shall renew their 
strength ; they shall mount up with wings as 
eagles ; they shall run and not be weary, they 
shall walk and not faint "^ 

aJobviii. 7. b Matt. ziii. IS. cPsaImxxiz.il. dim. 
zl. 29, 31. 
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Wlien thou feelest thyself faint, stay thyself 
with this promise, " Ele gives strength to him that 
fainteth " 

When thou feelest no power, apply, "To him 
that hath no strength he increaseth powerJ'^ It 
thou hast lost thy power ; then stay thyself with 
this, " They shall reneio their strength,^ 

If thou art ready to give over Uirough weari- 
ness, then gather strength from this, "They 
shall run and not be weary, and walk and not be 
faint.'' 

And if thou findest not these promises per- 
formed unto thee, cither thou endeavorest not to 
keep the conditions, or else thou art negligent in 
searching out the promises, or cold in sueing for 
them. The Lord will he sought to for the per- 
formance. 

** I am thy Grod, I will strengthen thee ; yea, I 
will help thee : yea, I will uphold thee with the 
right hand of my righteousness.* Trust thou 
in the Lord for ever, for in the Lord Jehovah is 
everlasting strength."** 

To know there is strength in the Lord, is no 
comfort, unless we know it shall be for us. 
Therefore since it is given for a comfort, it must 
include this promise. Thus the Lord's strength 
for evermore shall be employed for our good. 
Therefore when we want for either soul or body, 
we must fix our confidence in him who will not 
fail us if we seek unto him. 

8 Isa. xli, 10. b Isa. xxvi. 4. 
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When tky heart is dried for want of grace. 

When thou feelest thy heart dried up for want of 
grace, that thou canst not send forth any watei 
of grace in thy thoughts, words, or works, ap- 
ply, " I will pour water upon him Ihat is thirsty. 
and floods upon the dry ground.* The Lord 
shall satisfy thy soul in drought, and make fat 
thy bones ; ana thou shalt be like a watered gar- 
den, and like a spring of waters, whose watfers 
fail not.'' 

"He shall be as a tree planted by the waters, 
that spreadeth out .her roots by the river, and 
shall not see when heat cometh ; but her leaf 
shall be green, and shall not be careful in the 
year of drought, neither shall cease from yield- 
ing fruit.'' 

" Their soul shall be as a watered garden.^^ 
"God giveth grace unto the humble.® 
"In the wilderness shall waters break out, 
and streams in the desert; and the parched 
ground shall become a pool, and the thirsty land 
springs of waters :'"" tnat is, the most barren 
heart shall abound with grace, according to this 
promise, " Out of their belUes shall flow rivers 
of the waters of life.«f 

" When the poor and needy seek water, and 
there is none, and their tongues fail for thirst, I 

a Isa. zliv. 3. b Isa. Iviii. 11. c Jer. xvii. 8 d Jer. 
xxzi. 13. e James iv.0. flmzzzr. 6, 7. gJohnvii. 
38. 
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^eliOrd will hear them, I the God of Israel will 
not forsake them; I will open rivers in high 

r laces, and fountains in the midst of the valleys, 
will make the wilderness a pool of water, and 
the dry land springs of water. I will plant in the 
wilderness the cedar, the shittah-tree, and myr- 
tle, and the olive>tree ; I will set in the desert the 
fir-tree, and the pine, and the box-tree together."* 
So, BOW though thou feeiest thy heart barren, 
know that God will be the gardener to thy bar- 
ren heart, to make pools, and plant pleasant 
grapes of graces; dierefore seeing he taketh 
upon himself the work, fear not the badness of 
the ground, for he will make it good as a fruitful 
garden. 

]f (hou uxmlest the Spirit of God. 

"I will put my Spirit within you.* 

"If ye then peing evil, know how to give 
good gifts unto your children ; how much more 
shall your Heavenly Father give the Holy Spirit 
toUiem that ask him.<^ 

''I will pour but my Spirit upon all flesh: and 
your sons and your daughters shall prophesy, 
your old men shall dream dreams, ana your 
young men shall see visions.** And also upon 
the servants, and upon the handmaids^ in those 
days will I pour out my Spirit 

a Isa. zli. 17, 18, 19. b Esek. uzvi. 87. e Lake xL' la 
dJoelii.S8,S9. 
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''And I wiA pra^ the Fftther, and he BhaH g^re 
you another, comforter, that he may abide with 
you for oyer ; even the Spirit of truth : He dwell- 
eUi with you, and shall be in you. I will not 
leave you comfortless, I will Come to you."^ 

When thou canst not pray thyself, stay thyself 
on these prayer^, that Christ hath prayed to the 
Father, to.eive the Spirit, and he was heard in all 
he 4>rayed lor ; therefore thou mayest daim it, 
though thy prayers be but weak. 

J(ff looking on Gocfs love, thou canst not love Ood 

{^ain. 

When thou lookest upon the great love of God 
imto thee, and ctinst not find thine heart enlarged 
in loving God again, apply this promise, " I will 
circumcise thine heart, tnat thou mayest love the 
Lord thy God with all thine heart, and with all 
' thy soul."^' 

j[f thou emstJMthring tkku heart to ddigktiHtkt 

^ Thou shalt lejoice in the Loid, and gkury m 
IheHolT One of Israel.* 

"In tny name ahaUthev rejoice all the dur; and 
in thy righteouanesB shall they be eojilted.^ ■• 

j^^. ^^' *^ y^* IS- ^ I^^- ^n* ^- c lo^ sU. 16. 
dTlMlin hoxbt. 1«. 
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"For then shalt thou have tht delight in the 
&.lmighty.» 

" For our heart shall rejoice in hkn, because 
we have trusted in his holy name."'' 

When thmi seest cause of rejoicing in the 
I^rd, and yet canst not move thin© {Sections, 
apply, " They shall rtjoice in Aim." 

If, through many troubles and temptations, 
thou findest thy joys often interrupted, apply, 
** They shall rejoice continiiaUy in thy name." 

J(fthoufeeUst not the fear of God in thme heart. 

" I will put my fear in their hearts."'^ 
If we would have a reverent fear of God when 
we perform any holy duty, or at other times as • 
thou feelest thy need, urge the Lord with this his 
promise, for he delights to be sued to upon his 
promise, by his servants; '*^I will yet for this be 

inquired of by the house of Israel, to do it for 

them."d 

{T thine heart will not praise the Lord, 

"This people have I formed for myself, they 
shall show forth my praise.e 

"Ye shall eat in plenty, and be satisfied, and 
praise the name of the Lord your God.*" 

"They shall praise the Lord that seek liim."s 

a Job XTU, 96. b Psalm suxiiL SI. e Jer. zadL 4b, 
dEzek.zxxvi.37. elM.xliu.3i. fJ<Mlii96l gBMOai 
xxii. M. 
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When thou seest what groftt thiagB God hatit 
done for thee, and findest not thysenTuble to set 
forth ills praise, apply, "They shall setfvrth my 
praise." 

When thou findest thy ungrateful heart not a^ 
fected with tibe mercies* thou enjoyest, and th^ 
Btir thoe not up to praise the Lord, apply, "He 
shall eat and be satisfied, and fraise the name of 
the Lord.'» 

I/* thou wmUest toisdom. 

When thon seest thy want of wisdom makes 
ihee not walk like a Christian, so unblameable 
as thou oughtest, apply, *4f any of you lack 
wisdom, let him ask of God that giveth to all 
men liberally, and upbraidcth not ; and it shall 
be 0yen him."* 

When thou findest, thou wantest wisdom to 
improve thine afflictions to the best advantage, 
or for the ordering of thy actions, occasions, and 
eoorse of life, to Grod's glory, and the good of 
others and thyself, then uul not to ask toisd/nny 
Bad doubt not of the obtaining it 

' Jlfiktu emut not tmdersttmd Chd^$ voice* 

Wh^ thou canst not undentand the voice of 

God in his word or works, not knowing what to 

.leam by them, apply, "The ears of the deaf 

ft Jwnw i. 5. 
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shall be mwftoppedr"* that is, those that wece 
deaf, not uoderstanding any thing, shall be mcule 
to hear, tiiat is, to understand. " Other sheep I 
have, which are not of this fold, them also I muat 
bring, and they shall hear my voice."'' Which 
is a promise to the GentHes, that they shall un- 
derstand the voice of God. 

ffikou canst not see into the mysteries of the gospeL 

" The eyes of the blind shall be opened.^ 

"He shall open the eyes of the biindi** 

"He hath sent me to recover sight to the 
blind."e 

These places tell what Christ will do to his 
peoplp ; therefore we need not fear our disease, 
feeing Christ is our Physician. If every crea- 
ture do that for which it was ordained, then He 
will surely do that which he was sent to do of 
the Father, — " to give sight to the blind." 

ff thou seest a good way, and hast no potoer to 

walk in it. 

When thou seest a good way and hast no 
{)ower to walk in it, or art to perform any duty, 
ordinary or extraordinary, and teelest ho strength 
to walk in that way, apply, "And [ vnll put my 
Spirit within you, and cause you to waik in my 

alaa.zxzv.5. b John z. 16. cba.uxv.5. d Iml 
xlii.7. eLttkoiv.18. 
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BtaCates, and ye ^uM ktep my juigmmis and do 

. Wlten thou lookest at the greatness of the 
duty which Ood commands, look also at the 
largeness of his promises, for the keeping of 
them, and then thou wilt not he discouraged at 
it What matters it what he comnmnds, seeing 
we have his promise? 

If thou fearest the strictness of thy ways, that 
thou shalt not be able to walk in them, though 
thou step into them sometimes, sUengthen thy 
faith in this promise, " I will give thee my Spmt 
to cmue thee to woMf in my ways." Can sm. or 
Satan, then resist? Nay, surely, the Spirit is 
stronger ; and greater is He that is in us, than 
tiiose that are against us. ' , . , /^ , 

A^nd when we see great duUes which God 
commands, and fear we shall want strength to 
do them, apply, He hath said, "You shaU keqt 
toy judgments and do them." 

"They shall run, and not be weary; they 
shall walk, and not be faint :"'> that is, those 
which of themselves could not take one step, 
shall be able to run swiftly in the ways of God. 

Ifthtm waatest memory to remember the wrrd qf 

Cfed. 

*'But ihe Comforter, which is the Holy Ghost, 
whom the Father will send in my name. He 

aEzok. xxxvi. 37. b Isa. zL 31. 
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shall teach you all things, aod biing all liuiiM 
to your remembrance whatsoever i have and 
unto you."* 

When thou aeeat thine own tgnonmce. 

When thou seeBt thine ignorance, and fearest 
thou flhalt not be able to glorify God as thou 
mighteatif^ott hadst more knowledge, stir up 
thyaelf to desire, and apply, "Thus saith the 
Lord, I will put my law m their inward parts. 
and write it in their hearts ; and they shall all 
know me, saith the Lord, from the greatest to 
the leaat^ 

" Thou shalt know the Lord.® 1 will pour out 
my Spirit unto you, I will make known my words 
untoyou.** 

''The meek wiU he ^de in judgOM^t, and 
the meek will he teach ms way. What man id 
he that feareth the Lord ? Hun shall he teach 
in the wa^ that he shall choose. The secret ot 
the Lord is with them that fear him, and he will 
show them his covenant* 

"If thou seekest her as silver, and search for 
her as for treasures, then shalt than understand 
righteousness, and judgment, and equity, yea 
every good path/ I^scretion shall preserve 
thee, understanding shall keep thee, to deliver 

a John xiv. 36. b Jer. xxxi. 33, 34. 6 Hoe. ii. 90. 
d Prov. i. as. e Psalm uv* 9, 1%, 14» f Prov. ii. 4, 9, 11. 
1% 13. 
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thee fiom the way of Uie evil man, from the mdn 
. that speakethfroward things ; who leave the path 

of upnghtness, to walk in the ways of darkned^. 

The earUi shall be full of the knowledge of the 

Lord.* 

** These that seek me early, shall find ine> 

The fool shall not err.<^ If any man will da his 
'will, he shall know of the doctrine whether it be 

of God, or whether I speak of myself. The 

eyes of them that see shall not be dim, and the 

ears of them that hear shall hearken.^ The 

heart also of the rash shall understand know- 

ledge."e 

When thou thinkest of the great mysterjr of 
God manifest in the flesh, and of one divine 
essence, and three persons, and seest thy own 
inability to conceive of this great God, apply, 
"They shall all know the Lord} the heart of the 
fool shall imderstandj* 

Wh^n we fear God will not reveal his will to 
us, apply, " I will pcwr out my mind to you. He 
will teach the humble his ways ; he will teach 
him the way he shall choose." 

If thou fearest that, though God reveal his 
will, yet ttiy ignorance is such, as thou shalt not 
he able to unaevstand it, apply, "I will emse you 
to understand. Thou shalt understand jodgB^ijtr 
righteousness, equity, and every good path.*^ 

If thou fearest men will dnw- thee aw«^ to 

alsa. xi. 9. b Prov. vif i. 17. cisa. zzxv.- 8. dJobs 
vii. 17. e Isa. xxxu. 3, 4. • 
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^gnoTy apply, "Counsel shaU present thee, and 
tuiderstancuDg shall keep thee, and delher thee 
jfrom the evil way, and from the man that speak- 
eth froward things, and from th^m that leave the 
ways of righteousness, to walk in the ways of 
darkness. The fool shall not err ; he shall know 
the doctrine whether it be of God." 

J(fthau deskrest grace, and thy desires me not 

satisfied. 

^ Delight thyself also in the Loid, and he ahaU 
give thee the desire of thy heart* 

**He will fulfil the desires of them that fear 
kim> 

*' Open thy moutii wide and I will fill it" 

** Blessed are they which do hunger and thint 
after righteousness, for diey shall he filled/ 

** The desire of the righteous shall be gnatn 
«d."e 

Dost thou desire grace ? Fearest thou God will 
not grant thy desire? Apply, ''He shall givQ 
theetAy hearths desire; he will^ii^^ thf desire." 

Fearest thou, that if he give grace, it will be 
but a little ? Apply, '' Open thy.mouth wide, and 
IvriUfiUit' Thou Shalt be pled." << Blessed 
are all they which wait for him. He will oer<« 
tainly have mercy upon thee, at the voioe of tl^ 
cry ; when he heareth, he will answer.**^ 

fe PnAm zzxTii. 4. b Ptalia «zlv. 19. IMCH Ittd,' 
10. dMatt. V.6. eProv.s.84. f Ia«. ux. 18, 19, 
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When thou beginnest to faint with waHmgry 
8{^y> ^He i0ttt certainly haoe mercy upon thee." 

(f tky heart be deadf and wiU not stir to God or 

goodness. 

" Your heart shall live for ever.* 

*'Keep sound vrisdom and discretion; so shall 
they be life unto thy souLi> I dwell in the high 
and holy place, with him also that is of a con- 
trite and humble spirit, to revive the spirit of the 
humble, and to revive Uie heart of the contrite 
ones.<: 

** Seek the Lord, and ye shall live.>'<» 

When thou fearest thou shalt never overcome 
the deadness of thy heart, apply, '^ Your hearts 
i&aU Hoe, Seek the Lord, and ye shaU lk>ey 

When thou hast got some life, and fearest 
the losing of it, apply, '* Your hearts shall Iwefor 
ever." 

If l&ott fearest falling away, and beginnest to 

decline. 

"Christ shall also confirm you unto the end, 
Ihat ye may be blameless in the day of our Lord 
Jesus Christe I have set the Lord always be- 
fore me : because he is at nvy right hand, I shall 
not be moved/ The Lord upholdeth all that 

^Vsalm xzii.d6. b Prov. iii. 21, 92. cba. lyiL IS. 
dAiiMM»v.4. elCor. i. & f Paatm svi.8. 
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VH; and raiseth up all those that are bowed 
down.* The righteous shall flourish like the 
palm-tree ; he shall prow Uke a cedar in Leba^ 
non* They shall still bring forth fruit in old age; 
they shall be fat and flourishing.** 

'* And he shall be like a tree planted b^ the 
rivers of water, that bringeth forth his fruit m his 
season ; his leaf also shall not wither.*^ He shall 
strengthen thine heart** Thou shalt be stead- 
&Bt, thine age shall be clearer than the noonday; 
thou.shaU shine forth, thou shalt be as the mom- 
ing.« They that love the Lord, shall be as the 
sun when he goeth forth in his might"^ 

Now we see that nothing can hinder the sun 
in his might, but it chaseth away the darkness 
and clouds before it, and ceaseth not tfll he hath 
run his race : So shall the child of God, for the 
Lord ^ath said it ; we need not doubt of iC 

If thou fearest thine own weakocss, and the 
power of temptation, with the subtilty of satan, 
apply, That God whose power and wisdom over- 
reacneth all other, hath said, '^ He will eoa^irm 
y€U to the end. He shall establish thine heart} 
thy leaf shall not fade." Art thou hard pursued 
by sin and satan? -Apply, That Goa whose 
power and wisdom over-reacheth all, — ^He hadi 
said, *' He wUl establish thee,** 

If thou be ready to fall and faint, <^>ply, '* The 
Lord t^holdeth ail them that fall, ana KftOh vp 



a Pnim cxir. 14. b Pialm zeii. 13, 14. e Psaba i. 3 
dP6almxxzi.84. o Job xi. 15, 17. fJudg«tT.31. 
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all tbem that are ready to fall : thou ahfoit noi 

If thou fearest that though thou be kept from 
Bin, yet thy graces shall decay, apply, " The 
righteous BnaS floimsh as a palm-tree, and shall 
grow as a cedar in Lebanon. They shall bring 
forth Jrmt in their old age ; they shall be fat and 
flourishing : thou shalt bring forth fruit in sea- 
son; thou shalt be stable: thine age shall appear 
more clear than noon-day ; thou shalt sk&u aa 
the morning.*' 

If thou cart faUeHf and fear the Lord toill leave 

thee so, 

*' Cast fhy burden upon the Lord, and he shall 
sustain thee.* He shall never suf!er the righte- 
ous to be mored.* 

*' Though he shall fall, he shall not be utterly 
cast down; for the Lord upholdeth him with 
his hand. For the Lord loveth judgment, and 
forsaketh not his saints ; they are preserved for 
ever.'* 

a Psalm ly. SS. b Psalm zxxvil. 24, S8. 



* « Cast thy burden (or allotment) upon the Lord.** 
Whatever allotment we receive from God, whether of 
prosperi^ or of adversity, it is our duty to refer it back to 
him. '< He that giveth to the poor, lendcth to the Lord,'* 
and lie will repay him ; or, if our lot be adverse, " he will 
sustain,'* under every burden, and " never suffer the right- 
eous to be mov^d" from his fonudatioD. ' 
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" I will put my fear in their hearts, that they 
shall not depart from me.'** 

When thou art fallen, and feelest a great load 
of sin or nuseiy upon thee, and no power to un- 
load thyself; tny graces so weak that they will 
not help thee, and therefore thou thinkest thy 
state /iesperate, apply, " Though he fall, he shall 
not be cast offy for the Lord putteth under his 
hand." Therefore though sm and misery be 
ever so heavy, to press thee down, yet the pow- 
erful hand of God, when thou art at the lowest, 
being under thee, shall et^sily lift thee up: thou 
hast his promise, ''He will not suffer thee to fall 
for ever." 



When thoa fewest the Lord hath forrsaken. thee and 
vnU not return agam, 

' " I will establish my covenant betwixt thee 
and me, an everlasting- covenant, to be a G^od 
unto thee.^ 

" I will be with thee, I will not fail thee, nei- 
ther forsake thee; fear not, neither be dismayed.*^ 

" I will not forsake my people.** 

" The Lord is with you, while you be with 
him.e 

"Behold, Ood will not cast away a perfect 
man.^ 

ft JFer. xxxW. 40. b Gen. xvii. 7. c Deut. x^i. 8. 
d J Kings vi. 13. e 2 Gbron. xv. 2. f Job viii. 20, 
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''Behold, Qod is mighty, and deflpiieAi ncyt 
anv.» 

^ I will betroth thee iinto me for ever ; yea, I 
will betroth thee unto me in righteousness, and 
in judgment, and in loving kindness, and in mer- 
cies. I will even betroth thee unto me in faith- 
fulness.'* 

When thoufeelest thy vUeness, andfearest the Lord 
toiU loathe thee for it. 



"My soul shall not abhor you.^ 

"I will love them freely, for mine anger is 
turned away from tliem.^ 

" I will love thee.« 

"He that loveth me, shall be loved of my Far- 
ther; and I will love him, and manifest myself 
unto him ; mj Fathej will love him, and we will 
come unto him, and make our abode with him.^ 

" I will rejoice over them to do them good.^e 

When thou seest a multitude of sins, so that 
thou seemest most loathsome, apply, " My soul 
akaU not loathe you." 

When thou seest nothing in thyself that should 
move him to love thee, but all to the contrary, 
apply, " I wiU love themfreelyJ** 

If thou feareet thy many sms will cause the 



a Job xxxvL 5. b Ho«. ii. 19, 90, cLevit. zxri. 11. 
d Ho8. xiv. 4. e Deut vil 13. f John ziv. 21, 83. g Jer. 
xzxii. 41. 
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fjord not to delight in thee, apply, *^I wUl ddigfU 
in tfiee." 

If thou fearest thy sin will cause the Lord to 
hide himself from thee, apply, ''I will show my 
own sdfuDt/o him. 

When thoufeelest thy spiritual poverty. 

" Blessed are the poor in spuit, for theirs is the 
kingdom of heaveh.* 

"To him will I look, saith the Lord, that is 
poor and of a contrite spirit, and trembleth at my 
words."'* 

When thou feelest thy sins many, and thy 
graces very few, and therefore fearest that su<m 
a miserable creature as thou art, shall not in- 
herit heaven, apply, "Blessed are the poor in api^ 
rUf for theirs is the kingdom of heaven." 

if thou fearest the Lord will not look upon 
thee, apply, "To him will I look, saith the Lord, 
that is of a contrite spirit,"*^ 

When thou art in a strait. 

When thou art in a strait, either in some tmth, 
or in something that is to be done, and thou 
knowest not what to choose, apply, " Him shaU 
he teach in the way that he shall choose ; his soul 
ehall dwell at ease.^^ 

''In all thy ways acknowledge him, and he 

aJIatt. V. 3» b Isa. Ixvi. 2. a Paalm xzv. 13, 13. 
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flhall direct thy paths :* Commit ihy woi^ iinto 
the Lord, and thy thoughts shall be estabhshed," 
" And thine ear shall hear a word behind 
fliee, saying, T%is is the way, walk ye in it, when 
ye turn to the right hand, and when ye turn to the 

left,"' 

" The Lord shall guide thee continually.* 

" I will direct their work in tnith.e 

« I will cause them to walk by the nvers of 
water, in a straight way, wherein they shall not 
stumble."*" 

When thou doubtest of some truth, apply. 
"He shall teach him the way that he shall 
choose, his soul shall dwell at ease. Thine ears 
shall hear a voice behind thee, saying. This is 
the way, walk in it, I will direct thy way m 
truth.'^ , 

When thou art thinking what course to take, 
and fearest thou shalt not know what the Lord 
would have thee to do, apply, "TAy thoughts 
shall be directed, he shaU direct thy ways." 

When thou fearest thy weakness will at some 
times carry thee astray, apply, " The Lord 
will guide thee, continually ; the Lord will lead 
thee m a straight way, that thou shalt not stum- 
ble.* 



aProv. iii. 6. b Prov. xvi. 3. c laa. xzx. 21. diss. 
|yUi.ll. el8a.lzi.8. fJer. xzzi.9. 
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ffthw featest aatan will cause thee tofaUj and art 
troubled toUh his tem^iMions, 

"He shall bruise his head:"* — Therefore fear 
not, for Christ hath overthrown all his power 
and subtilty. that he cannot do us any harm. 

•* Surely he shall deliver thee from the snare 
of the fowler. He shall cover thee with his fea- 
thers ; and under his wings shalt thou trust : his 
truth shall be thy shield and buckler.^ 

"The God of peace shall bruise satan under 
your feet shortly."'' 

Doth satan press thee with strong temptation^ 
and fearest tliou his power ? Apply, " He shall 
bruise his head. He will cover thee under his 
wings, and thou shalt be safe under his fe&thers'; 
his strength shall be thy buckler." 

Fearest thou his subtilty ? Apply, " He shall 
4eli»er thee fronrthe snare of the fowler, and bruise 
his head,^^ wherein lie all his powers and plots. 

If thou canst not profit by the word of God, or by 
his works of mercy , or afflictions., 

" t am the Lord thy God which teacheth lliee 
to profit, who leadeth thee to the way that thou 
shouldest ^o.* 

" The kmgdom of God shall be taken from 



a Gen. iii. 15. b Pfalin xci. 3, 4. c Eoin. xvi. ^. 
d lea. zlviii. 17. 
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you, and given to a nation bringing forth the 
ihiits thereof/** 

This is a promise that the Gentiles shall bring 
forth the fruit of the gospel; therefore every be- 
lieving Gentile may apply it 

ffthoufindest thysdf unlike God^s people^ eitker in 

heart or life. 



t 



*/ 1 will give them one heart and one way.'* 
When thou seest thine heart not like the peo- 
le of God, either in their affection to Goa, or 
is people, or ordinances, or in their sorrowing 



for sin, apply, " I will give them one keart.^ 

When thou seest thy life and conversation not 
so holy as the people of God, apply, *' I will give 
them one toay." 

If thou vfwldeat haoe God^s blesHng re$t upon tAee. 

'* The Lord will bless the righteous.^' 

" I will bless thee.*^ 

"Thy blessing is upon thy-people.« 

" He shall receive the blessing from the Lord, 
and righteousness from the God of his salvation/ 

"The Lord will bless us, he will bless the 
house of Aaron. He will bless them that feaf 
the Lord, both small and great "s 

a Matt. xzi. 43. b Jer. zxzii. 39. e Psalm v. 12 
dDooUvii. 13. ePBaImiJi.8. f Poalm xjcir. 5. gPsaluf 
czv.12,13. 
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J^tkouiomiidest he a hUssmg tn tkyplaee. 

"I will bless thee, and thou shalt be a bless- 
ing.* I wiU make them about my hiH a bless- 
ing.»»«» 

Jlftiuuteptgtakst thyadffrom the wicked in their 
corrupt toorsfdp and manners, 

*'I will dwell in them and walk in them, and 
I will be their God, and they shall be my people : 
Wherefore come ovit from among them ; and be 
ye separate, saith the Lord, and touch not the 
unclean thing ; and I will receive you, and I will 
be a Father unto you, and ye shall be my sons 
and daughters, saith the Lord Almighty."*' 



CHAP. vin. 

OF THE MEANS OF GRACE. 

«l prmdH to he applkd in every crdinanee. 

''With joy shall you draw water out of the 
wells of 8alvation."<^ 

Now in that it is said, out of the *wtUs' of sal- 
vation, and not <ioeU,' I think we ought to apply 

a Gen. ziL 3. b Ez«k. xjuuv. 26. c 2 Cat. vi. 16, t7, 
1& dlaa.3Ea.a 
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it to every ordinance of Grod, so as we ate to uae 
them with a comfortable persuasion that ^fre 
shall receive abundance ox grace from them. 
As the Lord promiseth we shall draw waters 
from out of them, we shall not only use them, 
but draw from them with joy. 

Therefore when we pray, meditate, hear^ Gon> 
fer, fast, in every duty apply this promise, and 
you shall find him faithful which promiseth. 

When thou pray est. 

Apply these promises for the strengthening of 
thy faith, and for thy hearing, — "Ask, and it shall 
be eiven you ; seek, and you shall find ; knock, 
ana it shall be opened unto ^oui* 

"Pray to thy Father which seeth in secret; 
and thy Fatlier which seeth in secret, shall re- 
ward tnee openly.'' 

" And all things whatsoev6r ye shall ask in 
, prayer, beheving, ye shall receive.*^ 

" Whatsoever ye shall ask in my name I will 
do it.d 

" Ask, and ye shall receive, that your joy may 
be full.e 

" Ask what ye will, and it shall be done unto 
you.^ 

"Before they call, I will answer; and while 
they are yet speaking, I will hear.s 

aMatt.yii.7. b Matt. vi. C. c Matt.'xxi. 92. dJohu 
liT. 13, 14. e Jolui xvi. 24. t John xv. 7. g Isa. Ixv. 24. 
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*'Thou shalt make thj prayers unto him, and 
lie shaU hear thee ; and if Chou seek him, he will 
be found."* 

When thou medUaiuL 

'* Mercy and truth shall be to them that deviflo 
good.^ 

" The loving-kindness of the Lord endureth 
for ever, to them which think upon his command- 
ments to do them.<^ 

''Think on these things, which ye have both 
learned, and received, and heard, and seen in 
me, and the God of peace shall be with you.**** 

If thou deairest mercy, or the truth of Gfod, 
to be for thv good, or the loving-kindness of 
the Lord to be for ever towards thee, and that 
Qod which brings peace with him to be with 
thee; then meditate on good things; and with 
such a meditation as may stir thee up to prao- 
tice, and then all these promises shall surely 
be perlbrmed to thee. And because medita^ 
tion is a hard duty, therefore encourage ti^yself 
to it by the benefit it brings; and being a way of 
Ood, he will give thee his Spoit to cause thee to 
walk in it 



a Job adL 97. bProv. ziv. 98. t FMlm cUL 17, 18* 
4niiLiv.8,9. 
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Jn meMtatingf ecnf erring, and reading CMPs ward, 

" Let not this book of the law depart out of 
thy mouth, but meditate therein day and night, 
that thou mayest observe to do according to all 
that is written therein ; for then thou shiUt make 
thy way prosperous, and then thou shalt hare 
good success."* 

Xn reading qf the word, if thou underttandeet net 

" I will pour out my Spirit unto you, I will 
make known my words unto you.** 

" It gives subtilty to the simple, to the young 
man knowledge and discretion.*^ 

" The commandment of the Lord is pures, en- 
lightening the eyes."^ 

ff thou canst not confer. 

When thou canst not speak in conference to 
edification, but feelest thy heart shut up, Apply* 
".He that believeth on me, out of his belly snail 
flow rivers of living waters.* 

''The mouth of the just bringeth forth wi»' 
dom.'* 

''A man shall be satisfied with good by the 
fruit of his moutlu* 

ft J<Mh. i. & b Prov. i. 93. cProv. i. 4. d Psalm six 
6. eJolinvii.38. fProv.z. 31. gProv.xiLM. 



''The ton^e of the stammerer shall be ready 
to speak plaml}t^ 

" The dumb man's tongue shall sing."^ 

When thou art with the people of God, that 
thou may«at receive good from them, and do them 
good, apply, " He that walketh with wise men, 
skall be wUe/^ His fruit shall be meat, and his 
leaves medicine."* 

If thou findest thy soul stand in need of wis- 
dom, keep company with the people of God, 
who are the only wise people, and then thou 
hast the only sure promises of the Lord, thou 
shalt be wise. If thou hungerest after good, re- 
sort to the righteous, and thou shalt be satisfied 
with good things. 

If tnou feel myself dead, apply, ** Out of him 
shidl flow rivers of water of life,^ for thy quick- 
ening. If thy soul be fsiint or sick, apply, " His 
fnut shall be meat, and his leaves medicine." 
Let aU this good which is gotten by their fellow- 
ship, cause thee to delight in them ; and take 
heed of forsaking the fellowship of the saints. 

When thou goest into company, apply these 
promises to thyself, that thou mayest oe so to 
others; and hinder not thyself by unbelief! 



«Iia.zz3di. 4. blMuzzzv.6. cProfv.ziii.90. dPraf* 
siL14. Jolmvii.38. Esek. xlviL 18. 
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Whmthouartiogo io the assemblies^ to pmUe^^^ 
in the ordinances, 

" In places where I record my name, I will 
«ome to thee and bless thee."* If thou wantest 
the Lord or his blessing, go to his house, and 
thou shalt find him. ^ They shall be abundantly 
satisfied with the fatness of thine house, and 
thou shalt make them drink of the river of thy 
pleasures ; for with thee is the fountaiia>o( life, 
and in thy li^ht shall we see light.^ ^ W^^^hall 
be satisfied with the goodness of thy house^ even 
of thine holy temple.^ 

''The Lord God is a sun and shield ; the Loid 
will ^ve grace and gloiy, and no good thing will 
he withhold.<^ 

" Those that be planted in the house of the 
Liqrd, shall flourish in the courts of our God. 
They shall still bring forth fruit in their old age ; 
they shall be fat ana flouri8hing.e 

"The Lord shall bless thee out of Ziion.'' In 
this mountain shall the Lord of hosts make onto 
all people a feast of fat things, a feast of wines on 
the lees, of fat things full of marrow, of wines on 
the lees well refmed."e* 

a Exod. zx. 94. b Psalm zzzvi. 8, 9. c Psalm Izv. 4. 
d Pnlm Izxziv. 11. e Psalm zcii. 13» H. f PsaUa ouviii. 
S. g* ba. zzv. 6. 

* The short glance which the prophet gives ia the Mth 
shapter, «r the deltf«caace of Israel, end the «''>-<^i>*- 
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therefore when his ordinances are tiorraptod 
with men's inventions, then thou raayest press 
him with this promise ; that he will give us wine 
refined and purified, even his purest ordinances, 
most comfortable to our hearts, as wine is. 

And when there is little nourishment, became 
their gifbs are weak, urge him with this, that be 
hath promised to make us a feast of fat thUigSf 
fvU of mioronD ; for I take this promise to. be 
meant of the churches after Christ, oer. 7. " And 
he will destroy in this mountain the face of the 
covering cast over all people, and the vail that is 
spread over all nations." 

Thy sins that are too strong for thee, — ^bring 
them to the Lord in his ordinances, and he wiU 
desti'ov them ; though thou seem to be covered 
with them, and they spread as a vail upon thee, 



kinirdmiif causes him to break out into a srag of praise in 
the followiog chapter, whereas, though he first alludes to 
temporal deliverances, the prophetic Spirit carries out his 
mind in the extatic contemplation of the glory and bless- 
edness of the gospel dispensation, which he ccMUpares, 1. to 
a rich and plentiful feast, of which all natious were invited 
to partake, " without money and without price.**— Blomod 
privilege. 2. He compares it to the dawn of light, which 
*' lifts the veil of darkness from all faces." 3. He who 
brings ** life and immortality to light," will, at the same 
time, throw into darkness the errors of Paganism ; and, 
finally, by his own death, eventually destroy— or, in the 
Hebrew idiom, swallow up— ^eath itself; wipe away all 
tears; and introduce into the New Jerusalem above, evef* 
laating joy, and peace, and hoppineiSt See Eevelatlaif 
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^y^ believe his promises, and all things shall be 
possible unto thee. 

*'I will make them joyful in mine house of 

. prayer, their sacrifices shall be accepted at mine 

altar."* Gh>d will both give to them, and ao- 

cept from them their sacrifices, as pleasing to 

him. "Believe his prophets, so shall ye prosper.** 

'* A wise man will hear, and will increase 
learning ; and a man of imderstanding shall at- 
tain nnto wise counsel.^: 

" Hear and receive my sayings, and the years 
of thy life shall be many; when thou goest, thy 
steps shall not be straitened ; and when thou 
runnest, thou shalt not stumble.^^ Unto you 
that hear, shall be more given.e 

"Incline your ears and come unto me ; hear, 
and your souls shall live : and I will make an 
everlasting covenant with you, even the sure 
mercies o? David. My word shall accomplish 
that which I please, and it shall prosper in the 
thing whereto I send it Therefore ye shidl go 
forth with joy, and be led forth with peace ; the 
mountains and the hills shall break iorth before 
you ihto singing, and the trees of the field shall 
clap their hands ; instead of the thorn, shall come 
up the fir-tree ; and instead of the brier, shall 
come up the myrtle-tree."f--This force shall the 

Mr. 10. la. JMark iv. 34. f Isa. Iv. 3. 11, 12, 13. 
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hsatd have in thine heart, for planting of gnteft 
and destroying of sin. 

"They that dwell under his shadow shall r©* 
<urn ; they shall revive as the com, and grow as 
the vine ; the scent thereof shall be as the vine itk 
Lebanon,"* 

If thbu wonldest return, apply this, "He shall 
return." If thou art decayed, apply this, " They 
shall revive as the com." If thou wouldst flou- 
rish in grace, apply, ♦^They shall flourish as the 
vine." If thou wouldst be a sweet-smelling sa- 
vor in all places, apply, "The scent thereof 
shall be as the vine of Lebanon." 

Seeing all these good things come fro'ta thd 
powerful ordinances of the Lord, let us give him 
no rest till he bestow these blessings upon uS** 
When the pastor of the people pronoiinceth thd 
blessing, apply this promise, "I will bless thee."^ 

JVouidest thou enjoy the ordinances of God^ and a 
blessing upon them, 

"I will satiate the souls of the priests with fat* 
ncss, and my people shall be satisfied with good- 
ness.<^ 

"I will give you pastors according to mine 
heart, which shall feed you with knovdedge and 
understandingr.^ 

" And I will make them, and the places round 

» Hos. xiv. 7. b Namb. vi. 27. c J«r. zzzi. t4. d Jor. 
Ui. 15. 
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•boat my hill, a blessing ; and I will canse the 
shower to come down in his season ; there shall 
be showers of blessing. And the tree of the 
field shall yield her increase, and the earth shall 
yield her fruit."* 

These promises are both for pastor and peo- 

^1 the pastor shall be able to teach with knoto- 
e and understanding ; his sonl shall be reple- 
nished with fatness; his teaching i^U be as a 
MaaonableaAotoer o/'6/e«nng,that shall make tiie 
people fruitful. 

The people must apply these promises, that 
God would give them able teachers ; and that 
they may find their ministry blessed unto them, 
according to these promises ; that they may be 
fed with knowledge and understanding, that they 
Aay be satisfied with goodness, and that their 
teaching may be seasonable showers of blessing 
to make them fruitful ; as it is promised that tlie 
trees shall yield their fndt. How much are G<>d>9 
ordinances to be desired, by which he doth con- 
vey so many blessings unto his people ! Let us 
give him no rest, till he furnish Jerusalem with 
« all her ordinances and officers. 

ff thou mjoifest grace, or means of grace^ and fear' 
eat tilt losing of them. 

'^Upon aU the glory shall be a defence. And 
tiiero shall be a tabernacle of a shadow in tho 

» Esek. zzxiv. S6, ST. 
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<Iay«tiine from the heat, and for a place of re- 
fuge, and for a covert from the storm and from 
the rain.* 

" I the Lord do keep it, I will water it every 
moment ; lest any hurt it, I will keep it night and 
dav.** 

" His place of defence shall be the munition of 
rocks ; bread shall be given him, his water shall 
be sure."® 

Hast thou any glorious grace, or means of 
grace ? Arm thyself with the power of God, in 
his promises ; for the devil will use all his forces 
and subtilty to deprive thee of them. Hast thou 
a glorious minister, and pure ordinance? Do 
glorious graces begin to spring in thine heart, 
and thou secst no means to defend them.? Apply, 
" Upon all thy glory he shall be a defence : his de- 
fence shall be a munition of rocksJ* 

Seest thou a heart of sm in thyself, or the rage 
of the wicked, that causeth thee to fear the loss 
of them? Apply, "There shall be a covering for 
a shadow in the day from the heat." Doth the 
devil raise up storms, or outward persecutions? 
Apply, " The defence and covering shall be a place 
of rejugef and covert for the storm and for the 
rain." 

Fearest thou the subtilties of thine enemies ; 
that, unijiwares, when thou thinkest not on them, 
they will surprise thee, and steal thy blessing 
from thee ? Apply, ** I the Lord will keep it fUg& 

a Isa. iv. 5 6. b Isa. xxviu 3. c ba. xzziiL 16. 
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and dayJ*^ If thou fearest God will not continue 
thus to thee, apply, '* I will water it every mo- 
metU;" not one moment, but he will be adding 
and nourishing ; " bread shall be given him, ana 
his waters shall be sure." 

When thou art banished from God?s oreUntmeeSy 
and desirest to return, 

"The ransomed of the Lord shall return and 
come to Zion with songs, and everlasting joy 
upon their heads:* they shall obtain joy ana 
gladness; and sorrow and sisfhing shall flee away.* 

"And I will bring you to Zion.** If any of 
thine be driven out to the outmost parts of hea- 
ven, from thence will the Lord thy God gather 
thee, and from thence will he fetch thee.'' 

" Behold I, even I, will both search my sheep 
and seek them out As a shepherd seeketh out 
his flock, in the day that he is among his sheep 
that are scattered, sr> will I seek out my sheep, 
and deliver them out of all places where they 
have been scattered in the cloudy and dark day. 
And I win bring them out from the people, and 

gather them from the countries ; and will bring 
lem to their own land, and feed them upon the 
mountains of Israel, by the rivers, and in all the 
inhabited places of the country. I will feed Uiem 

a Isa. zxxv. 10. b Jer. iii. H. c Dout. zxz. 4. 



* Perpetual gladness shall crown their heads. 
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in a good pasture,^ and upon the high mountains 
of Israel snail their fold be : there they shall lie 
in a good fold, and in a fat pasture shall they feed 
upon the mountains of Israel. I will feed mv 
flock, and I will cause them to lie down, saith 
the Lord God. I will seek that which wsBa lost, 
and bring again that which was driven awa^r : 
and bind up that which was broken, and will 
strengthen that which was sick."* ^ ^ 

If Ukou mournest fdi* God's ordinances, apply, 
"Thou shalt not only return to Zion, but return 
vjith joy, and sorrow shall fly away." If thou 
art but one amongst many which desire it, and 
fearest thou shalt be left among them, apply, "I 
will take you one of a city, and two of a tribe."'* 
Though tnou art but one of a city that returneth 
to the Lord, he will bring thee to Zion from all 
the rest. 

If thou art far removed from all m^ans, and 
that the Lord hath done it for thy sin, apply, 
** Though thou wort cast into the outmost part 
of heaven, thence wiU the Lord gather thee^ 
and from thence wiU he take thee; he will c26- 
Hver them from all places where they have been 
scattered in the cloudy and dark day, and toiB 
feed them in good pastures, and wiU Mtg them 
to rest:^ 



a Ezek. xzxiv. 11 , 12, 13, 14, 15, 1 6. b Jor. UL 14. 
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When thdu art banished from CMPa lofitt. 

••I wfll be unto them as a little sanctuaiy in 
the countries where they shall come.* He shall 
feed his flock like a shepherd : he shall ^ther 
the lamtM with his arm, and carry them m his 
bosom : and shall gently lead those that are with 
young.* 

In thy banishment, at those hours when thy 
soul was wont to be refreshed in the sanctuaiy 
of God on the sabbath, and at other times when 
thou flndest thyself to stand in need either of de^ 
fence or nourishment, apply, " / will be a moia- 
tuary unto you. He shall feed hisfloek as a shep- 
herd." 

If in this time thou feelest thyself very weak, 
apply, " He shall gather his lamhs in his anna, 
and carry them in his bosom ; and guide them 
with yofung :" they cannot miscarry that are shut 
up in the bosom of God; nor fear, who are guided 
by hhn. Therefore though we be ever so weak 
in ourselves, yet here is our comfort, — we are 
safe in our God. O happy people, saved by the 
Lord! 

When wicked shepherds are over us. 

"Thus saith the Lord God, behold, I am 
against the shepherds, and I will require my 

a ]Bzek. xi. 16. b Isa. xL 11. 
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flock at their hands and cause them to cease 
j&om feeding the flock. Neither shall the shep- 
herds feed Uiemselves any more ; for I will de- 
liver my flock from their mouth, that they may 
not be meat for them. Because ye have thrust 
with side and with shoulder, and pushed all the 
diseased with your horns, till ye nave flcattered 
them abroad: therefore will I save my flock, 
and they shall no more be a prey; and I will 
cause the wild beasts to cease out of the land."* 

When the shepherds feed themselves, and are 
ready to devour us, apply, " The shepherds shaU 
not feed themselves any more ; / will diUver my 
sheep from their mouths, they shall no more devour 
them." 

When, through their greatness and our weak- 
ness, they push us so with their horns, that we 
are scattered, both shepherd from people, and 
one from another, apply, " / wiU help my sheep, 
and they shall no more be spoiled ; I will cause 
the wild beasts to cease out of the land." 

When, through wicked shepherds, thou art come to 

great misery, 

'' I will seek that which was lost, and brniff 
again that which was driven away ; and will bind 
up that which was broken, and will strengthen 
that which was sick.'' Thouffh the Lord give 
you the bread of advjsrsity, and the water of af' 

aEzdLUxiv.iO, 21, 33,93. b Exek. nxiv. 1(K 
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flidioii, yet shall not thy teachen be lemoTed 
into a comer any nkore ; but thine eyes shall see 
fliy teachers.^ 

When through evil shepherds thou art ccmie 
to sndi an estate, as thou feelest thyself to have 
lost Grod and goodness, and art driven away from 
all things that might help thee, apply, ** I toitt 
seek that which was lost, I will bring ognomi that 
which was driven away,^^ 

When thou art even broken with misery and 
grown very weak, apply, " I will bind tqt that 
which was broken, and strengthen that which 
was weak." 

When thy teachers, who should help thee in 
this estate, are forced to fly and hide themselves, 
for the fear of the wicked shepherds, apply, 
*' Thy teadiers shaU not be removed into a comer 
any more, but thine eyes shall see thy teachera.** 

When thott settest tkyse^ to fast, 

" If thou fast in secret, thy Father which seeth 
in secret will reward thee openly.^ 

"Draw nigh unto God, and he will draw nigh 
unto you. Humble yourselves in the cdght of 
the Lord, and he shall lift you up.***: 

aliB.m.90. blUtt.vi.l& c J«iiiMiv.8»ia > 
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*" CHAP. IX. 

OP PERSECUTION. 

JU that wUl live godly, must n^er perteemtim f then 
fare ttrenftken thyself teith these promises. 



If lAoM wii raUed vpen for wdl-doing, 

** If ye be reproached for the name of Christ, 
happy are ye ; for the Spirit of God, and of glo 
ry, resteth upon you.* 

'^Blessed are ye when men revile you, and 
persecute you, and shall say all manner of evil 
against you falsely for my sake. Rejoice and 
foe exceeding glad, for great is your reward in 
heaven ; for so persecuted they the prophets 
which were bdbre you.'* 

Jlf then art persecuted any other ways even unfo 

death. 

''He that loseth his life for my sake shall find 
it'' Blessed are they which are persecuted for 
li^teousness' sake ; for theirs is the kingdom of 
heaven.^ 

When ye lose any earthly blessing for Qod's 

alPetiv. 14. bVattv. 11,12. cHattcaO. dMntt. 
jr. 10. 
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cause, apply, ** Every one that hath forsaken 
houses, or brethren, or sisters, or father, or mo- 
ther, or wife, or children, or lands, for my name's 
sake, shall receive a hvndrtdfold, and shall inherit 

This is the greatest (and yet lawful) usury of 
all others, — to part with one outward blessing, 
and to receive a hundred for it ; to lose a misera- 
ble life, and to enjoy eternal life ; to suffer a short 
time, and to have a great reward in heaven ; to 
be disgraced^ and to have the spirit of glory rest 
upon us. Therefore when thou art railed upon, 
apply, " Blessed am I ; the Spirit of glory rests 
upon me, therefore they cannot makk me vile." 

Art thou any way persecuted? Apply, ** Theirs 
is the kingdom of heaven ; great is your reward 
in heaien." 

Take they thy life ? Apply, " He that Icaeth 
his i{fe for my sake, shall find if." Take they 
away any earthly blessing? " Thou shaJt receive 
an hundred fold at this present." Therefore if 
usurers gladly let out their money, that hope to 
receive hut eight in the hundred ; be ashamed of 
thyself, that thou shouldest not give one for a 
bundred, when thou hast the promise of him that 
aeverfiuled to perform. 

aMattsfabfiS. 
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Ai partaking icith God's people in si^eringy tluA 
tluu tnayest be partaker of their comforts. 

" As you are partakers of the sufierings ; M 
shall ye be also of the eonsolatioD*"* 



When thou art eaUedfinih to defend the truih4 

** When they deliver you up, take no thought 
how or what you shall speak; for it shall be given 
you in that same hour what ye shall speak? 

" I will give you a mouth and wisdom, which 
all your adversaries shall not be able to gainsay 
or resist,* Whosoever confesseth me before 
men, him will I confess before my Father which 
is in heaven. I' 

When thou fearest thou shalt not be able to 
speak in defence of the truth, apply, " It shall be 
given thee," though thou hast it not before, " in 
that hour what thou shalt say.*^ 

If thou fearest the learning of thy adversaries, 
and thine own simpleness, apply, " I will give 
thee not only a mouth, but also wisdom^ where* 
against they shall not be able to speak." If thou 
want courage, embolden thyself with this,— 
Christ will oonfess thee before his Father. 

• aCor. i. 7. b Matt. X. 19. cLukexzLlS dHatt. 
X.33. 
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DT fA«u WfMui hrimg farthjeasonahU fiuUJbr ' 
ewry eBttUe, mid for every duty, 

'' Thou shalt be as a tree that bringeth forth 
h]B fmk in season.* He shall bring forth fruit 
according to his month8.»*»> 

If thou art to speak, or pray, or do any duty, 
that thou mayest do it seasonably, and have fit- 
ting words and thoughts, appl}[, " Thou shalt 
bring forth fruit in seamn.'** So in every estate, 

}>rosperity or adversity, that thou mayest brins 
brth the fruits of it, apply, '* They shall bring fortS 
irnit in seaaon, aocofoing to theu* months.'* 



CHAP. X. 

PROMISES 
GONCERNING EARTHLY THINGS. 
Ji» cMidren are the mo*t ezceUmtf Itoill heginwA 

Ifthmi hast childreiL 

" His seed shall be mighty upon earth': the 
gonerationof the just shall be blessed.^ 
"I win estabUsh my covenant between me 

a Pkalui 1. 3. b Esek. xlni. 12. c Psalm czU. 2. 
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and fhee, and thy seed after the^ in tibelr genera- 
tions, for an everlasting covenant, to be a Qod 
unto thee, and to thy seed after thee.* , 

"I will pour out my Spirit upon thy seed, and 
my blessing upon thine ofispring; and they shall 
spring up as among the grass, as willows by the 
wateF>-courses.''i> * 

If thou desirest grace and God's blessing for 
thy children, apply, " I will pour out my ^pirU 
and blessing upon thy seed.*' 
. If thou womdest have them grow up in it, ap* 
ply, " They shall grow as among the grass, and 
as the willows by the water-courses." 

If thou wouldest have them in covenant with 
thyself, thy God to be theirs, apply, " I will make 
an everlasting covenant with thee, to be a (Jod 
to thee, and to thy seed after after thee." Desirest 
thou outward things for them ? Apply, ''His seed 
shall be mighty upon earUi." 

ffthou wmddest have a eomfortahle and A<% me ^f 

thy habiUtHon. 

'^ Thou shalt know that thy tabernacle shall 
be in peace ; and thou shalt visit thy habitation^ 
and not an,*' 

''There shall no evil befall thee, neither shall 
any plague come nigh thy dwelling.^ The ta* 



aGeii.zvli.7. b ba. xUv. 3^ 4. oJobr.M. dPtalm 



JM VBK OMMMfM 

beniMle of the upi^ht shdl floornfa^ Hab 
bouse of (be ri^teoas shall Btan<L>* 
, If thou wooldest prosper in thine house, ap* 
fij^ "Pesee aJiaU be in it; no plague shall come 
near it : it shall Jhuriah,^* If thou wouldest have 
k contimie so, apply, <*/! shtil mUouL" That 
they may not be a snare to thee^ but that thou 
VBftyest use thy blessing, and not sin, apply, 
^ Thou shalt visit thy habitation, and not sio.*' 

When thm wouldest have thygoing^ md eomis^ 

in bUsseL 

''Blessed shalt thou be when thoa comest i% 
and blessed shalt thou be when thou goest out<^ 

" The Lord shall preserve thy going out, and 
thy coming in, from this time forth, and even for 
evermore.^ 

When thou goest out, if thou wouldest have 
heaven and earth, and all creatures blessed to 
thee^and be made .able to make (he spiritoal 
use of them, apply, "Blessed shalt thou be 
when thou goest out, and when thou wmest tn. 
TheXord shaU preserve thv going out, and thy 
coming in." If tbou wouldest have the conti* 
nuation of it, apply, "From this time forth for 
evertaiore.'' 



•Prov.zb.U. bPrtfv.xii. 7. c Doat zzfiiL dFk 
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When ^ou eatest or enjoyest any hUatng^ tftof tf 
may satisfy and be sancHJied, 

" Ye shall eat in plenty and be satiafied, and 
|Hraisethe name of the Lord our GK)d,»'* 

That thy meat and outward blossinffs maygire 
thee content, and satisfy thee, apply, **Thou 
flhalt eat and be saHsfiedJ'' 

That thou may est have the sanctified use of i^ 
apply, " Thou shalt praise the iorrf." 

When thou takest thy rest at nighty ^. 

**When thou liest down, thou shalt not be 
afraid. Yea, thou shalt lie down, and thy sleep 
shall be sweet** 

'*Also thou shalt lie down, and none shall 
make theeafraid."<: 

If thou be troubled with fears of the night, ap- 
ply, " Thou shalt not be afirtdd,» 

When thou takest thy rest, apply, •* JV^me shait 
make thee qfndd," 

If thou art troubled with any thing thfit 
breaks thy rest, apply, '* Thy re^t sh^l Im) 



8Joelii.96. bProir.iU.M. .ejk)bii.lft 
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Whenthoiik puUeH thy hand to any wcrk, thai U may 

be hUsted. 

** The Lord shall bless all the work of thine 
hand.* The Lord thy God will make thee plen- 
teous in every work of thine hand.*''* 

The Lord will not only bless some of thy 
works, but every one. Therefore in every work. 
£end up short prayers for the claiming of them ; 
and so at your going out, and coming in, or sleeiv 
ing, renew these promises upon thyself; by faith 
applying them^ and by prayer suing for them. 

ff tb/n^ WoMett have thine (nUward blessings biest- 

edofGod, 

'< Blessed shall be ftke fruit of thy body, and 
the fruit of thy ground^ and the fruit of thy cattle; 
the increase of thy kme, and the flocks of thy 
sheep. Blessed shall be thy basket and thy 
store,"* 

"The Lord will also bless the fruit of thy land; 
thjy com, and thy wine, and thy oil ; the increase 
of thy kine, and the flocks of thy sheep." 

That thy eoods and thine house may be bless- 
ed, apply, "Blessed shall be thy beuket and thy 
store,^ If thou art in debt, apply, " Thou shaft 
lend uqAo many, and shalt not borrow,"^ 

, a Dent, xxviii. 13. b Deut. xxx. 9. c Dent, nnrtii. i, & 
^ Dout. zxviU. 13. 
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^ihau destrest to enjifff ih$ kibcra qf tkbu ftmdi. 

^ Thev shall build houses, and inhabit them : 
they shall plant vineyards, and eat the fruit of 
them. They shall not build, and another inhap 
bit ; they shall not plant, and another eat : for as 
the days of a tree, are the days of my people : 
and mine elect shall long enjoy the works oi , 
their hands. They shall not labor in vain, nor* 
bringfbrth for trouble.* 

^Thou shalt eat.the labor of thine handa."^ 

][fthou art dUigent in thy calling. 

*' The recompense of a man's hand shall be 
rendered unto him. The hand of the diligent 
shall bear rule."<=^ 

When thou cnjoyest that thou hast labored 
for, apply, ** Thou shalt eat the labor of thifte 
hands ; happy shalt thou be, and it shall be well 
with thee."* 

When thou 9test ieicked men fMouj unsaHtfyir^ 
things with restUss desires, and thou denrest 
content, 

''Thus saith the Lord, Behold my servants 
shall eat, but ye shall be hungry; behold ray 
servants shall drink, but ye shall be thirsty : be- 

a Iml Lev. 21,5)3, S3, b Paalm czzvltt. 3. o Pfov. xU. 
14,34. d Psalm czzvui.S. 
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heiM my servants Bhall rejoice, but ye ahall be 

aBhamed : behold my servants shall sing for joy 
of heart, but ye shall cry for sorrow of heait, and 
ehall howl for vexation of spirit'** 

fftkaufeareat thou shaU lose byfoUowing the Lord, 

" Those that wait upon the Lord shall inherit 
the earth ; their inheritance shall be for ever : 
they 9halt not be ashamed in the evil time ; they 
shall inherit the earth, *and delight themselves in 
the abundance of peace.i> 

** Wealth and nches shall be in his house.*^ 
** Thou shalt be built up ; thou shalt lay up 
gold as dust, and the gold of Ophir as the stones 
of the brooks. Yea, the Almighty shall be thy 
defence, and thou shalt have plenty of silver.^ 
** I am thy exceeding great reward."* 
Fearest thou the loss of thy land? Apply, 
** Thou shalt inherit the earth ; thine inheritance 
shall be for ever. Thou shalt possess the earthV 
Do others trouble thee? Apply, "They shall 
have their deltght in the multitude of peaces Art 
thou poor, or fearest the loss of thy goods ? Ap- 
ply, *' Riches and treasures shall be in his house." 
Art thou oppressed by the wicked? Apply, " The 
Almighty shall be thy defence,''^ 



a bo. IzT. 13, 14. b Psalm xxxviii. 9, 18, 19, 11, e ft. 
OXtt.3. djQb.xaui.^,24,25. eGen. zv. 1 
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When thou hast htt hUashtgt 6y tin, tmd wiAett to 

recover them. 

'* The floors shall be full of wheat, and the fiUp 
shall overflow with wine and oil : and I wiil ra^ 
store to you the years that the locust hath eaten, 
the canker- worm, the caterpillar, and the paU 
mer-worm ; and ye shall eat in plen^, and be 
satisfied, and praise the Lord.* 

" I wUl multiply you above your fathera.*^ 

If thmt fearest the loss of thy good nrnne, 

** Thou shalt be hid from the scourge of the 
tongue.<: Thou shalt lift up thy face without 
spot.'* 

** He shall bring forth thy righteousness as the 
light, and thy judgment as the noon-day .« The 
memory of the just is blessed."^ 

Fearest thou the wicked will take away thy 
good name ? Apply, '* Thou shalt be hid from 
the scourge of the tongue.^ Cast they blots upon 
thee ? Apply, << Thou shalt Ha up thy face toUk- 
out spoL*^ Seek they to darken the light of thy 
holy life? Apply, "He shall bring forth thy 
righteousness as the Hghi^ and thy judgment as 
the nooiifday,*^ 

a Joel ii. M, 95, 96. b Deut. zxx. 5. e Job T. 0L 
d Job xi. 15. e Paalm xxxvii. 6. f Prov. x. 7. 
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llftht world deapUe thee, ^ 

**Y'e shall be Grod's peculiar treasure aboTe all 
people.* Those that honor me, will I honor, 
flaith the Lord.** I will set him on high, because 
he hath known my name.« EEis horn shall be 
exalted with honor.** 

" If any man serve me, him will my Father 
honor.* Get wisdom, exalt her, and she shall 
promote thee ; she shall bring thee to honor when 
thou dost embrace her ; she shall give to thine 
head an ornament of grace, a crown of gloiy 
shall she deliver to thee."^ 

When the world counts thee as the ofliconring 
of the world, apply, " Ye shall be GodPs dd^ 
tre€uure aboye all people." 

Doth the world debase thee? Apply, '' The 
Lord will exaU thee, the Father Mrill tunwr him." 

When thou art in any want for $oul or (ody. 

*' There is no want to them that fear him. 
The young lions do lack and suffer hunger, but 
they that seek the Lord shall not want any good 
thing.! 

" No good thing will he withhold from them 
that walk uprightly.'' Seek ye first the kingdom 

aExod.zix. 5. b 1 Sam. ii. 30. e PsiJni zei. 14 dPii. 
czU.9. eJohnzii.S6. f Prov. iv.7,e,e. ffPadoixziiT 
»,10. hPMOmLuziv.ll. 
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'•f €^d and his righteousness, and all things shall 
be added unto you."* 

Art thou troubled with distracting cares for 
outward things? Apply, '*Seek the kingdom 
of heaiFen and his righteousness, and aU other 
thirds shall he cast upon you." 

Fearest thou that thou shalt be oyerpressed 
with want ? Apply, " Those that seek the Lord 
shall want no good thing, Wo good thing will he 
wUhhdd from them that walk uprightly." 

In liberal giving. 

'* The liberal soul shall be made fat, and he 
that watereth shall be watered also himself.** 

" He that hath pity on the poor, lendeth to 
the Lord : and that which he hath given will he 
pay him again.<^ 

" Give in secret, and thy Father himself shall 
reward thee openly.^ He which soweth boun- 
tifully shall reap bountifully. He that minia* 
tereth seed to the sower, both minister bread fot 
your food, and multiply your seed sown, and in- 
crease the fruits of your righteousness, being en- 
riched in every thing to all bountifulness.e 

"If thou draw out thy soul to the hungry, and 
satisfy the afflicted soul ; then shall thy light rise 
in obscurity, and thy darkness be as the noon- 
day : and the Lord shall guide thee continually, 

a Malt. vi. 33. bProv. xi.85. c Prov. six. 17. dMatt 
vi.4. eSCor.iz. 9. 10. 11. 



ITS THE BAnrT^s 

.and satiBfy ihy soul in drought, and iMkefkt thy 
bones ; and thou shalt be like a watefod gaiden, 
and like a spring of waters whode waters fail 
not»*» 

When thou givest to the people of God, and 
treatest tiiem kindly, apply, "He that receivi^ 
a prophet in the name of a prophet, «hall receive 
a firopheVs reward; and he that receiveth a ri£[ht- 
eousman, in the name of a righteous man, shall 
receive a righteous maaVs reward. And whoso- 
ever shall give to drink unto one of these little 
ones a cup of cold water only, in the name of a 
disciple, verily I say unto you, he shall in no Vfiae 
lose his revoardV^ 

ff sickness be among us. 

" r will take sickness away from the midst of 
thee.« 

" The Lord will strengthen him upon the bed 
of languishing ; thou wilt make all his bed in his 
sickness. <* 

" And the Lord will take away from thee aU 
sickness, and will put none of the evil diseases 
of Egypt upon thee.»»e 

If the plague be among us, apply, *^ Surely he 
shall deliver thee from the fioisome pestUaue. 
Thou shalt not be afraid Bf the pestUenct that 
walketh in darkness, nor for the deshruetun that 

aIn.lvUi.lO, 11. bMaa.z.4], 43. c Sxod. xxitt. 95. 
a PMlm xH. 3. e Dent. vii. 15. 
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irtsleth ad ttoon-dar : a thomwnd iktSk fidl if 
thy ad% and ten mousand at thy right hand ; 
^at it mtSl not come nigh thee.*** 

Aft thou sick? Apply, "The Lord wiS 
strengthen Imn upon the bed of aoirow ; thoa 
wilt make all his bed in his sickness." 

Art thon where the sick are ? Apply, ** I will 
take away all sickness from the midst of thee." 

Fearest thou the pestilence ? Apply, ''I will 
deliver thee from the noisome pestilenee." 

Ifthmfeatest death. 

*'He shall enter into peace, they shall rest in 
their beds."** None fear to go to bed, when they 
know they shall rest, being weary : this resting 
is more sure, and lasting for ever. 

'' He that raised up Christ from the dead, shalT 
qoieken your mortal bodies."*^ Therefore we 
must not think of it but as a better life given by 
the Spirit of God. 

J(f thou fearest univmely death, 

*' Thou shalt come to thy grave in a fall agOL 
like as a shock of com comcth in his season." 
The number of thy days will I fulfil.* 

<' With long life will I satisfy him, and show 
him my salvation.^ The Lord will preserve 

a PmIid xcL 3, 6,7. b In. Ivfi. 2. e Rom. vU. 11. 
d Job ▼. 36. e Exod. xziii. 96. f Fflalm xci. 16. 
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him and keep him alive ; and he shall be blesBed 
upon the earth."* 

Hast thou many enemies, and fearest the loi» 
of thy life by them? Apply, ** The number of thy 
days will I fulfil : the Lord yri^ preserve him and 
keep him (rfit>e." 

Fearest thou that thou shalt either live too 
long, or die too soon ? Apply, " Thou shalt go to 
thy. grave in afuU age; as a rick of com cometh 
in due season" into the barn. 

If thou fearest hurt by any of the creatures. 

" The fear of you, and the dread of you, shall 
be upon every beast of the earth, and upon every 
fowl of the air, upon all that moveth upon the 
earth, upon all the fishes of the sea ; into your 
hand are they delivered.** Thou ahalt be in 
league with the stones of the field; and the beasts 
of the field shall be at peace with thee."^ 

When thm hast a troubled heart, either for sout or 

body. 

'* The peace of God, which passeth all nn* 
deistanding, shall keep your hearts and mind&r^ 
The Lord will bless his people with paace.''^^ 

Is thine heart troubled with many temptations 
of satan, or with fears of sin and misery? Ap- 

_ a Piialm zU. S. b Gen. ix^9. . c J<* v. 83. dPbiLir. 
7. e Ftalm ucix. 11. 
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ply, ''The peace of God dwll prtaent joar 
hearts." Hast thoa many troubles ontwaidlrT 
Api^, "The Leid Bfaall Uecs fab people wtth 



^Uuu wmddat hate thypurpote iopfofper. 

'^Thoa shalt also decree a thing, and it shall 
be established unto thee: and the light shall 
shine upon thy ways.* 

"Whatsoever he doth shall prosper.* Com- 
mit tfay way unto the Lord: trust also in him, 
and he shall bring it to pass."<^ 

When thoa often purposest to do good bodi 
for thy soul and body, and yet findest thy pur- 
poses broken, apply, " Thou shak decree a thiDg, 
and the Lord shail establish it unto thee ; he shul 
hrtf^ U to passJ" When thou art in doing of 
any thing, apply, ^ Whatsoever he doth shaH 
prosper." 

When thou art called to a great work, wherein tkou 
ahaU have great opposition. 

"The Lord — he it is that doth go before thee, 
he will be with thee ; he will not ful thee, neither 
forsake thee: fear not, neither be dismayed.' 
The Lord will show himself strong in the behalf 
of them whose hetul is perfect towards him.* 

a J*b zzii.fi8. b Paalm i. 3. c Paalm xuftt. 8. 

d Deot. 3cxxi. 8. e 3 Chron. xvi 9. 
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** He ehall give his angels chaise over the^ Ur 
keep thee m ul thy ways : they shaH bear thee 
up in Uieir hands, lest thou dash thy foot against 
a stone. Thou shalt tread upon the lion and the 
adder; the young lion and dragon shalt thoo 
tnuni^e under foof * 

It matters not what be the lets that oppose us, 
when the Lord goes before us ; he will easilv 
beat them down : nor what strength resists Bocn 
as he has promised to show bis strength for : nor 
how many be our dangers, when his angels have 
charge over us to keep us. Therefore go on io 
the work, and fear not the issue, being strength- 
ened by the promises of Him that never fail^L 

In Hmes of danger* 

" The Lord will keep the feet of his saints.^ 
Whoso hearkeneth unto me shall dwell safely, 
and shall be quiet from fear of evil.^^ 

** Thou shalt be secure, because there is hope ; 
yea, thou shalt dig about thee, and thou ahalt 
take rest in safety j also, thou shalt lie down, and 
none shall make thee afraid.' They which 
trust in the Lord shall be as mount Zion, wfaicfa 
cannot be removed, but abideth for ever. As the 
mountains are round about Jerusidem, so the 



aPtalm zci. 11, 18, 13. b 1 Sam. ii. 9. cPtov. I.3& 
dJobzil8,ia 
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Xiord is round about his people, from henceforth, 
even for ever.» 

** He will not suffer thy foot to be moved : he 
that keepeth thee will not slumber. Behold, he 
that keepeth Israel will neither slumber nor sleep; 
the Lord is thy keeper, the Lord is thy shaae 
upon thy right hand."** Seeing the Lord is our 
keeper, we need not fear the danger. 

When thcu art in great trouble, ^ 

'* When thou passest through the waters, J 
will be with thee, and through the rivers, they 
shall not overflow thee; when thou walkest 
through the fire, thou shalt not be burnt, neither 
shaU the flame kindle upon thee. I will give 
waters in the Ivildemess, and rivers in the de> 
sert, to give drink to my people, my chosen.^ 

" Surely in the floods of great waters, they 
shall not come nigh unto him. Thou art my 
hiding place, thou shalt preserve me from trou- 
ble : mou shalt compass me about with songs of 
deliverance."^ 

When thou seest thyself compassed with 
many troubles, and beginnest to fear, apoly, 
** I will be with thee, they shall not overflow 
thee." In tHe fire of aflSiction, thou shalt not only 
not be hunUy but the flame shall not kindle upon 
thee ; the greatest trouble shall do thee the least 

aFNlmexxv. 1,8. b PBolm eui. 8, 4, 5. cIia.sUiL 
S,90. dPBaImzzzU.6,7. 
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hanii, Ibr God beinswith thee will bring ^ee 
oat, as he did Israel through the sea, and the 
tiiree children out of tbe fire, with not so much 
as the eavor of fire about them : so shall not so 
much as the savor of evil be upon his, but he 
will compass them about with songs of delivep* 
ance. • 

When thou aeemest to be forgotten in afflidion, 

^ The Lord will also be a refuge for the op- 
pressed, a refuge in times of trouble. For the 
needy shall not always be forgotten, the expecta- 
tion of the poor shall not pensh for ever,* , 

''He will not always chide, neither will he 
keep his anger for ever> The Lord will not 
cast ofi" for ever. But though he cause gri^ 
yet will he have compassion, according to the 
multitude of his mercies.''*^ 

When thdu feare$t thou ahatt die in misenf, 

** They shall spend their days in prosperity, 
and their years in pleasures.^'** 

When thy sorrows grow great, ^ 

^ Thou shalt forget thy misery, and lemem* 
iter it lis waters that pass away.e Behold^ God 

«Pmi1iii is. 0, 18. b PBain eUL 9/ c Lam. iii. 31. 98. 
Job atxxvi. 11. e Job xi. 16. 
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\nll not cast awa^ a perfect man, till 1|0 iffl hw 
tionth with laugmng, and his lips withrejoicin||^.* 
Be of ^od courage, and he shall strengthenthy 
heart'' Unto the upright there ariseth light in 
the darkness.^ They that sow in tears, shall 
reap in joy. He that goeth forth and weepeth, 
bearing precious seed, shall doubtless come 
ft^ain with rejoicihg, bringing his sheaves witii 
him.<^ 

"The hope of the righteous shall beffladness.* 

'< Blessed are they mat mourn, for mey shall 
be comforted.^ 

" Ye now have sorrow, but I will see yoo 
again, and your hearts shall rejoice, and your 
joy no man taketh from you.."£ 

Hath sorrow taken deep root in thy soul, that 
thou fearest thou shalt never find hearty joy ? 
Apply, " He shall comfort thine heart'' is such 
a cross upon thee, that thou fearest thou shalt 
never forget it ? Apply; ** Thou shaU forget thy 
misery, as waters that pass away." 

Whm Uuu knowut no way out qfndseryf fir sold 

or body* 

''Call onto me, and I will answer thee, and 
■how thee great and mighty things which thoa 
knowest not'"^ 



aJbbTiiL90,91. b Psalm n^ii. 14. cPfedmeiiLi. 
dPin]aicxzTL5,6. ePrav.x.$i8. f Matt ▼.4. flolUl 
XTi. SB. h Jer. xzxiii. 3. 
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J^tfum wovidesthaioe ddweranee cfut oftnuSl^^ 

" He will beautify the meek with salvation:" 
or, he tM0 make the meek glorious by delwerance,^ 

"The righteous cry, and the Lord heareth, 
and deliyereth them out of all their troubles. 
Maay are the afflictions of th^ righteous, but the 
Lord delivereth him out of them all.** 

"Happy is the man whom God correcteth; 
for he maketh sore, and bindeth up ; he wound- 
eth, and his hands make whole. He shall de- 
liver thee in six troubles ; yea, in seven there 
shall no evil touch thee.*^ (Jail upon me in the 
day of trouble, I will deUver thee, and tlwu 
shalt glorify me.'"* 

When thou art in many troubles, and fearest 
thou shalt never get oat of all, apply, "The 
Lend will deliver thee out of aU?^ If the Lord 
hath delivered thee once or twice, and thou fear- 
est thou will iiot continue so still ; as often'^u 
thou fallest into troubles, apply, " He shall dm- 
verthee in six troubles; and the seventh shall 
Bot touch thee." 

I 

If thine demies prevmi. 

"The rod of the kicked shall not rest upon 
the lot of the righteous ; lest the righteous put 
forth their hand unto iniquity.* I wifl call on the 

aPmlm cxUz. 4. b Psabn sxjctv. 17, 19. o Job T. 1% 
Qi 18. d Psalm 1.15. e Paalm cxxv. 3. 
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Lord, 80 shall I be saved from mine enemies. 
The adversaries of the Lord shall be broken to 
pieces, the eyes of the wicked shall fail ; their 
refuge shall perish, their hope shall be sorrow of 
mind.^ The Lord shall cause thine enemies, 
that rise up against thee, to be smitten before thy 
face."'' 

Seest thou many rise up to trouble thee? Ap- 
ply, ''Thine enemies that rise against thee, shall 
fcM before thy face." Hope they to prevail 
against thee ? Apply, ''Their hope shall be aw-' 
trow of mindJ'^ Have they great means to cause 
them to prosper? Apply, "Their refuge shall 
perish." Have they long oppressed thee ? Ap- 
ply, " The rod of the wicked shall not always rest 
upon the lot of the righteous." Seest ttiou no 
means- to get from them ? Say» with the prophet 
David, " I will call upon the Loi[d) so shall I be 
safefrmn mine enemiesJ'* 

That th€U mayest be delwtred, and tMne entndei t^ 

Jiicted, 

"The Lord thy God wiU put all these corses 
upon thine enemies, and on wem that hate thee, 
wnich persecute thee.^ The wicked shatt be « 
ransom fi^r the righteous, aiid the transgressor 
for the upright"** 

a Psalm zviii. 3. 1 Sam. ii. 10. lob xi, aOl bOsat 
xxvui.7. oDeut.uK.7. dPror. viia 
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{Tfftou vxfuiiesf have thine enemies destn^etL 

"They that hate thee shall be clothed with 
riiame, and the dwelling-place of the wicked 
shall come to nought^ 

" Behold all they which were incensed against 
thee, shall be ashamed and confounded; they 
shall be as nothing ; and they that strive wim 
thee shall perish ; for I the Liord thy God will 
hold thy nght hand, saying unto thee. Fear noi, 
I wiil help thee. Thou shalt thresh the moun- 
tains and beat them small, and shalt make the 
hills as chafT:"*' by which mmmtains and kSUs is 
meAQt the greatest enemies. 

''They that despise me shall be lightly es- 
teemed."*^ These promises are to be applied by 
as, as Ihey are the enemies of God ana of his 
gospel, and ours for his sake. 

ff the wicked plot against thee, 

''The wicked plot a^nst the just; their 
sword shall enter into their own heart, thair bow 
shall be broken: The Lord shall laugh at him.^^ 

" The enemies shall surely gather themselves 
together against thee, but not by me; whoso- 
ever shall gather themselves together against 
thee shall f^"e 

s#obTui.2SL b Isa. 3di. 11, IS, 15. el8Sa.iLaOL 
*^ixnnrii.l9^15,ia oImuUv. 19. 
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hi M« troubles of the ehureh. 

** Thou sbalt see peace upon Israel, thou shall 
«ee the good of Jerusalem all the days of thy 
life.* Thou shalt come and sing in the height of 
Zion."** 

When thou hast applied the .promises, and 
used all the means, and yet 6ndest not thyself 
filled with God as thou desirest, then comfort 
thyself with this, " Yet a little while, and when 
thou awakest, thou shalt be satisfied with his 

For ike fall of,3nHehrist. 

Because the time draweth near of the fall of 
antichrist, we must stir up ourselves to hasten 
the Lord by earnest prayers; and for the 
strengthening of our faith, apply these promises, 
" And the ten horns which tiiou sawest upon the 
beastf-^these shall hate the whore, and shall 
make her desolate and naked, and shall eat her 
flesh and bum her with fire.<* 

^ Therefore shall her plagues come iA one day, 
death and moumin?, and famine, and she dhajl 
be utterly burnt with fire, for dtrong is the L<»d 
Gk>d who judgeth her. And a mighty ansel took 
up a stone, like a great mill-stone, ana cast it 
into the sea, saying, Thus toUh vioUtUe shtdl that 

a Pnlm cxxviii. 6, 5. b Jer. xzxi. 13. a Pnlm StU* 
IS. d Rev. xvii. 16. 
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great city Bahfflm he thnAon down, and shdl be 
found no more at att."» Even so, come, Lord Je- 
sus, and hasten tiiis happy day. 

Jbr the caUmg of the Jews, 

Seeing the Lord hath promised many gloi^ 
0U3 things to the Jews, with much grace and 
peace both to the Jews and Gentiles at their con- 
version ; when the ten tribes shall be re-umted 
to the two, which never yet was, let us never 
give him rest till he set up Jerusalem the praise 
of the world ; and for the strengthening ofus m 
prayer, apply these promises, " Thus saith the 
Lord God, Behold, I will take the children of 
Israel from among the heathen, whither Aey be 
gone, and will gather them on every side, and 
bring them into their own land : and I will make 
them one nation, in the land upon the mountains 
of Israel : and one king shall be king to them all; 
and they shall be no more two nations, ncitoer 
shall they be divided into two kingdoms any more 
at all.b 

" In those days the house of Judah shall walk 

with the house of Israel, and they shall come 

together out of the land of the north, to the land 

that I have given for an inheritance unto your 

- fathers.^ . 

** The Lord shall arise upon thee, and hui ^o- 



aRev. ztU1.8,S1. b Eaek. znrii. SUM. « 
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tv ihall be seen upon thee : and the Gentiles 
shall come to th^ hght, and kings to die biight- 
ness of thy rising; thy sons shidl come worn 
afar, and thy daughters shall be nursed at thy 
side : then thou shalt see and flow together, and 
thine heart shall fear and be enlarg^, because 
the sea shall be converted unto thee : the forces 
of the Gentiles shall come unto thee. Wherte^s 
thou hast been forsaken and hated, so that no 
man went through thee, I will make thee an 
eternal excellency, a joy of many generations : 
thou shalt also suck the milk of the Gentiles, and 
shalt suck the breasts of kings.* 

"The Gentiles shall see thy righteousness, 
and all kings thy glory ; and thou shalt be called 
by a new name, which the mouth of the Lord 
snail name ; thou shalt also be a crown of glory 
in the hand of the Lord, and a royal diadem in 
the hand of thy God.>> 

" They shall build the old wastes, thev shall 
raise up the former desolations, they shall repair 
the waste cities, the desolations ot many gene- 
rations ; and strangers shall stand and feed yoar 
flocks, and the sons of the ahen shall be yonr 
ploughmen, and your vine-<lres8ers ; but ye shall 
be named * tht priests of the Lord :' men shall call 
you * the ministers of our God :' ya shall eat the 
riches of the Gentiles, and in tbeur glory shall 
you boast yourselves.* 

a Im.1x. 3,3, 4,5,15,16. b Jhl Ixii. S, 3. oImuUL4, 
5,6. 
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** ThoBBaidithe Lord, Behold I will lift up 117 
hand to the Greatiles, and set up my standaxd to 
the peoide ; and they shall bring thy sons in their 
arms, and thy daughters shall be carried u{>on 
thar shoulders, and kings shall be thy nursing 
fitthers, and their queens thy nursing mothers; 
thej shall bow down to thee with their face to- 
wm. the earth, and lick up the dust of thy feet.''^ 



CHAP. XL 

Prmmanfir ike Saime$ smpport m Hwum oftromkU 

pcreecKtion. 



TktU God hath made a covenant with hit ekUdren 
to be their God, 

**l will establish my covenant between me and 
thee, and thy seed after thee in their genera- 
tions, for an everlasting covenant ; to be a GNmI 
unto thee and to thy seed after thee.^ 

** I will walk among you, and will be your 
Qod, and ye shall be my people. 

'* With great and eternal mercies will I gather 
thee. 

a ba. zliz. 23, 33. b Goii.xvii. 7. Lev. xzvL 18. fas. 
liT. 7a Jer. xxzi. 33. 
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'* I will be their Grod, and tbey shall be my 



people. 



will say unto them, Thou art my peapU : 
and they shall say, TTum art my GodP*^ 

That God UfUlcaakis ekOdrm to the knowledge qf 

kis truth, 

" The meek will he teach his ways.* 

" I will instruct thee, and teach thee in all the 
way that thou shalt go. 

'* And thy children shall be taught of the 
Lord. 

'* For they shall all know me, from the least of 
Ihem to the greatest, saith the Lord. 

" I am the Lord thy God which teacheth thee 
to profit, and leadeth thee by the way that thou 
ehouldst go." 

That God will give Ids Spirit unto hi» chUdren^ 

** I will pour out my spirit upon you.« 
<' I will pour water upon him that is thirsty* 
** I m^jll put my Spirit within you. 
** I wul pour out my Spirit upon all flesh. 
" I will pour upon the house of David the 
Spuit 



aHo0. ii. d3. b Psalm' m. 9. zzza.9. Ia». Ihr. IS. 
ler. xui. 34. Im. xWiii. 17. c Prov. i. 23. Isa. zUt. 3. 
Ezek. uzvi. S7. Jool ii. 28. Zach. xu. 10. John, sir 
J6, 17. 
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** 1 will pray unto the Father, and he shall give 
you even tne Spirit of truth." 

7%U Qod I0i0 cause hii chUdren to trust in Um by 

faUh. 

'* Many shall see it and fear, and shall trust in 
the Lord.* 
*' Under his wines shalt thou trust 
" On my arms shall they trust 
*< The just shaU live by his iaith. 
<* Thev shall trust in the name of the Lord. 
'^ In his name shall the Gentiles trust" 

That Ged wiU give his ehUdrm an hmMe and 
broken heart, 

'< I will take the stony heart out of their flesh, 
and I will give them a heart of flesh.'* 

^ I will pour on them the Spirit of supplication^ 
and they shall mourn for him as one moumeth 
for Us only son. 

" Eveiy mountain and hill shall be brought 
low. 

"The Lord thy Ood will cireomciM thy 
heart" 

aPMtazl. 3. xei.4. lM.li.5. Hab.il.4 Z«pli.ii.n. 
Matt. xU. SI. b Eaek. xi. 19. Zach. zU. 10. Idoke UL (k 
Deut. XXX. 6. 
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^nat God^s ekUdren 9haU have power to mortify 
and overcome sin, 

" For Bill shall not have dominion over you ; 
for ye are not under the law, but under grace.^ 

" I will sprinkle clean water upon you, and ye 
shall be cleansed from all your filthiness. 

** He will subdue our iniquities. 

" Every branch that beareUi fruit he pnrgeth 
it" 

Thai the ehUdren e^. God shall live a hdy and sano- 

tified Z(/e. 

'* He shall be like a tree that bringeth forth 
jfruit in his season.*' 

" I will put my law into their inward parts. 

" The scent tnereof shall be as the wine of 
Lebanon. 

** For their sakes sanctify t myself, that they 
may be sanctified through the truth. 

*' In holiness and righteousness all the days of 
our lives. 

'* The Lord of peace sanctify ]rou throughout 

« Faitfafiil is ho that hath promised you." 



a Rom. vi. M. Esek. xzzvL 95. Mie. viL 19.' Joftn 
XV. S. bFBalmi. 3. Jer. zzzi. 83. Hofl.ziv.7. Mm 
xvii. 10. Luke I 79. Thes. v. 83, 91 
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That they love God, 

** I will circumcise thy heart, and the heart of 
thy Beed, to love the Lord thy Grod with all thy 
heart, and with all thyeoul, that thou mayest 
live.'* 

That God wiU give his children hearts to deX^hi tn 
ail his holy ordinances. 

*^ With ffladness and rejoicing shall they be 
brought; mey shall enter into the king's pa- 
lace.*' 

" Therefore with joy shall they draw waters 
out of the wells of salvation. 
' *' And in this mountain shall the Lord of 
hosts make unto all people a feast of fat things. 

'' Even them will I brins to my holy moun- 
tain, and make them joyful in my house of 
prayer." 

7M God Witt gioe kU children hearts to fear and 

serve hinu 

" They shall sanctify my name, and sanctify 
the holiness of Jacob, and shall fear the Qod oi 
IsraeL^ 

a Dent zn. 6. b Psalm adv. 15. Iml zii. 3. zxv. 8> 
lTi.7. IzvL 19. 13, 14. Zach.tiu. 19. cImu sdz. SS. 
'er. 3UCZ. 9. Luke L 74. 
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They shall serve the Lord their Gk>d, and 
David their king. 

** That we being delivered out of the hands of 
onr enemies, might serve hmi without fear." 

That God toitt give his ehUdren hearts toseekkim 

by prayer. 

« He shall call upon me, and I will hear him.* 

** Then shall ye call upon me, and ye sludl 
pray unto me, and I will hear you. ■ 

'^ And ye shall seek me and find me: search 
for me with all your hearts. 

" I will pour upon the house of David, and 
upon the inhabitants of Jerusalem, the spirit of 
grace and of supplication. 

That God toiU hear the prayers of his ehUdren, 

" Call upon me in the day of trouble, and I will 
deliver thee.^ 

'* He shall call upon me, and I will answer 
him. 

'* He will hear thy cry, and will save them* 



• PMdmzcLlS. Jer. zzijc la^ 13. Zadk zfl. 10. 
bPnlmUlS. KcLlSL oav. 19. Isa. lTiiL9. te M> 
Jar. ZBiz. 13, 14 Mm xv. 7. ^ Matt, tU. 7« siL 
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<' Tliett Bhalt thou c^H, and the liord shftll 
answer. 

''Before the^ call, I will answer |^ and while 
they are speakings I will hear. 

"He snail seek me and shall find me ; when 
you shall seek, I will be found of you. 

'* Ye shall ask what ye will, and it shall be 
done unto you. 

" Ask, and it shall be given you ; seek, and ye 
shall find. 

*' Whatsoever ye shall ask in prayer, belief 
ing, ye shall receive." 

ThiU we may persevere in grace, 

*' They shall bring forth fruit in their old age.* 

" His leaf shall not wither. 

*' The Lord shall ffuide thee continually, and 
satisfy thy soul in orought, and make fat thy 
bones ; and thou shalt be like a watered gardeOt 
and like a spring whose waters fail not' 

,aPMJmiGU.14. L8. iMulviSLU. 
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